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DAN JACKSON

The Northumbrians
North-East England and Its 
People: A New History
A Sunday Times History Book of the Year 

A New Statesman Book of the Year 

‘Superbly researched and written with immense 
affection, Jackson’s history of northeastern 
England has a fascinating nugget of information 
on every page … [this is a] hugely impressive 
book.’ 
—  The Sunday Times Book of the Year 2019 

‘This is a part of the world that has got a big global 
history, it’s not a “province” or a “provincial” city. 
Newcastle is a city with a global reach. I think [in 
The Northumbrians] you get a real sense of that, 
going back many centuries.’ — David Olusoga, The 
Chronicle 

‘The best works of local history exert a fascination 
that transcends the merely local, and The 
Northumbrians is definitely one of the best.’ 
— The Sunday Times

‘Both an education and an entertainment.’ 
— The Telegraph

‘The most enjoyable book on a region of Britain that 
I have ever read. Often very moving, often very 
funny, it is written with a deep and learned love 
for Newcastle and its environs.’ — New Statesman What makes North-

Eastern England so 
distinctive? Where do the 

stereotypes come from, 
and what’s the real story?

Dan Jackson is a founding 
member of the Northumbria 
WW1 Commemoration 
Project, which received the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service. Author of Popular 
Opposition to Irish Home Rule 

in Edwardian Britain, he has written for the New 
Statesman and appeared on the BBC’s Making 
History and Who Do You Think You Are?.

2021 | 9781787386006 
256pp | £12.99 | PB
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2023 | 9781805260394  
384pp, 19 colour illus| £11.99 | PB

A New Statesman Book of the Year 

‘A writer whose work always glows.’ — The Sunday Times

‘[A] marvellous book.’ — The Guardian

‘Newcastle United Stole My Heart is a testimony to the 
power of modern sport and how it reaches way beyond 
the playing fields. … Beautifully written.’ 
— The Irish Times

‘Enjoyable and sympathetic.’ — David Kynaston, New 
Statesman

‘A remarkable evocation of place, of time and obsession 
with a football club – as well as a lovely read.’ — Sting

MICHAEL CHAPLIN

Newcastle United Stole My Heart
Sixty Years in Black and White

2022 | 978178738793 
304 pp, 65 colour illus  | £16.99| HB

‘Th[is] book is a must-read.’ — Chronicle Live

‘[The Tyne Bridge] instantly jumps into the pantheon of 
my “favourite Newcastle books!”’ — The Newcastle 
History Blog

‘The Tyne Bridge, symbol of home and identity, is my 
favourite structure in the whole world and this book tells 
its tale–and that of its remarkable predecessors–with a 
rich plethora of wonderful stories. A very entertaining 
read.’ — Michael Chaplin, playwright, and author of 
Newcastle United Stole My Heart: Sixty Years in Black and 
White

‘Paul Brown’s focus on the intimate human stories sets 
this work apart from the rest. While you should expect 
an insightful and comprehensive history of the bridges 
themselves, you will be delighted with the effort taken 
to shine a light on the touching stories that make the 
Tyne Bridge so magnificent.’ — Kieran Carter, founder 
of the North East Heritage Library

PAUL BROWN

The Tyne Bridge
Icon of North-East England

Paul Brown has written for The Guardian, FourFourTwo and 
When Saturday Comes. He is the author of eleven  books, two 
of which have been optioned by Hollywood studios.

Michael Chaplin is a playwright, a television and non-
fiction writer, and a former producer and executive at ITV 
and the BBC. 

March 2024 | 9781911723387 
304 pp, 65 colour illus | £12.99| PB

NEW 
IN PB

NEW 
IN PB
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 ‘A wonderfully rich mixture of nature writing, memoir, 
history and local lore.’ — The Guardian

‘[A] remarkable new study of Lincolnshire…its scope is 
striking, its ambition impressive, and its creation to be 
much welcomed.’ — Lincolnshire Past & Present

‘Reveals many fascinating stories relating to our 
undervalued countryside, its towns, marshlands, and 
coastlines.’ — Lincolnshire World

‘I shall return to this book again and again and I warmly 
commend it to anyone who does not know what is, in 
so many ways, not just the edge of England but the 
embodiment of England.’ — The House

PAUL SALVESON

‘Salveson is strong, and offers an alternative history … his 
meticulous research provides a rich vein for future local 
amateur and professional historians.’ — Northwest Bylines 

‘Put Lancashire right and you put England right. Settle 
the factory system, and you solve the social problem of the 
century. Wash the drooping Red Rose, clear the soot off 
its polluted petals, give it more soil and more fresh air to 
grow in, and when the flower of Lancashire is once more 
blooming England will become a flourishing garden of 
delight.’ — Allen Clarke, The Effects of the Factory System, 
1895

Lancastrians

2023 | 9781787389335
432pp | £25 | HB

DEREK TURNER

Edge of England

2023 | 9781805260325 
468pp, 32 colour illus | £12.99 | PB

Derek Turner (derek-turner.com) is an Irish-born, 
Lincolnshire-resident novelist and reviewer. He has 
written for The Economist, The Spectator, The Times, The 
Daily Mail, The Irish Times, Country Life, Literary Review and 
The Lady; his poetry has appeared in Quadrant.

Mills, Mines and Minarets: A New History

Paul Salveson PhD, MBE is Visiting Professor at the 
Universities of Bolton and Huddersfield. His academic 
career focussed on Lancashire dialect and literature; he 
later pioneered community railway projects across the UK.  

Landfall in Lincolnshire
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‘This is a major achievement and a truly important book. 
Kiszely has rightly returned Ismay to the front rank of 
key figures in the Second World War. His perception of 
character and of the dynamics and pitfalls of power is 
unsurpassed.’ — Antony Beevor, historian

‘An ambitious examination of the career of a man who 
deserves to be better known. By assembling a mass of 
evidence with forensic thoroughness, Kiszely reveals 
that Ismay was a supremely effective oiler of the 
wheels of any bureaucracy that he encountered, be it in 
Whitehall, Delhi or at NATO’s Paris headquarters.’ 
— David French, Professor Emeritus of History, 
University College of London

JOHN KISZELY

General Hastings ‘Pug’ Ismay
Soldier, Statesman, Diplomat: A New 
Biography

May 2024  | 9781911723202
 424pp, 28 b&w illus  | £35 | HB 

Jan 2024 | 9781805260509 
344pp | £25 | HB

John Kiszely served in the British Army for forty years, 
including as Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff and 
Director General of the UK Defence Academy. He has been 
a visiting professor at King’s College London and visiting 
research fellow at University of Oxford.

‘[Reid] is a sensitive, diligent historian with an admirably 
open mind … [and] deserves congratulations for bravely 
questioning Churchill’s attitude towards India and for 
rightly labelling it racist. This book is a polemic, but a 
careful and convincing one. … What shines through is a 
careful, lawyerly logic that leads to painful conclusions.’ 
— Gerard DeGroot, The Times

‘[Reid] contextualises numerous controversies around 
the man who led the fight against Hitler.’ — The 
Independent, ‘January Books of the Month’

‘[A] fair and sympathetic examination of Churchill and 
India … alert to both its subject’s faults and his virtues.’ 
— The Scotsman

Fighting Retreat 
Churchill and India 

Walter Reid is a historian educated at the Universities of 
Oxford and Edinburgh, a fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society, and the author of several acclaimed books on British 
politics and history. 

WALTER REID
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‘The Haldane family is a phenomenon to this day. . . Now 
their achievements have been chronicled by Richard 
McLauchlan, whose book Serious Minds charts their 
astonishing range. . . Remarkable.’ — The Times

‘In this ambitious biography Richard McLauchlan looks 
back over two centuries and explores the Haldane 
family’s influence on British law, politics, science and 
social welfare. . . . McLauchlan tells their stories with 
verve.’ — TLS

RICHARD MCLAUCHLAN

Richard McLauchlan is a Scottish writer who collaborated 
with John Campbell on Haldane and has written on the 
Welsh poet R.S. Thomas.

John Campbell OBE is the co-founder and Chair of 
Campbell Lutyens, an international private equity and 
infrastructure advisory house. 

The Forgotten Statesman Who Shaped Modern 
Britain 

Haldane
JOHN CAMPBELL 

2022 | 9781787387201 | 616pp| £16.99 | PB

Serious Minds

2022 | 9781787387928 | 424pp, 24 colour illus | £30| HB

MICHAEL MCCARTHY

Citizen of London

‘McCarthy is mesmerising in conjuring [the] 
transformative journey of [Richard Whittington]. ... 
Here really is a fable of London’s early capitalism, 
which at times seems startlingly modern.’ 
— The Spectator

‘[An] engaging book.’ — Financial Times

2022| 9781787387911 | 424pp | £25| HB

Richard Whittington—The Boy Who Would Be 
Mayor

Michael McCarthy PhD lectured in Politics before a 
career in development, consultancy and in rural and 
heritage regeneration. 

A Telegraph Best Book of the Year
A Sunday Times Politics & Current Affairs Book of 
the Year 

‘An act of homage to a man for whom [Campbell] 
asserts lifelong admiration … [This is an] intelligent 
book.’ — The Sunday Times  

The Extraordinary Haldanes of Cloan
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Winner of the High Plains Book Award for Nonfiction

‘A brilliant biography . . . [Jones] has given a vivid picture 
of London one hundred years ago.’ — Counterfire

‘An engaging, worthwhile biography. …  Jones uncovers 
the life of a historical ghost, nearly lost to the world’ 
— Choice

‘The richness and wider implications of Merriman-
Labor’s life and sojourn in England come out vividly in 
[this] book because of Jones’ careful research, analytical 
rigor, and lively writing.’ — Journal of African History 

‘A must read.’ — The Sierra Leone Telegraph 

DANELL JONES

An African in Imperial London 
The Indomitable Life of A. B. C. Merriman- 
Labor 

2021  | 9781787386068
 320pp | £16.99 | PB 

2023 | 9781805260066 
376 pp, 12 pp b&w illus | £20 | HB

Danell Jones is a writer and scholar with a PhD in literature 
from Columbia University. She is the author of The Virginia 
Woolf Writers Workshop and the poetry collection Desert 
Elegy.

‘Jones introduces many of the extraordinary Black 
individuals’ resident in the U.K. at the time, including in 
Woolf’s Bloomsbury, some of whom would go on to play 
crucial roles in the dismantling of Empire (arguably still 
ongoing).’ — The New York Journal Review of Books

‘A fascinating, unnerving, and enlightening perspective 
on a transformative writer and the society that forged 
her sensibility, radical creativity, and despair.’ — Booklist

‘Deeply researched and marvellously written, this is the 
book about Bloomsbury and the Dreadnought Hoax that 
we’ve been waiting for. Jones gives an essential racial 
and historical context for the event and its aftermath, 
which continues to this day.’ — Gretchen Gerzina, 
author of Black England: A Forgotten Georgian History 

‘An enlightening and insightful book that keeps you 
reading.’ — Remi Adekoya, author of Biracial Britain

The Girl Prince
Virginia Woolf, Race and the Dreadnought 
Hoax 

DANELL JONES
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DANNY DORLING

Suppose you chose seven typical children to represent 
today’s UK. Who would they be? What would they 
reveal?

Seven Children is about hidden realities of injustice and 
hope. In his highly original, thought- provoking new 
book, inequality writer Danny Dorling constructs seven 
‘average’ children from millions of statistics—each 
child symbolising the very middle of a parental income 
bracket. From the poorest to the wealthiest, Dorling’s 
seven children were born in 2018, when the UK faced its 
worst inequality since the Great Depression and became 
Europe’s most socially divided nation. They turned 5 
in 2023, amid a devastating cost- of-living crisis. Their 
country has Europe’s fastest-rising child poverty rates, 
and even the best-off of the seven is disadvantaged. Yet 
aspirations prevail, and change is possible.

Seven Children

Sept 2024 | 9781911723509
320pp | £14.99 | PB

Inequality and Britain’s Next Generation

Danny Dorling is a social scientist whose books include 
Inequality and the 1% and All That Is Solid. He is the Halford 
Mackinder Professor of Geography at the University of 
Oxford,and a patron of RoadPeace, Comprehensive Future 
and Heeley City Farm.

DAVID KIRBY

‘Affectionate but never sentimental, and based on 
personal memory as well as meticulous research, David 
Kirby’s Britain, 1947 is a wonderfully balanced and 
illuminating portrait of a resilient society still deeply 
conservative in its assumptions and way of life, even as 
the forces of change—sometimes welcome, sometimes 
not—were starting to gather.’ 
— David Kynaston, historian and author of Austerity 
Britain, 1945-1951

‘A fascinating, enjoyable exploration of everyday lives in 
post-war Britain, from the negative experiences of poor 
housing to the benefits of the NHS, full employment and 
seaside holidays, and much more. Vividly memorable for 
the author, and me, who were children at the time.’ 
— Pat Thane, Birkbeck, University of London and author 
of Divided Kingdom: A History of Britain, 1900 to the 
Present

Britain, 1947

June 2024 | 9781911723219
560pp, 12 b&w illus | £30 | HB

Hope Amid Hardship

David Kirby formerly taught Modern History at the School 
of Slavonic and East European Studies, University of 
London.
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Between the end of the Second World War and the early 
twenty-first century, Britain became multicultural. This 
vivid book tells that remarkable story. Kieran Connell, 
an historian of Irish and German heritage who grew up 
in Balsall Heath, inner-city Birmingham, takes readers 
into multicultural communities across Britain at key 
moments in their development.

Journeying far beyond London, Multicultural Britain 
explores the messy contradictions of the country’s 
transition into today’s diverse society. It reveals 
the ordinary people who have forged Britain’s 
multiculturalism; skewers public leaders, from Enoch 
Powell to Harold Wilson to Margaret Thatcher, who 
have too often weaponised race for their own political 
ends; and shines a light on the shifting nature of British 
racism, revealing its enduring day-to-day impact on 
ethnic-minority groups.

KIERAN CONNELL

Multicultural Britain 
A People’s History

Aug 2024  | 9781911723516
 368pp, 33 colour illus | £25 | HB 

May 2024 | 9781911723004 
344 pp | £25 | HB

Kieran Connell is a writer and historian based at Queen’s 
University Belfast. His first book, Black Handsworth: Race in 
1980s Britain, was shortlisted for the Whitfield Book Prize.

‘This is the memoir of a life transformed and a nation 
reinvented. Eye opening, funny and revealing, we see 
a nation become more tolerant and accepting, while 
having to acknowledge a less than enlightened past. 
A beautifully written personal account of the birth of 
modern Britain.’ — Clive Myrie, BBC presenter, foreign 
correspondent and author

‘Mihir Bose is a remarkable man with a remarkable story 
to tell.’ — Sir Max Hastings

‘I love this book, a portrait of Britain written with 
honesty, intelligence, lucidity, hope and extraordinary 
sweetness, which is the character of Mihir Bose.’ 
— Sarah Sands, Deputy Chair of the British Council and 
author

Thank You Mr Crombie
Lessons in Guilt and Gratitude to the British 

MIHIR BOSE

Mihir Bose has enjoyed colonial dividends working for The 
Sunday Times and The Daily Telegraph, was the BBC’s first 
sports editor and first non-white editor, and has written over 
fifty books
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‘A detailed and often witty journey through the online 
areas where Muslims congregate … Kesvani delivers 
a tableau of British Muslims wrestling with subjects 
ranging from clean eating and marriage to LGBT and 
gender rights.’ — The Observer

‘Deeply researched, surprising and considerate. It 
portrays the online world of British Muslims as diverse, 
rich and fraught – but above all else innovative, exciting 
and criminally under-reported.’ — New Statesman

HUSSEIN KESVANI

Hussein Kesvani is a journalist, editor and producer.

Samia Rahman is a writer, scholar and journalist, former 
director of the Muslim Institute and former deputy 
editor of Critical Muslim.

Myths and Misunderstandings

Muslim Women and Misogyny
SAMIA RAHMAN 

June 2024 | 9781911723011 | 216pp| £15.99 | PB

Follow Me, Akhi

2015 | 9781787381254 | 216pp | £15.99| PB

CHURNJEET MAHN, ROHIT K . DASGUPTA & 
DJ RITU

Desi Queers

A landmark book on South Asian queer 
communities in Britain and how they have helped to 
shape LGBTQ+ movements since the 1970s.

Nov 2024| 9781911723646 | 280pp, 10 b&w illus | £17.99| PB

LGBTQ+ South Asians and Cultural Belonging in 
Britain

Churnjeet Mahn is Professor of English Literature at 
the University of Strathclyde. Rohit K. Dasgupta is a 
senior lecturer in Cultural Industries at the University 
of Glasgow. DJ Ritu is a pioneering EDI activist, 
international turntablist, Rough Guides contributor and 
BBC Radio presenter.

‘An insightful and urgent exploration of the many 
stereotypes Muslim women must regularly navigate. 
Brilliantly researched, it cuts through the noise of 
white feminism to present the diverse experiences 
within Muslim communities.’ — Shahed Ezaydi, Stylist 
magazine

‘Thoughtful, generous, intellectually curious.’
— Yassmin Abdel-Magied, broadcaster, writer and 
social advocate

The Online World of British Muslims
Longlisted for the Orwell Prize for Political Writing
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‘A hugely compassionate book written with humanity.’ 
— Mary Harper, BBC Africa Editor, and author of 
Everything You Have Told Me Is True

‘The “go to” text for those wanting to understand the 
incredible strength of Somali women in the diaspora. 
... This compelling and rich oral history allows the 
women to speak for themselves.’ — Kate Law, Research 
Fellow, Nottingham University 

Women of the Somali Diaspora
JOANNA LEWIS

2021  | 9781787384811| 376pp  | £30 | PB 

Joanna Lewis is an associate professor at the London 
School of Economics.

‘This book is so extraordinary and important that it 
deserves a very wide readership. Its focus of Hindu 
nationalism in the diaspora, and the impact of 
the diaspora upon Hindutva in India, offers us an 
unrivalled perspective or the recent rise of a Hindu 
nationalism as a global project. It is crucial reading 
for those interested in Hindu nationalism's global 
footprint.’ –– Joya Chatterji, Emeritus Professor of 
South Asian History, University of Cambridge 

Hindu Nationalism in the Indian 
Diaspora 

EDWARD T.G. ANDERSON 

2023  | 9781805260547 | 504pp, 24 illus | £30 | PB 

Edward T.G. Anderson is Assistant Professor in History 
at Northumbria University, Newcastle. 

‘Vivid and livid, a compelling and compassionate 
book about how to make the world a better place. 
Not only has Lynne Jones participated in many of 
the landmarks of civil disobedience, she writes about 
them with crystal clarity. As you read, it’s hard not to 
feel history torque, it’s hard not to get excited about 
change.’ — Mark Cousins, filmmaker and writer

Sorry for the Inconvenience But This 
Is an Emergency

LYNNE JONES

March 2024 | 9781911723035 | 448pp | £20 | HB 

Lynne Jones OBE is a child psychiatrist, WHO and 
UNICEF consultant, and author of acclaimed books 
including Outside the Asylum and Then They Started 
Shooting.

Transnational Politics and British 
Multiculturalism

The Nonviolent Struggle for Our Planet’s Future

Refugees, Resilience and Rebuilding After 
Conflict
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‘A useful overview of the demographic and 
ideological composition of the current terrorist 
threat… This is, of course, a serious book, but it is 
also darkly funny.’ — The Guardian

‘Unravels the story behind the terrifying—and 
sometimes Four Lions-style comically bizarre—
British terror attacks that have fortunately failed 
since 2017. Dearden … offers a disturbing, powerful 
account of the changing profile of the terrorist.’ 
— The Independent

LIZZIE DEARDEN

Lizzie Dearden is The Independent's Home Affairs Editor. 

Leonie B. Jackson is Assistant Professor of International 
Relations at Northumbria University. She is the author 
of Islamophobia in Britain: The Making of a Muslim 
Enemy and serves on the editorial board of the journal 
Critical Studies on Terrorism.

Framing British Jihadi Brides

The Monstrous and the Vulnerable
LEONIE B. JACKSON

2021 | 9781787385450 | 272pp| £30 | HB

Plotters

2023 | 9781787389298 | 272pp | £25| HB

ELIZABETH PEARSON

Extreme Britain

‘‍In this fascinating study, Pearson… presents nearly a 
decade’s worth of research into Britain’s radical right.’ 
— Security Women

‘Elegantly blending engaging first-hand accounts with 
accessible conceptualisations, this sets a standard with 
which all future work on gender and extremism will be 
compared.’ — Paul Gill, University College London

2023| 9781787389465 | 280pp | £45| HB

Gender, Masculinity and Radicalisation

Elizabeth Pearson is Lecturer in Criminology with the 
Conflict, Violence and Terrorism Research Centre at 
Royal Holloway, University of London, and an associate 
fellow with the RUSI.

‘Apart from the apparent value of this study 
for researchers of media and socio-linguistics, 
researchers focusing on anti-Muslim racism will 
significantly benefit from the book as it connects 
to a more extensive understanding of how Muslim 
women are portrayed today in gendered and 
racialized terms.’ — The Muslim World Book Review

The UK Terrorists Who Failed

NEW 
IN PB

Dec 2024 | 9781805261636 | 272pp | £14.99| PB
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This book offers a fresh, bold and unsettling truth: the 
British Empire and Great Britain are primarily English 
constructions; and the Church of England has presumed 
to act for and benefit from English enterprise and 
exploitation, serving as the spiritual arm of the imperial 
project. English Anglicanism has developed itself as the 
lead character within its own ‘serious fiction’—the main 
religious player in a drama of Church and Empire. Yet, in 
collusion with colonialism, it is now a prisoner of its own 
historical amnesia. Martyn Percy examines the English 
interests concealed in appeals to Britishness, and shows 
how slavery, exploitation, classism and racism played 
their part in the elitist and hierarchical worldviews 
propagated by the English to bolster both Empire and 
Church.

MARTYN PERCY

The Crisis of Colonial Anglicanism
Empire, Slavery and Revolt in the Church of 
England

Jan 2025  | 9781911723585
 352pp | £25 | HB 

June 2024 |9781911723097 
304pp | £25 | HB

Martyn Percy is Provost-Theologian for Hong Kong Sheng 
Kung Hui; Senior Research Fellow at the James Hutton 
Institute; and Honorary Fellow at the Universities of 
Edinburgh, London and Oxford. He has written for The 
Guardian and The Times, and is the only living theologian 
featured in The Da Vinci Code.

Colonial history is now a battlefield in the culture war. 
The public’s understanding of past events is continually 
distorted by wilful caricatures. The Truth About Empire 
comes from expert historians who believe that the truth, 
as far as we can ascertain it, mattersFrom Australia and 
China to South Africa and Egypt, this essay collection is 
an accessible guide to the British Empire, and a weapon 
of defence against the assault on historical truth. The 
disturbing stories told in these pages, of Empire’s 
culture, politics and economics, show why professional 
research matters, when deciding what can and cannot 
be known about Britain’s colonial history. 

The Truth About Empire 
Real Histories of British Colonialism

ALAN LESTER (ED.)

FOREWORD BY SATHNAM SANGHERA 

Alan Lester is Professor of Historical Geography at the 
University of Sussex and Adjunct Professor of History at La 
Trobe University. 
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‘Mr. Matthews’s discerning book isn’t a revisionist 
defense of the Raj. It is, instead, a warning against the 
glib postcolonial assumption “that because British rule is 
viewed as bad, therefore anything else would have been 
better.”‘ — Tunku Varadarajan, The Wall Street Journal 

‘This brave and intelligent book will satisfy neither 
empire loyalists nor today’s rabid nationalists, which is 
all the more reason to applaud its author and relish the 
clarity of his analysis.’ — Literary Review

‘Matthews demonstrates an encyclopaedic knowledge 
of British rule in India [and] frequently challenges 
conventional views of events and personalities who 
shaped British India.’ — Asian Review of Books

2017 | 9781849048088
296pp | £25 | HB

RODERICK MATTHEWS 

Peace, Poverty and Betrayal 

2022 | 9781787388277 
440pp | £14.99 | PB

A freelance writer specialising in Indian history and 
politics, Roderick Matthews studied history at Balliol 
College, Oxford. 

A New History of British India

SHASHI THAROOR

The Sunday Times Top Ten Bestseller and 
A Financial Times Book of the Year

‘Tharoor convincingly demolishes some of the more 
persistent myths about Britain’s supposedly civilising 
mission in India … [he] charts the destruction of 
pre-colonial systems of government by the British 
and their ubiquitous ledgers and rule books … The 
statistics are worth repeating.’ — Victor Mallet, 
Financial Times

‘[Inglorious Empire] seethes with anger and resentment 
… [it] lays out in chillingly plain prose how the British 
empire plundered India’s resources and riches and 
left the country broken.’ 
— The Guardian, ‘Five Indispensable Books on Race 
Issues’

Inglorious Empire
What the British Did to India

Shashi Tharoor is a former UN under-secretary-general, a 
Congress MP in India, the author of twenty-five books, and 
the recipient of literary awards including a Commonwealth 
Writers' Prize. 
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‘Essential reading for people interested in issues 
of colour and race, of passing, and of comparisons 
between US history and mixed-race history in 
other settings, it also enlarges the conversation 
about colonialism and empire.’ — Digital Journal 

‘[An] excellent and detailed study.’ — Gibraltar 
Chronicle 

Anglo-India and the End of Empire 

UTHER CHARLTON-STEVENS

2022  | 9781787383128| 370pp  | £25 | HB 

Uther Charlton-Stevens is a fellow of the Royal Asiatic 
Society and the author of Anglo-Indians and Minority 
Politics in South Asia. 

‘A fascinatingly novel approach to studies of 
empire that is as illuminating as it is enjoyable.’ 
— Asian Review of Books 

‘With learning and dispassion, Llewellyn-Jones 
neither overplays the infrastructural legacy of 
the Raj nor, as is more often the case, does she 
excitedly tear it down.’ — Air Mail 

Empire Building 
ROSIE LLEWELLYN-JONES 

2023  | 9781787388048 | 352pp, 24 illus | £30 | HB 

Rosie Llewellyn-Jones PhD is a renowned historian of 
colonial India, she is Editor of Chowkidar, the journal 
of the British Association for Cemeteries in South 
Asia. 

‘Calls into question the widespread loathing 
in India for the British women who lived there 
before independence.’ — The Times 

‘[A] well-researched, well-written book.’ — Who 
Do You Think You Are? Magazine 

Memsahibs 

IPSHITA NATH 

2022 | 9781787387089 | 496pp | £30 | HB 

Ipshita Nath has a PhD in English Literature and was 
formerly an assistant professor at a constituent college 
of the University of Delhi. 

The Construction of British India, 1690–1860 

British Women in Colonial India
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‘A powerful and thoughtful exploration of the deep 
history behind the looting of some of Africa’s greatest 
artistic treasures. If you want to understand why the 
Benin Bronzes must be returned to Nigeria, read this 
book.’ — David Olusoga, historian, broadcaster, and 
author of Black and British 

‘A stark exploration of the blood-soaked British raid 
that plundered the treasures of Benin.’ — BBC History 
Magazine 

‘This compelling account of the plunder of Benin 
provides a deeply disquieting snapshot of the workings 
of the British Empire in Africa and beyond. There is a 
manifestly powerful case for restitution and reparation.’ 
— Priyamvada Gopal, Professor of Postcolonial Studies, 
University of Cambridge, and author of Insurgent Empire. 

April 2024 | 9781911723264
408pp | £12.99 | PB

PADDY DOCHERTY 

Blood and Bronze

2021 | 9781787384569 
240pp | £20 | HB

Paddy Docherty is a historian of empire, with a particular 
interest in the British Empire, anticolonial resistance, and 
the cultural impact of imperialism. 

The British Empire and the Sack of Benin 

MAX SIOLLUN 

‘Brings [a] much needed African viewpoint to [Nigeria’s] 
colonial history.’ — Financial Times 

‘[A] fascinating new study... offering a cogent analysis of the 
development of slavery and the lucrative trade in rubber, in 
palm oil... and the wholesale exploitation involved.’ — RTÉ 
Culture Online 

‘Siollun’s evenhanded assessment of the roughly 60 years of 
colonial rule that followed is ... absorbing’. — Foreign Affairs 

'A nuanced, informative and timely book that powerfully 
captures the complexity of the colonial impact.’ — Olivette 
Otele, author of African Europeans

What Britain did to Nigeria 
A Short History of Conquest and Rule 

Max Siollun is a historian and author who specialises in 
Nigeria's history. He has written some of the most acclaimed 
books on Nigeria's history

NEW 
IN PB
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‘There has been a good deal written seeking to explain 
Brexit, but [this is] my favourite. . .  The director of the 
Institute of Commonwealth Studies elegantly dissects 
the fantasy of Leavers that having lost its political 
relevance this institution could turbo-charge Empire 
2.0.’ — Times Higher Education 

‘Murphy’s analysis is fascinating. He brings a sceptical 
eye to the organisation and discusses its internal 
dealings with wry detachment.’ — Literary Review

‘Philip Murphy’ s new book is an eloquent counterblast 
to the claim that the Commonwealth can be a substitute 
for the European Union (EU) in post-Brexit Britain’s 
global role . . . it is also the first authoritative survey of 
the evolution of the Commonwealth in the twenty-first 
century. A very easy . . . fun book to read.’ —W. David 
McIntyre, The Round Table

PHILIP MURPHY 

The Empire’s New Clothes 
The Myth of the Commonwealth 

2021  | 9781787384934
 320pp | £14.99 | PB 

2021 | 9781787384729 
376pp, 88 b&w illus | £25 | HB

Philip Murphy is Director of the Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies and Professor of British and Commonwealth History 
at the University of London. 

‘Fascinating. Peter Kornicki has produced a brilliantly 
researched account of British intelligence operations in the 
Far East during the Second World War, featuring a host of 
intriguing characters from codebreakers at Bletchley Park 
to interrogators operating across South-East Asia.’ 
— Michael Smith, author of The Emperor’s Codes: Bletchley 
Park’s Role in the Breaking of Japan’s Secret Ciphers

‘A detailed and enjoyable account of how Britain overcame 
provincial attitudes and limited vision in order to train 
specialists in Japanese at a time of total war. Never again 
should we underestimate the importance of languages in a 
complex, dangerous and interconnected world.’ 
— Aaron William Moore, Handa Chair of Japanese–
Chinese Relations, University of Edinburgh, and author of 
Bombing the City: Civilian Accounts of the Air War in Britain 
and Japan, 1939–1945

Eavesdropping on the Emperor
Interrogators and Codebreakers in Britain’s 
War With Japan

PETER KORNICKI

Peter Kornicki is Emeritus Professor of Japanese at the 
University of Cambridge.
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Martin Thorley peels away the shiny exterior of the 
Sino-British ‘golden age’ to reveal a relationship built 
on Chinese government influence over the UK’s affairs, 
British corruption, and global capitalism. Drawing 
on his years on the ground in Beijing, as well as 
investigative research using open-source intelligence, 
Thorley’s timely book sheds light on a murky aspect of 
international relations. He reveals coordinated Chinese 
state actions that reach into the heart of Parliament, 
and the widespread compromise of British politics by 
Chinese commercial entities, particularly in the nuclear 
energy, property and currency-trading sectors.

2023 |9781805260356
448pp | £14.99 | PB

MARTIN THORLEY

All That Glistens

August 2024 | 9781805260073 
280pp | £25 | HB

A Mandarin- speaker who has lived and worked in China, 
Martin Thorley is a senior analyst at the Global Initiative 
against Transnational Organized Crime.  He holds a PhD 
in Contemporary Chinese Studies from the University of 
Nottingham, and is a former Chiang Ching- kuo doctoral 
fellow. 

Chinese Party-State Influence in Britain

PHIL TINLINE

‘Tinline has a wonderful gift of making political history 
fun. Carefully researched and vividly written, this book 
is about personalities as much as principles.’ — The 
Sunday Times

‘One of the most original books on British politics 
published this year.’ — The Times

‘One of the most original and enjoyable books on British 
politics to have appeared for many years.’
— New Statesman

‘An insightful and timely new book.’ — The Spectator 

The Death of Consensus  
100 Years of British Political Nightmares

Phil Tinline is a freelance writer and documentary-maker. 
Over the course of twenty years working for BBC Radio, he 
made and presented many acclaimed documentaries about 
how political history shapes our lives. 

The Times Politics Book of the Year 2022
 
One of the New Statesman’s ‘Best Books of 2022’
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‘This is a remarkable book, remarkable in the 
considerable period it covers, from the early Middle 
Ages virtually to last year, for the immense complexity 
of the issues discussed and the clarity with which they 
are expounded, for the manner in which the four nations 
are addressed in turn, and finally remarkable for the 
boldness with which recent controversies such as Brexit 
are approached. . . [This is] a brave and formidable book, 
enterprisingly exploring the nature of identities in all 
four nations of the Hibernian and British Isles.’ — John 
M. MacKenzie, The Round Table

‘This lucid and coherent account of that imperialism is 
invaluable. . .  This book is a warning.’ — Simon Jenkins, 
Guardian columnist

VICTOR BULMER-THOMAS

Internal Empire
The Rise and Fall of English Imperialism

2023  | 9781787389342
 384pp | £25 | HB 

2024 | 9781805260523 
336pp | £20 | HB

Victor Bulmer-Thomas is Honorary Professor in the Institute 
of the Americas, University College London. Between 2001 
and 2006, he was the director of Chatham House. 

‘A lucid, engaging and insightful page-turner that 
provides a “Cook’s tour” of the political chaos that has 
engulfed the UK over the past decade.’ — New Statesman

‘Far-seeing and compelling … Insightful analysis of 
UK’s uncertain future under the pressures of devolution, 
inequality, regional dissatisfaction and Brexit.’ 
— The Irish Times

‘The United Kingdom is a deeply unusual and often 
complicated country. Michael Kenny’s lucid and 
compelling account of its recent constitutional history 
should be required reading for politicians, officials and 
voters who want a better understanding of how this 
strange country came to be, how it currently works, and 
how it might yet evolve—and survive—in the future.’ 
— Alex Massie, Times columnist

Fractured Union
Politics, Sovereignty and the Fight to Save 
the UK

MICHAEL KENNY

Michael Kenny is Professor of Public Policy, and inaugural 
Director of the Bennett Institute for Public Policy, at the 
University of Cambridge.
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‘A collection of remarkable and… hidden stories of 
Muslim women who helped shape the history of 
Britain.’ — BBC News

‘Groundbreaking.’ — Morning Star

‘Fascinating.’ — The Muslim World Book Review

Muslim Women in Britain, 1850–1950

SARIYA CHERUVALLIL-CONTRACTOR & JAMIE 
GILHAM (EDS)

2023 | 9781805260400|328pp | £30| HB

MARTIN SLATER
The National Debt

‘An interesting and important read . . . pithy yet 
penetrating . . . Slater is a shrewd and entertaining 
guide.’— The Telegraph

‘An invaluable book on one of the UK’s most 
remarkable instruments of power: the National Debt.’ 
— The Financial Times

Martin Slater was formerly Economics Fellow at St 
Edmund Hall, Oxford and has served as a managing 
editor of Oxford Economic Papers. 

A Short History 

100 Years of Hidden History

Sariya Cheruvallil-Contractor is Professor in the 
Sociology of Islam at Coventry University. Jamie Gilham 
is a historian and author of Loyal Enemies: British Converts 
to Islam, available from Hurst.

A New Statesman Book of the Year

2018 | 9781849049412 | 256pp | £25 | HB

‘A Bittersweet Heritage illuminates how Caribbean 
profits shaped not only family trees, but the 
planting and painting of Britain’s landscape – and 
the mansions erected thereon.’ – Church Times

‘An impressive, highly readable, and beautifully 
illustrated book.’ – The Round Table

A Bittersweet Heritage
VICTORIA PERRY

2022  | 9781787386969  | 272 pp, 75 colour illus | £25 | HB 

Victoria Perry PhD is a historian, and an architect 
and director at Donald Insall Associates. She is a 
contributor to the Oxford Companion to Black British 
History.

Slavery, Architecture and the British Landscape
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‘A masterful account of the suspicion, distrust 
and rivalries between Britain and Russia, from 
Peter the Great to the Anglo-Russian Convention. 
Impeccably researched and beautifully written, 
this is history at its best.’ — Coryne Hall, author 
of Queen Victoria and the Romanovs: Sixty Years of 
Mutual Distrust

The First Cold War
BARBARA EMERSON

May 2024  | 9781805260578| 560pp | £35 | HB 

Barbara Emerson is Vice-Chair of the Great Britain–
Russia Society, having been a faculty associate at 
Harvard University and a visiting fellow at St Hilda’s 
College, University of Oxford.

Britain is sleepwalking to disaster, because London 
has abandoned all forms of proper strategy. This 
essential, incisive book offers Britain a pathway back 
to strategic realism, by ending the profound confusion 
of interests with values that has done so much damage 
to Britain and its vital place in the world today.

The Retreat from Strategy
DAVID RICHARDS & JULIAN LINDLEY-FRENCH

Sept 2024  | 9781911723677  | 336pp | £25 | HB 

David Richards commanded British troops in East Timor, 
Sierra Leone and Afghanistan, then served as Chief of the 
Defence Staff and a National Security Council member. 
Julian Lindley-French is Chairman of The Alphen Group 
and Eisenhower Professor of Defence Strategy at the 
Netherlands Defence Academy.

‘If you think that Britain is a country that not only 
goes to war with reluctance but also then wages it 
with restraint, Harfleur to Hamburg will make you 
think again. Serious scholars show how the British 
have been ready to use extraordinary and sometimes 
unjustifiable levels of violence—not least against their 
fellow Britons.’ — Hew Strachan, University of St 
Andrews

Harfleur to Hamburg
D.J.B. TRIM & BRENDAN SIMMS (EDS)

April 2024 | 9781911723172 | 336pp | £45 | HB 

D. J. B. Trim is Professor of Church History at Andrews 
University in Michigan. Brendan Simms is Professor 
in the History of International Relations, University of 
Cambridge. 

Anglo-Russian Relations in the 19th Century

Britain’s Dangerous Confusion of Interests with 
Values

Five Centuries of English and British Violence in 
Europe

www.hurstpublishers.com        
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