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‘Jiryis’s account of the travails of the Palestinian cause 
celebrates the power of resilience and endurance.’ 
— TLS

‘Both commendable and the sort of book one hopes 
others will emulate … Jiryis lovingly, meticulously 
and affectingly relates the story of her own family and 
their specific experiences, yet these experiences can 
so easily be translated to virtually all Palestinians.’ 
— The Markaz Review

DIANA DARKE

‘This persuasive study argues that northern Europe’s 
greatest gothic buildings are deeply indebted to 
the Arab world … [it is] a useful reminder of the 
interconnectedness of civilisation.’ — The Observer

‘An extraordinarily ambitious work, part cri de coeur 
and part textbook on Islamic architecture and its 
influence on the West.’ — Times Literary Supplement

Stealing from the Saracens
How Islamic Architecture Shaped Europe

2020 | 9781787383050 
474pp, 142 colour illus | £25.00 | HB

FIDA JIRYIS

Stranger in My Own Land

2022 | 9781787387812 
392pp, 40pp colour illus | £20 | HB

Diana Darke is an Arabist and cultural expert who has 
lived and worked in the Middle East for over thirty years. 

Fida Jiryis is a Palestinian writer and editor who has written 
on life as a Palestinian in Israel and the West Bank.

Spectator and BBC History Magazine 
‘Book of the Year ’

Palestine, Israel and One Family's Story of 
Home

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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‘Genuinely moving. Exceptional.’ — Moni Mohsin, 
author of The Diary of a Social Butterfly

Born in Uganda, Aisha Sarwari had never lived in 
South Asia, yet struggled to reconcile the cultural 
expectation to be a ‘good Muslim girl’ with her 
desire for equality and acceptance. After she met 
Yasser, a Pakistani law student, they returned to their 
ancestral country and married. Little did they know 
that a brain tumour would become a near-lethal third 
wheel in their relationship. Between Africa, America 
and Pakistan, Heart Tantrums and Brain Tumours is a 
unique story of identity and belonging, misogyny 
and motherhood, patriarchy and partnership. 

AISHA SARWARI

Heart Tantrums and Brain 
Tumours
A Tale of Marriage, Misogyny and Muslim 
Feminism

Aug 2023 | 9781787388932 
456pp | £15.99| PB

2022 | 9781787388079 
304pp | £17.99 | HB

Aisha Sarwari is a public speaker, women's rights activist, 
co-founder of the NGO Women's Advancement Hub, and 
author of two books on feminism.

Shortlisted for the 2023 PEN/Jean Stein Book Award

‘This “palimpsestic quest” through Central Asia … 
blends travelogue with a larger meditation on faith, 
community, and colonization.’ — The New Yorker

‘Filled with lyrical meditations on faith and 
community, plus beautiful descriptions of Uzbekistan, 
Samatar has created something almost transcendent.’ 
— Library Journal (starred review)

SOFIA SAMATAR

The White Mosque
A Silk Road Memoir

Sofia Samatar is an award-winning novelist.  She currently 
teaches African literature, Arabic literature in translation 
and speculative fiction at James Madison University.
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‘A sincere and nuanced reflection on race, 
identity and the author’s experiences as a white 
Muslim. … [with] beautiful prose and equally 
beautiful analogies.’ — The New Arab

MEDINA TENOUR WHITEMAN

Journeys Through Whiteness and Islam

Medina Tenour Whiteman is a writer, poet, translator 
and musician. She lives near Granada, Spain, with her 
husband and three children.

Madian Al Jazerah is a Palestinian Jordanian who 
was born in Kuwait. In 1997 he opened Amman’s 
Books@cafe, the first internet cafe/bookstore in the 
Arab world. 

‘A riveting and revealing journey of identity, 
politics and love in the Arab world. Brave in its 
honesty, and beautiful in its simplicity.’ — Rana 
Sweis, author of Voices of Jordan; journalist for The 
New York Times and others

A Story of Identity and Worth

Are You This? Or Are You This?

MADIAN AL JAZERAH

2021 | 9781787384651 | 232pp | £14.99 | PB

The Invisible Muslim

2020 | 9781787383029 | 288pp | £17.99| PB

RUDI MATTHEE

Angels Tapping at the Wine-Shop’s 
Door

‘That Islamic culture makes no room for alcohol is a 
myth that has long clouded views of and within Islam. 
Rudi Matthee debunks this myth with the deftness 
and authority we have come to expect from one of 
our most accomplished scholars of Islamic cultures. 
Intoxicatingly good.’ — Christopher de Bellaigue, 
author of The Islamic Enlightenment and The Lion House 

2023 | 9781787388154 | 352pp, 8pp colour illus | £25| HB

A History of Alcohol in the Islamic World

Rudi Matthee is the John A. Munroe and Dorothy 
L. Munroe Chair of  History at the University of 
Delaware.

With Ellen Georgiou

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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‘A great read … An excellent brief history of the 
driving force that made Islamic civilisation the 
greatest of its time and then the factors behind its 
decline.’ — Imran Khan, former Prime Minister 
of Pakistan

Lost Islamic History

FIRAS ALKHATEEB

2017 | 9781849046893 | 232pp  | £12.99 | PB

Firas Alkhateeb teaches and studies at Darul Qasim 
in Chicago.

‘A rich narrative account of al-Andalus … a 
reminder that Islam in Europe is set in stone — in 
marble and mortar — and it cannot be chiselled 
away.’ — Financial Times

‘A richly layered tapestry … Catlos knows how 
to tell a story.’ — Asian Review of Books

Kingdoms of Faith
A New History of Islamic Spain

BRIAN A. CATLOS

2021 | 9781787384101 |  496pp | £14.99 | PB

Brian A. Catlos is Professor of Religious Studies at the 
University of Colorado, Boulder. 

‘Rodgers and Cavendish have read deeply, 
communicate their enthusiasm for the city very 
well and provide illuminating pictures of its 
most notable inhabitants.’ — Literary Review

‘City of Illusions vividly describes the light and 
shade of Granada’s history.’ — The Critic

City of Illusions 

A History of Granada

HELEN RODGERS & STEPHEN CAVENDISH

2021 | 9781787385580 | 360pp, 16pp colour  illus | £18.99 | HB

Helen Rodgers is an Arabist and Stephen Cavendish 
is a writer, editor and historian.

Reclaiming Muslim Civilisation from the Past
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A landmark volume on the lives of Muslim 
women across a century of rapid change, 
restoring lost voices and enriching our picture 
of British society.

SARIYA CHERUVALLIL-CONTRACTOR 
& JAMIE GILHAM (EDS)

100 Years of Hidden History

Sariya Cheruvallil-Contractor is a sociologist of Islam 
at Coventry University. Jamie Gilham is a historian 
of Western Islam whose books include Loyal Enemies: 
British Converts to Islam, 1850–1950, also published by 
Hurst.

Craig Considine is a lecturer in sociology at Rice 
University and a global speaker.

‘A historical meditation on the fascinating 
complexity of Christian belief systems in 
Arabia which would have been encountered 
by Muhammad. This is a valuable text on the 
ancient coexistence of faiths, which, while 
honouring each other, weren’t afraid to draw 
lines in the sand about their differences.’ 
— Barnaby Rogerson.

Prophet Muhammad’s Encounters with Christians

People of the Book
CRAIG CONSIDINE

2021 | 9781787384712 | 232pp, 8pp colour illus | £20| HB

Muslim Women in Britain, 1850–1950

2023 | 9781805260400 | 328pp | £30| HB

WILLIAM GERVASE CLARENCE-SMITH

Islam and the Abolition of Slavery

‘A tour de force.’ — TLS

‘Raises the profile of a debate which, for a long 
time, has been confined to a small group of 
Orientalists.’ — The Muslim World Book Review

William Clarence-Smith is Professor of the Economic 
History of Asia and Africa at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies in London.

2020 | 9781787383388 | 304pp | £25| PB

http://www.hurstpublishers.com


‘[A] fascinating book.’ — The New York Review of Books

‘[Gönül Tol’s] detailed analysis exploring Erdoğan’s 
shifting foreign policy strategy in Syria gives us a 
nuanced understanding of a complex proxy conflict, 
which has many different international actors, 
with competing interests and ideologies.’ — Irish 
Independent

GÖNÜL TOL

Erdoğan’s War
A Strongman’s Struggle at Home 
and in Syria

2022 | 9781787387980
332pp | £30.00 | HB

2023 | 9781787389311
 272pp | £18.99 | HB 

‘As Mr. Ahmed observes with heart-rending 
eloquence, the Rohingya have been, since 1982, a 
species of non-people in Myanmar … To read his 
invaluable book is to become overwhelmed with 
dread for the Rohingya.’ — The Wall Street Journal

‘[I Feel No Peace] is effective at placing the recent exodus 
of Rohingya in its historical position: as something 
that had happened multiple times before, and will 
likely happen again.’ — The Irish Times

Rohingya Fleeing Over Seas and Rivers

I Feel No Peace
KAAMIL AHMED

Gönül Tol is the founding director of the Middle East 
Institute’s Turkey programme, and a Frontier Europe 
Initiative senior fellow. 
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Kaamil Ahmed is a journalist at The Guardian, covering 
international development.
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‘Hartung draws on a deep knowledge of Islamic 
thought to revise the intellectual history of 
[Islamism] … A System of Life shows more 
powerfully than any previous book that Islamist 
thought emerged from south Asia, and was 
formed in the crucible of identity politics and 
jockeying for position in the years leading to 
the end of colonial rule.’ — Patrick French, The 
Guardian

JAN-PETER HARTUNG

Mawdudi and the Ideologisation of Islam

Jan-Peter Hartung is Senior Lecturer in the study of 
Islam at the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London.

S. Sayyid is Professor of Decolonial Thought and 
Social Theory at the University of Leeds

‘Paradigm shifting … Salman Sayyid offers a 
breathtakingly brilliant meditation on the problem 
of decolonisation through Muslim thought and 
politics. [Written] with exceptional clarity, Recalling 
the Caliphate especially raises and addresses crucial 
questions about the role and possibilities offered by 
Islamist thought in imagining a decolonial world 
order. This monumental book should be read and 
taught widely.’ — New Books Network

Decolonisation and World Order
Recalling the Caliphate
S. SAYYID

2020 | 9781787387256 | 256pp | £18.99 | PB

A System of Life

2020 | 9781787382251 | 384pp | £19.99| PB

ABDUL RAHMAN AL-KAWAKIBI

The Nature of Tyranny

‘Al-Kawakibi’s classic text has never lost 
its timeliness. It teems with insights into 
despotism’s effects on economy, psychology, 
education, science and religion.’ — Mohammed 
Bamyeh, University of Pittsburgh

2021 | 9781787385481 | 152pp | £45.00| HB

Second edition

Abdul Rahman Al-Kawakibi was born in 1854 
in Syria. His writing on tyranny and injustice in 
the Ottoman Empire remains influential among 
reformists across the Arab and Muslim world today. 
He died in 1902 under mysterious circumstances.  

And the Devastating Results of Oppression

Foreword by Leon T. Goldsmith

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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‘This rewarding collection of diverse essays reveals 
multiple drivers of Russia’s enduring interests in 
the Middle East. Anyone who wishes to understand 
Russia’s foreign policy, whether in the Middle 
East or beyond, should read this book.’ — Anna 
Borshchevskaya, Senior Fellow, The Washington 
Institute

NIKOLAY KOZHANOV (ED.)

Russian Foreign Policy Towards 
the Middle East
New Trends, Old Traditions

2022 | 9781787386891 
296pp | £25.00| PB

2022 | 9781787387140
320pp | £25.00 | PB

Mohamed Zayani is a professor of critical theory at the 
School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University in Qatar.

‘Understanding Tunisia’s political transformation 
since 2011 requires comprehensive analysis of the 
key enablers of and challenges to the country’s 
democratisation. The international contributions to 
this volume offer just that, painting a vivid picture 
of hard and soft politics in Tunisia.’ — Lina Khatib, 
Director, Middle East and North Africa Programme, 
Chatham House

MOHAMED ZAYANI (ED.)

A Fledgling Democracy
Tunisia in the Aftermath of the Arab Uprisings

Nikolay Kozhanov is Research Associate Professor at the 
Gulf Studies Center, Qatar University.

Part of the Georgetown University, Center for 
International and Regional Studies, School of Foreign 
Service in Qatar series

Part of the Georgetown University, Center for 
International and Regional Studies, School of Foreign 
Service in Qatar series
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SUZI MIRGANI (ED.)

Informal Politics in the 
Middle East

‘Clearly written and accessible, this book is a 
significant contribution to an important debate.’ 
— Asian Affairs

‘This book fills a large gap in the study of the Middle 
East by offering a critical analysis of the interaction of 
formal and informal politics. Interesting, timely and 
important, it is necessary reading for those wanting 
to understand contemporary politics.’ — Simon 
Mabon, Professor of International Politics, Lancaster 
University

‘From Morocco to Iran, this volume illustrates vividly 
and convincingly the political significance of the 
beautiful game. Timely, original and well written, it 
is a must-read for anyone interested in the fascinating 
and multifaceted story of Middle Eastern football.’
 — Tamir Sorek, Liberal Arts Professor of Middle East 
History, Penn State University

State, Society, and the Beautiful Game

Football in the Middle East
ABDULLAH AL-ARIAN (ED.)

2022 | 9781787384828
336pp | £25 | PB

2022| 9781787387133
336pp | £25.00 | PB

Abdullah Al-Arian is Associate Professor of History at 
Georgetown University in Qatar.

Part of the Georgetown University, Center for 
International and Regional Studies, School of Foreign 
Service in Qatar series

Suzi Mirgani is Assistant Director for Publications at the 
Center for International and Regional Studies (CIRS), 
Georgetown University in Qatar. 

Part of the Georgetown University, Center for 
International and Regional Studies, School of Foreign 
Service in Qatar series

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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‘The greatest strength of [Unfulfilled Aspirations] 
is its clear and in-depth conjunction of theory 
and case-studies. Saouli’s edited volume is a 
timely study of an important subject for Middle 
East studies.’ — International Affairs

Unfulfilled Aspirations

ADHAM SAOULI (ED.)

2020 | 9781787383197 | 320pp  | £27.50 | PB

Adham Saouli is Senior Lecturer in International 
Relations at the University of St Andrews.

‘This collection is both a timely and significant 
contribution to our understanding of what makes 
movement and mobility a defining feature of 
contemporary life in the Middle East.’ — Dawn 
Chatty, University of Oxford

Mobility and Forced Displacement in 
the Middle East

ZAHRA BABAR (ED.)

2021 | 9781787383203 |  496pp | £25.00 | PB

Zahra Babar is Associate Director for Research at 
the Center for International and Regional Studies at 
Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service in 
Qatar. 

‘Refreshing and absorbing. […] Marcus Dubois 
King … has assembled a diverse and highly 
competent team of experts who present seven 
superb case studies on the topic. Each chapter 
is unfailingly well written, meticulously 
documented, and thoughtful.’ — The Israel 
Journal of Foreign Affairs

Water and Conflict in the Middle East

MARCUS DUBOIS KING (ED.)

2020 | 9781787382107 | 288pp | £27.50 | PB

Marcus Dubois King is John O. Rankin Associate 
Professor of International Affairs at George 
Washington University. 

Middle Power Politics in the Middle East

Part of the Georgetown University, Center for 
International and Regional Studies, School of Foreign 
Service in Qatar series

Part of the Georgetown University, Center for 
International and Regional Studies, School of Foreign 
Service in Qatar series

Part of the Georgetown University, Center for 
International and Regional Studies, School of Foreign 
Service in Qatar series
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USAAMA AL-AZAMI

Islam and the Arab Revolutions

‘[An] important study, the first comprehensive account 
of its kind.’ — Asian Affairs

‘Compelling.’ — Middle East Policy

‘Ten years after the Arab Spring, little attention has 
been given to the important role of religious scholars. 
Al-Azami’s excellent book provides an extensive 
analysis of a myriad of discourses and political 
alliances.’ — Heba Raouf Ezzat, Ibn Haldun University

‘Focuses on one of the most relevant issues in 
terrorism and Middle Eastern studies: governance. 
The contributors are a refreshingly interesting and 
heterogenous mix. I cannot think of another book that 
covers so much ground.’ — Lorenzo Vidino, George 
Washington University, 

‘One of the most comprehensive and informative 
studies of Islamist governance to date, with fifteen 
rich case studies from around the world. The diverse 
authors persuasively demonstrate the importance 
of social welfare and justice for the legitimacy of 
state and non-state actors.’ — Mara Revkin, Duke 
University

The Rule is for None but Allah
JOANA COOK & SHIRAZ MAHER (EDS.)

2022 | 9781787388222
392pp | £20 | PB

May 2023| 9781787388161
304pp | £50.00 | HB

Joana Cook is Associate Professor of Terrorism and Political 
Violence at Leiden University. Shiraz Maher is Director of 
the International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation and 
Senior Lecturer in the Department of War Studies, King’s 
College London.
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The Ulama Between Democracy and 
Autocracy

Usaama al-Azami is Departmental Lecturer in Contemporary 
Islamic Studies at the University of Oxford.

Islamist Approaches to Governance

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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AHMED GATNASH & IYAD EL-BAGHDADI

The Middle East Crisis Factory

‘A proud, angry and hopeful rallying cry for 
democracy and human rights in the Middle East and 
North Africa. … Baghdadi and Gatnash provide an 
excellent primer on the history of the region, firmly 
rooting its current woes in the colonial experience.’ 
— The Irish Times

‘A critical compass for all to rethink the Middle East 
as it is, and reimagine what it could be. This is an 
ambitious charter to realign history and inspire hope 
for a new generation, and generations to come.’ 
— Lyse Doucet, Chief International Correspondent, 
BBC News

Dilip Hiro is the author of more than thirty books, 
including After Empire: The Birth of a Multipolar World; Inside 
Central Asia; and Apocalyptic Realm: Jihadists in South Asia.

2021 | 9781787383043 
216pp | £14.99 | PB

2022 | 9781787384088
504pp | £18.99 | PB

‘The contemporary great game playing out bloodily 
between oil-fired theocracies in Sunni Saudi Arabia 
and Shia Iran is the subject of Dilip Hiro’s latest book. 
He tells the story with relish.’ — The Financial Times

‘A suitable introduction to the Iranian-Saudi relations 
for someone wanting to go beyond the headlines … 
Trying to capture the vast sweep of this relationship 
in a single text is a monumental task … To Hiro’s 
credit, his account is fairly balanced. The research is 
also impressive in its breadth.’ — Middle East Journal

DILIP HIRO

Cold War in the Islamic World

Saudi Arabia, Iran and the Struggle for 
Supremacy

Ahmed Gatnash is a British-Libyan intellectual, activist 
and entrepreneur. Iyad El-Baghdadi is a Palestinian writer, 
activist and entrepreneur.

M
ID

D
LE EA

STERN
 PO

LITIC
S

Tyranny, Resilience and Resistance
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‘This book heralds the emergence of an organized 
political opposition in the growing Saudi Arabian 
diaspora.’ — Foreign Affairs

‘Anyone interested in what is happening in Saudi 
Arabia will find [this] a good read … The Son King 
joins the growing body of work that unmasks the 
reality of repression in the Kingdom and challenges 
the simplistic notion of Saudi Arabians as religious 
extremists who need a royal strongman to keep them 
in check.’ — Middle East Monitor

2020 | 9781787383319
384pp | £25.00 | PB

MADAWI AL-RASHEED

The Son King
Reform and Repression in Saudi Arabia

2020 | 9781787383791
312pp | £25.00| HB

‘A valuable report card. This is a story as gripping as 
any game of thrones.’ —  Financial Times

‘[Salman’s Legacy] is not a history of Saudi Arabia, 
not a forecast of where the country will go under 
King Salman and MbS, but a treasure trove of some 
important aspects of their inheritance.’ — Asian 
Affairs Journal

‘A very important contribution.’ — Insight Turkey

MADAWI AL-RASHEED (ED.)

Salman’s Legacy
The Dilemmas of a New Era in Saudi Arabia

Madawi Al-Rasheed is Visiting Professor at the London 
School of Economics Middle East Centre and a Fellow of 
the British Academy.
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‘As with Davidson’s other works, [From Sheikhs to 
Sultanism] is written in clear, even entertaining 
prose, uncluttered by jargon. It is far and away 
the best work on these two leaders, the regimes 
they have created, and the sultanistic version of 
authoritarian developmental states.’ — British 
Journal of Middle Eastern Studies

From Sheikhs to Sultanism
CHRISTOPHER M. DAVIDSON

2021 | 9781787383937 | 516pp  | £35.00 | HB

Christopher M. Davidson has long-standing research 
interests in the comparative politics of the Gulf states, 
and was previously a Reader at Durham University 
and an assistant professor at Zayed University, UAE. 

‘The first [book] of its kind to shed light on 
domestic elite dynamics within the Abu Dhabi 
ruling family, linking them to an increasing 
centralization within the state’s security system.’ 
— Wiener Zeitschrift für die Kunde des Morgenlandes

Reinventing the Sheikhdom
MATTHEW HEDGES

2021 | 9781787385467 |  280pp | £25.00 | HB

Matthew Hedges is an academic focusing on 
authoritarian regimes. While conducting fieldwork 
research for his PhD in the UAE, he was arrested and 
sentenced to life imprisonment under the charge of 
espionage. 

‘[A] gripping and thought-provoking book. 
It challenges ideas that still populate public 
discourse and certain academic and policy 
circles in a concise and accessible manner. […] 
A cautionary tale for policy-makers in their 
convoluted practice.’ — The Middle East Journal 

A Self-Fulfilling Prophecy
KATHERINE HARVEY

2021 | 9781787385665 | 392pp | £35.00 | HB

Katherine Harvey is an Adjunct Assistant Professor 
in the Security Studies Program at Georgetown 
University.

Statecraft and Authority in Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE

Clan, Power and Patronage in Mohammed bin 
Zayed's UAE

The Saudi Struggle for Iraq

Foreword by Bruce Reidel



Mixing theoretical and empirical insights, and 
utilising both historical and contemporary 
examples, this book offers a comparative analysis 
of military, political, economic and religious 
power in Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE, as well as of the power of 
narrative.

KRISTIAN COATES ULRICHSEN

‘This account moves from origin to (almost) 
conclusion, capturing how badly [economic and 
political embargoes] backfired, strengthening 
Qatar’s independence and global standing.’ 
— The New York Times, ‘5 Books to Read About 
Qatar Before the World Cup’

‘A rich and valuable resource for readers wanting 
to understand the intricacies of one of the most 
critical junctures in recent Gulf history.’ 
— International Affairs

Qatar and the Gulf Crisis

KRISTIAN COATES ULRICHSEN

2020 | 9781787382077 | 224pp | £35.00 | HB

Centers of Power in the Arab Gulf 
States

Nov 2023 | 9781805260295 | 336pp | £35.00| HB

DANIA THAFER

Creative Insecurity

‘A thoughtful, original analysis of critical links 
between demography, institutional arrangements, 
innovation and national security. Making significant 
contributions to the study of the political economies of 
Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar, this is essential reading.’ 
— Mehran Kamrava, Professor of Government, 
Georgetown University in Qatar

June 2023 | 9781787389502 | 224pp | £45.00| HB

Dania Thafer is Executive Director of the Gulf 
International Forum and a professorial lecturer at 
Georgetown University. 

Institutional Inertia and Youth Potential in the 
GCC

www.hurstpublishers.com        15
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Kristian Coates Ulrichsen is Fellow for the Middle 
East at Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public 
Policy, and an associate fellow of Chatham House’s 
Middle East and North Africa programme. 

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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The 2010s were a decade of transformation and conflict 
in the Middle East, bookended by the Arab Uprisings 
and the coronavirus pandemic. Throughout this time, 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Qatar—the three Arab 
states with the most ambitious regional policies—
declared stability to be their main objective. Yet, rather 
than being a common denominator, this seemingly 
shared goal in fact obscured differences between their 
often-competing agendas.

Seeking Stability Amidst Disorder
TOBIAS BORCK

Sept 2023 | 9781805260417 | 384pp  | £45.00 | HB

Tobias Borck is a researcher at the Royal United 
Services Institute (RUSI) in London.

‘A seminal text on the issue of sectarianism. […] 
Sectarianism Without Sects provides a detailed 
historical background to the emergence of sect in 
the Arab world as well as a theoretical exploration 
of how social identities have assumed political 
significance in the struggle for power.’ — The 
Times Literary Supplement

Sectarianism Without Sects

AZMI BISHARA

2021 | 9781787383210 |  320pp | £40.00 | HB

Azmi Bishara is one of the Arab world's most 
prominent scholars, a critic of authoritarianism and 
colonialism, and a staunch supporter of democratic 
transition in the region. 

‘No one has written with more theoretical 
and practical insight on Muslim sectarianism 
than Fanar Haddad. In this volume, he brings 
together the best of his insights on a topic that 
remains poorly understood. An essential read 
for anyone who is serious about understanding 
“sectarianism” in the Arab world today.’ 
— Nader Hashemi, University of Denver

Understanding ‘Sectarianism’
FANAR HADDAD

2020 | 9781787382060 | 368pp | £35.00 | HB

Fanar Haddad is a London based analyst of Middle 
Eastern and Iraqi affairs.

The Foreign Policies of Saudi Arabia, the UAE 
and Qatar, 2010–20

Sunni–Shi’a Relations in the Modern Arab 
World
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‘One of the best books about cybersecurity in the 
Middle East. Shires does a great job of unpacking how 
cybersecurity is used to further political and societal 
goals and the impact that this has on domestic 
and regional dynamics.’ — Joyce Hakmeh, Senior 
Research Fellow, Chatham House, and co-editor of 
the Journal for Cyber Policy

2022 | 9781787384798 
272pp | £30.00 |HB

JAMES SHIRES

The Politics of Cybersecurity in 
the Middle East

2021 | 9781787384736
312pp | £35.00 | HB

‘By the time readers arrive at the end of Jones’s 
astonishing examination of social media in the 
Middle East, they will be completely persuaded that it 
is now impossible to tell whether anything they read 
online is true.’ — Foreign Affairs

MARC OWEN JONES

Digital Authoritarianism in the 
Middle East

James Shires is Assistant Professor in Cybersecurity 
Governance at the Institute for Security and Global Affairs, 
Leiden University. 

Marc Owen Jones is Assistant Professor of Middle East 
Studies at Hamad bin Khalifa University, Qatar.

Deception, Disinformation and Social Media
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‘An ambitious, original and impeccably documented 
vision of the Syrian disaster. Vignal’s command of her 
topic is impressive; her empathy, and the clarity of 
her research, set War-Torn apart from previous works 
on the Syrian crisis.’ — Jean-Pierre Filiu, Professor 
of Middle East Studies, Sciences Po, Paris School of 
International Affairs

War-Torn

LEÏLA VIGNAL

2021 | 9781787384767 | 328pp  | £30.00 | HB

Leïla Vignal is Professor of Geography at the École 
normale supérieure, Paris

‘[Chatty’s] book examines the country’s 
experience with migration through a mixture of 
source material and interviews with members of 
minority communities. A portrait emerges of a 
country that has been tolerant and generous to 
those seeking refuge.’ — The Financial Times

Syria

DAWN CHATTY

2021 | 9781787384941 |  304pp | £12.99 | PB

Dawn Chatty is Emerita Professor of Anthropology 
and Forced Migration and the former director of 
the Refugee Studies Centre at the Department of 
International Development,  University of Oxford. 

[T]his book is an excellent read given the 
prominent resort to images in jihadist 
communication and their powerful resonance 
… In a fast-evolving digital world, Winter shows 
how to deconstruct the ideas and the systems 
of meaning embedded in propaganda images.’ 
— International Affairs

The Terrorist Image

CHARLIE WINTER

2022 | 9781787385672 | 320pp, 96pp b&w illus | £35.00 | HB

Charlie Winter is a senior research fellow at the 
International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation, 
King's College London. 

The Unmaking of Syria, 2011–2021

Decoding the Islamic State's Photo-Propaganda

The Making and Unmaking of a Refuge State
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‘Arsan’s book is an acute portrayal of Lebanon’s 
unsentimental resilience and exhausting 
challenges. … It is both deeply immersive and 
narrated with impressive critical detachment.’ 
—  Times Literary Supplement

ANDREW ARSAN

‘Nowhere have I read a more lucid, accessible and 
well-researched history of Hizb ut-Tahrir. Reza 
Pankhurst’s book is not only timely but is also 
informed by excellent scholarship and meticulous 
attention to detail. The book truly demystifies the 
caliphate and its many advocates. Whether you are a 
sympathizer or a critic, this book will challenge your 
stereotypes about Islamic activism.’ — Madawi 
Al-Rasheed, LSE

Hizb-ut-Tahrir
REZA PANKHURST

2023 | 9781787389694 | 360pp | £17.99 | PB

Lebanon

2020 | 9781787383654 | 520pp | £19.99| PB

STACEY PHILBRICK YADAV

Yemen in the Shadow of Transition

‘An unusually fine grained and inspiring view of 
the varied communities and advocates who have 
pursued transitional justice during the past decades 
of conflict over unification, regime change, and civil 
war in Yemen.’ — Foreign Affairs

2022 | 9781787388130 | 288pp | £50.00| HB

Stacey Philbrick Yadav is Associate Professor of 
International Relations at Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges in Geneva, New York.

Pursuing Justice Amid War

Andrew Arsan is University Lecturer in Modern 
Middle Eastern History at the University of 
Cambridge.

The Untold History of the Liberation Party

Reza Pankhurst is a political scientist and historian, 
specialising in the Middle East and Islamic 
movements.

A Country in Fragments
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SORAYA LENNIE

Crooked Alleys

‘As one of only a handful of correspondents based 
in Iran, Soraya Lennie offers a unique view of that 
country. A vivid portrait of Iranians, their hopes and 
struggles, at a turning point in Iran’s long history. 
Indispensable reading.’ — Jason Rezaian, Opinions 
Writer, The Washington Post, and author of Prisoner: 
My 544 Days in an Iranian Prison      

'A mine of little-reported information about Iranian 
society.’ — Labour Hub

Ariane M. Tabatabai is the Middle East Fellow at the 
Alliance for Securing Democracy at the German Marshall 
Fund and an Adjunct Senior Research Scholar at Columbia 
University. 

2021 | 9781787384668 
248pp | £20.00 | HB

2020 | 9781787382091
400pp | £37.50 | HB

‘Argues convincingly that rather than being divorced 
from pre-revolutionary Iran, the Islamic Republic is 
no different fundamentally in terms of its strategic 
thinking; it presents thought-provoking reasons as to 
why this is so. This helps to explain Iran’s diplomatic 
posturing and foreign policies for those who hold 
preconceived notions that it is an irrational and non-
pragmatic state.’ — Middle East Monitor

ARIANE M. TABATABAI

No Conquest No Defeat
Iran’s National Security Strategy

Soraya Lennie is an Australian-Iranian journalist and 
analyst. She holds an MA in International Diplomacy 
(MENA) from SOAS University of London and a diploma 
in Persian from the University of Tehran.

Deliverance and Despair in Iran



M
ID

D
LE EA

STERN
 PO

LITIC
S

‘Kamrava offers a glimmer of hope that 
transcends the intolerance of a myopic regime.’ 
— Geographical Magazine

MEHRAN KAMRAVA

‘An outstanding collection of studies by first-
rate scholars, and a must-read for anyone who 
wants to unpack the political life of the Islamic 
Republic. Well-written and engaging, each 
chapter offers unique insights into how today’s 
Iran is governed.’ — Alex Vatanka, Director of 
the Iran Program, Middle East Institute

The Sacred Republic

MEHRAN KAMRAVA

May 2023 | 9781787389519 | 400pp | £45.00 | HB

Triumph & Despair

2022 | 9781787388031 | 304pp | £30.00| HB

MAHMOOD MONSHIPOURI

In the Shadow of Mistrust

‘Monshipouri takes the reader on a detailed, 
exceptionally well-argued and comprehensive 
tour of Iran’s relations with the USA. An important 
contribution to the scholarship for those who want 
to take a deep-dive into this pressing geo-political 
conundrum.’ — Arshin Adib-Moghaddam

2022 | 9781787387119 | 336pp | £35.00| HB

Mahmood Monshipouri is Professor and Chair 
of International Relations at San Francisco State 
University.

The Geopolitics and Diplomacy of US–Iran 
Relations

Power and Institutions in Iran

Mehran Kamrava is Professor of Government at 
Georgetown University in Qatar, and Director of the 
Iranian Studies Unit at the Arab Center for Research 
and Policy Studies.

Part of the Iran from the Pahlavis to the 
Present series

In Search of Iran's Islamic Republic

Part of the Iran from the Pahlavis to the 
Present series

Part of the Iran from the Pahlavis to the 
Present series
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‘An original contribution to the scholarly 
literature on the topic, Leslie excellently explains 
how the art of enemy-making has succeeded 
in creating today’s animosity in the Iran-Israel 
conflict.’ — Nader Entessar, Professor Emeritus, 
Department of Political Science and Criminal 
Justice, University of South Alabama

Fear and Insecurity
JONATHAN G. LESLIE

2022 | 9781787388123 | 400pp  | £40.00 | HB

Jonathan G. Leslie is a consultant and adjunct professor 
at the Center for Security Studies at Georgetown 
University, Washington, DC. 

‘[A] bold and important work on the history of 
modern Palestine and the Palestinian struggle 
over the past century. However, unlike other 
histories of Palestine and Israel, the author’s 
insistence is that Palestine is a matter of justice.’ 
— Washington Report on Middle East Affairs

Palestine

AZMI BISHARA

2022 | 9781787387102 |  360pp | £20.00 | PB

Azmi Bishara is one of the Arab world's most 
prominent scholars, a critic of authoritarianism and 
colonialism, and a staunch supporter of democratic 
transition in the region. 

‘Polarized and Demobilized provides such a 
sophisticated account that any sort of summary 
or short review would fail to do it justice. … 
Over and above, it is a truly enjoyable read: one 
of the very few academic works that combines 
theoretical sophistication with a smooth, 
seamless and beautifully articulated narrative.’ 
— LSE Review of Books

Polarized and Demobilized
DANA EL KURD

2022 | 9781787388246 | 240pp | £18.99 | HB

Dana El Kurd is an assistant professor in the 
Department of Political Science, University of 
Richmond.

Israel and the Iran Threat Narrative

Legacies of Authoritarianism in Palestine

Matters of Truth and Justice
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‘A fascinating study providing detailed 
perspectives into the evolution of German-
Israeli relations. Covering sixty years of 
interaction at all levels of state and society, 
Marwecki impressively captures how the two 
have remained strategically intertwined.’ 
— Alexander Clarkson, Lecturer in German 
and European and International Studies, King’s 
College London

DANIEL MARWECKI

‘A timely contribution to Middle Eastern 
studies, raising more questions in the reader’s 
mind, in addition to providing a wide historical 
perspective on controversies and conflicts of 
interest … a highly valuable resource.’ — Global 
Policy

Fraternal Enemies
CLIVE JONES & YOEL GUZANSKY

2020 | 9781787382121 | 224pp | £50.00 | HB

Germany and Israel

2020 | 9781787383180 | 256pp | £35.00| HB

MICHAEL J. WILLIS

Algeria

‘Willis draws on his deep knowledge of Algeria and 
the entire Maghreb to provide a comprehensive view 
of the Game of Thrones played by Algerian elites since 
independence. It prevented popular participation 
except for periodic outbursts, and entrenched an 
authoritarian and deeply corrupt system.’ — Author 
of A Tale of Four Worlds: the Arab Region after the 
Uprisings

2022 | 9781787384743 | 560pp | £45.00| HB

Michael J. Willis teaches contemporary Maghreb 
politics at St Antony’s College, University of Oxford. 

Politics and Society from the Dark Decade to the 
Hirak

Daniel Marwecki is a lecturer in International 
Relations at Hong Kong University.

Israel and the Gulf Monarchies

Clive Jones is Professor of Regional Security at 
Durham University and a fellow of the Royal 
Historical Society. Yoel Guzansky is Senior 
Researcher at the Institute for National Security 
Studies, Tel Aviv University. 
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Based on interviews with tribal sheikhs, tribal 
representatives and other stakeholders, Alison 
Pargeter traces the role of the tribe in Libya and Iraq 
from the revolutionary nationalist period into the 
fraught transitions that followed. She reveals how 
tribes have succeeded in developing a presence in 
national and local political structures; how they have 
engaged and bargained with major powerbrokers; and 
how they have become important security providers 
in their own right.

Tribes & the State in Libya and Iraq
ALISON PARGETER

October 2023 | 9781805260448 | 344pp  | £40.00 | HB

Alison Pargeter is a senior visiting fellow at the 
Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, King’s College 
London.

‘A cautionary tale of how the cement applied 
by dictatorship can, once broken, yield chaos. 
… Laessing’s is a tale of many villains, from 
feuding fighters to meddling outside powers 
who have turned the renewed civil war into a 
proxy international conflict.’ — Financial Times

Understanding Libya Since Gaddafi 

ULF LAESSING

2020 | 9781849048880 | 240pp | £22.00 | PB

Ulf Laessing is Reuters' bureau chief for Egypt and 
Sudan. He has reported on Libya since 2011 and was 
one of the few foreign correspondents reporting from 
Tripoli between 2013 and 2015.

‘An exceptionally deeply researched, pathbreaking 
collection which examines at a granular level the 
profound and understudied ways in which endemic 
violence has reshaped politics and society in Libya 
since 2011.’ — Marc Lynch, George Washington 
University

Violence and Social Transformation 
in Libya

VIRGINIE COLLOMBIER & WOLFRAM LACHER (EDS.)

June 2023 | 9781787389854 | 368pp | £25.00 | PB

Virginie Collombier is Professor of Practice at Luiss 
Guido Carli University in Rome. Wolfram Lacher 
is a senior associate at Berlin's German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs (SWP).

From the Nationalist Era to the New Order

Matters of Truth and Justice
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‘… a timely acknowledgment that Libya’s chemistry is 
older than the laboratory Qaddafi fashioned. The book 
traces not only the colonel’s demise, as many others 
have done, but the appearance of a lesser-known new 
cast. Written almost entirely by foreign experts, some 
of whom know the different factions intimately, it is 
the most detailed account I have read of the old forces 
shaping new Libya.’ — Nicholas Pelham, New York 
Review of Books

BRIAN MCQUINN & PETER COLE  (EDS)

‘This book contains fresh thinking, real insight, 
and gems of knowledge throughout… Pack’s 
per ceptive analysis raises valid questions about 
the nature of the contemporary international era 
and the ability of the world to resolve the issues 
faced.’ — The Middle East Journal

Libya and the Global Enduring 
Disorder

JASON PACK

2021 | 9781787385689 | 304pp | £25.00 | HB

Libyan Revolution and its Aftermath

2021 | 9781787384958 | 432pp | £14.99| PB

IAN MARTIN

All Necessary Measures?

‘A judicious, thoughtful analysis.’ — Foreign Affairs

2022 | 9781787385849 | 224pp | £30.00| HB

Ian Martin has led UN human rights and peace 
operations in countries including Rwanda, 
Timor-Leste, Nepal and Libya. A former Amnesty 
International secretary-general, in 2011–12 he was 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s post-conflict 
planning adviser, then UN support mission head, for 
Libya. 

The United Nations and International 
Intervention in Libya

Brian McQuinn is Assistant Professor of International 
Studies at the University of Oxford. Peter Cole was a 
senior analyst on Libya with the International Crisis 
Group during the revolution, and advised the UN, 
EU, corporations, NGOs and media.

AFTERWORD BY JONATHAN M. WINER

Jason Pack is a Senior Analyst at the NATO Defense 
College Foundation, and the founder of Libya-
Analysis LLC.  
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‘Negotiating Survival is the first text to cover the topic of 
how civilians have been bargaining with insurgents 
in Afghanistan. Rich in empirical material and 
comprehensively sourced, it is original, ambitious, and 
convincing.’ — Antonio Giustozzi, Visiting Professor, 
King’s College London, and author of The Taliban at 
War: 2001–2018

Negotiating Survival
ASHLEY JACKSON

2021 | 9781787384859 | 328pp  | £30.00 | HB

Ashley Jackson is the co-director of the Centre for the 
Study of Armed Groups at the Overseas Development 
Institute. 

‘An unusual personal foray into the motives of the 
jihadis from one of their number. Anas … describes 
vividly for a western audience the human story … [a] 
fascinating book.’ — The Times

To the Mountains
ABDULLAH ANAS

May 2023 | 9781787389663 | 376pp | £15.99 | PB

Abdullah Anas is an Algerian politician-in-exile 
and former member of the mujahideen who fought 
alongside bin Laden before falling out with the al-
Qaeda leader over his plans for a global Jihad. Tam 
Hussein is an award-winning investigative journalist 
and writer.

‘This detailed account of the decisions and 
misjudgements that led to the fall of the Republic 
and the Taliban’s return to power is essential 
reading for anyone wanting to understand why 
the twenty-year campaign ended this way.’ 
— Sir Laurie Bristow, British Ambassador to 
Afghanistan 2021

The Decline and Fall of Republican 
Afghanistan

AHMAD SHUJA JAMAL & WILLIAM MALEY

Ahmad Shuja Jamal was director-general for 
international relations on Kabul’s National Security 
Council (2019–21). William Maley is Emeritus Professor 
of Diplomacy at Australian National University.

Civilian–Insurgent Relations in Afghanistan

My Life in Jihad, from Algeria to Afghanistan
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2023 | 9781787388017 | 304pp | £25.00 | HB

With Tam Hussein
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‘Anyone interested in understanding Pakistan’s 
obsession with blasphemy and how it has 
come to affect the Ahmadis must engage with 
Hussain’s work.’ — Frontline

ADEEL HUSSAIN

‘Meticulously researched, engaging and fun 
to read, Another India revokes the myth that 
Muslims were merely objects of Indian history. 
It is rare to come across writing brimming 
with this level of analytical clarity, insight and 
humour.’ — Adeel Hussain, Assistant Professor 
of Legal and Political Theory, Leiden University

Another India

PRATINAV ANIL

2023 | 9781787388086 | 432pp | £25.00 | PB

Revenge, Politics and Blasphemy in 
Pakistan

2021 | 9781787386853 | 248pp | £25.00| HB

JAMES A. MILLWARD

Eurasian Crossroads

‘[An] excellent … and invaluable book.’ 
— Jonathan Mirsky, New York Review of Books 
 
‘The scope and depth of Mr. Millward’s latest 
text is unmatched.’ — Ilaria Maria Sala, Far 
Eastern Economic Review "

2021 | 9781787383340 | 536pp | £16.99| PB

James A. Millward is Associate Professor of History 
at Georgetown University, Washington, DC. 

The Making of the World's Largest Muslim 
Minority, 1947-77

Adeel Hussain is Assistant Professor of Legal and 
Political Theory, Leiden University. He worked for 
an international law firm, and advised the Afghan 
government on constitutional and administrative 
reforms.

Pratinav Anil is a Lecturer in History at St Edmund 
Hall, University of Oxford. 
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Established in 2012, Critical Muslim is a quarterly publication of ideas and 
issues showcasing groundbreaking thinking on Islam and what it means to be a 
Muslim in a rapidly changing, interconnected world. Each edition focuses on a 
discrete theme, and contributions include reportage, academic analysis, cultural 
commentary, photography, poetry, and book reviews. It is published in association 
with the Muslim Institute, and subscription information can be found at www.
criticalmuslim.com. Editor Ziauddin Sardar is an award-winning, internationally 
renowned writer, futurist and cultural critic.
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Winter 2023
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