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ANJAN SUNDARAM

Breakup
A Reporter's Marriage amid a 
Central African War

‘To shatter one of the gravest geopolitical silences: 
open this book. Your world will 

never be the same.’
— Junot Diaz, author of The Brief Wondrous Life 

of Oscar Wao

‘A compelling journey of hatred and horror, of 
compassion and courage. I can hardly imagine the 
bravery it took to compile this invaluable record.’ 

— Noam Chomsky

‘Beautifully written and passionately told.’
— Janine di Giovanni, author of Ghosts by 

Daylight: Love, War, and Redemption
  
After ten years reporting from central Africa, Anjan 
Sundaram is living a quiet life in Canada with his 
wife and new-born. But when preparations for 
genocide emerge in the Central African Republic, 
he is suddenly torn between his duty to his family, 
and his moral responsibility to expose the conflict. 
Soon he is travelling through the CAR, driven by 
a possible spy—discovering ransacked villages and 
locals fleeing imminent massacre, fielding offers 
of mined gold, and hearing of soldiers who steal 
schoolbooks for cigarette paper. When he refuses 
to return home, journeying instead into a rebel 
stronghold, he learns that there is no going back to 
the life he has left behind. Breakup illuminates the 
personal price paid by those bearing witness on the 
frontlines of humanitarian crimes across the globe. 

May 2023

9781805260202

216mm x 138mm

208pp

£18.99 Hardback

‘Anjan Sundaram is one of the 
great reporters of our age. He 

writes with exceptional courage 
and deep humanity. An inspiring 

chronicler of the world 
and the spirit.’

— Fergal Keane, BBC foreign 
correspondent and author of The 

Madness: A Memoir of War, 
Fear and PTSD

Anjan Sundaram is the author of Bad News: 
Last Journalists in a Dictatorship and 
Stringer: A Reporter’s Journey in the Congo. 
His writing has also appeared in Granta, 
The Guardian, The Observer, The Daily 
Telegraph and The Washington Post. 

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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Beyond Belief
How Pentecostal Christianity is Taking
Over the World

ELLE HARDY

Elle Hardy is a journalist and foreign correspondent who has 
reported from the United States, the former USSR and North 
Korea, among a long list of places.

2021 | 9781787385535 

216mm x 138mm | 328pp | £20 | HB

‘Hardy is a first-class reporter. […] Beyond Belief 
makes for an often gripping story, full of twists and 
turns.’ — The Sunday Times

‘[An] elegant account […] Hardy is an engaging 
usher round the Pentecostal world.’ — The 
Telegraph

‘An excellent panorama of the world’s powerful and 
enigmatic Pentecostal movements. Path-breaking 
and thought-provoking, elegantly and lucidly 
written, this is an exceptional book.’ — Olufemi 
Vaughan, Chair of Black Studies, Amherst College, 
and author of Religion and the Making of Nigeria

Stefan Dercon is Professor of Economic Policy and Director 
of the Centre for the Study of African Economies at the 
University of Oxford.

‘[An] urgent and important book.’ — Financial Times

‘An ambitious and uncompromising analysis of 
the challenge of economic development across the 
world, from China and India, to Kenya and Ghana. 
It dissects failures and successes, drawing on diverse 
methodologies and Dercon’s own experience of living 
and working in all corners of the world. Peppered with 
data and direct observation, the book is fascinating to 
read.’ — Kaushik Basu, Professor of Economics and 
Carl Marks Professor of International Studies, Cornell 
University, former Chief Economist of the World Bank

2022  | 9781787385627 
216mm x 138mm 360pp | £25 | HB

April 2023 | 9781805260080 
216mm x 138mm | 360pp | £15.99 | PB

Why Some Countries Win and Others Lose

Gambling on Development

STEFAN DERCON

NEW IN PAPERBACK

NEW 
IN PB
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‘An important body of work that highlights 
unforgivable injustices and the courageous systems and 
voices trying to counter them.’ — African Arguments 

‘A disturbing indictment of the racialised injustices 
and profiteering inequity laid bare by Covid-19, and 
a stirring paean to the vital necessity of solidarity and 
sharing.’ — Priyamvada Gopal, author of Insurgent 
Empire

Strange and Difficult Times
Notes on a Global Pandemic

NANJALA NYABOLA

Travelling While Black
Essays Inspired by a Life on the Move

NANJALA NYABOLA

2022 | 9781787387805 

216mm x138mm | 184pp | £14.99 | PB 

2020 | 9781787383821

216mm x 138mm | 264pp | £16.99 | PB

One of African Arguments’s Best African Books of 2022
One of Brittle Paper’s Anticipated African Books of 2023

Nanjala Nyabola is a writer and political analyst based in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Her work focuses on structural injustice, 
the intersection between technology and politics, and 
migration and human mobility. 

Shortlisted for the Stanford Dolman 
Travel Book of the Year

‘An insightful, sometimes uncomfortable read, 
and, like travel itself, opens our eyes.’ — The 
Times

‘Nanjala Nyabola is a highly self-aware guide 
in this personal investigation into race, travel 
and migration in the 21st century… exploring 
them with depth and insight and a bright 
alertness to difference. […] Often beautifully 
written, the book rewards on many levels, 
especially when the personal and political are 
brought together.’ — The Irish Times

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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Christopher Clapham is based at the Centre of African 
Studies, Cambridge University, and recently retired as editor 
of The Journal of Modern African Studies. 

‘A sharp political history’ — Foreign Affairs

‘Distinguished political scientist and veteran 
Ethiopianist Christopher Clapham has written a 
fascinating account . . . insightful, thoughtful, and full 
of wisdom.’—African Studies Review

‘An accessible history of one of the most unique 
corners of Africa … an important book of history that 
is frankly a pleasure to read.’ — H-Africa

State Formation and Decay

The Horn in Africa
CHRISTOPHER CLAPHAM

Updated, Second Edition

March 2023 | 9781787389656 
216mm x 138mm | 240pp | £19.99 | PB

Lagos
Supernatural City

TIM COCKS

2022 | 9781787386945
216mm x 138mm | 344pp | £16.99 | HB

Tim Cocks is a British-born journalist of South African 
parentage. Currently based in Johannesburg, he was 
formerly Reuters West & Central Africa bureau chief, based 
in Dakar, following four years in Lagos as Nigeria bureau 
chief. He holds an MA in Philosophy & Theology from the 
University of Oxford.

‘An entertaining take on the city by an enchanted 
foreigner.’ — Adewale Maja-Pearce, Anglo-Nigerian 
author of The House My Father Built

‘Tim Cocks’ affection for Nigeria’s exuberant and 
complex metropolis shines through vividly sketched 
Lagosians in their dogged pursuit of a better life.’ — 
Lola Shoneyin, author of The Secret Lives of Baba 
Segi’s Wives

NEW 
ED

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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2021  | 9781787385559 | 234mm x 156mm

400pp, 48 b&w illus | £25 | HB 

June 2023 | 9781787389618 | 216mm x 

138mm | 688pp, 48 b&w illus | £17.99 | PB

Dr Susan Williams is a senior research fellow in the School 
of Advanced Study, University of London. She has previously 
published the pathbreaking Who Killed Hammarskjöld?, 
which in 2015 triggered a new, ongoing UN investigation 
into the death of the UN Secretary-General, and Spies in the 
Congo, which spotlights the link between US espionage in 
the Congo and the atomic bombs dropped on Japan in 1945. 
For full details, see page 15.

‘Exposes the astonishing extent of the CIA’s activities 
across central and west Africa in the 1950s and early 
60s.’ — The Observer

‘Williams does a nice line in intrigue. There is a John le 
Carré quality to many of the episodes [in White Malice]. 
CIA operatives turn up as journalists, interpreters, 
businessmen and private secretaries, sometimes bearing 
suitcases of cash. … [An] entertaining narrative.’ 
— Financial Times

‘A deeply distressing history of CIA involvement in plots 
to eliminate certain regimes in Africa, particularly in 
the Congo and Ghana, just as the countries shook off 
European colonial rule.’ — Kirkus Reviews

The CIA and the Neocolonisation of Africa

White Malice
SUSAN WILLIAMS

THULA SIMPSON

History of South Africa
1902 to the Present

‘A remarkable historian whose work on South African 
history deserves to be read.’ — History Today

‘Narrative history at its best. With prodigious detail 
and eloquent prose, Thula Simpson places Black 
South Africans at the centre of the country’s historical 
evolution and claims his place at the head table of 
contemporary historians. A masterpiece!’ — Xolela 
Mangcu, former Oppenheimer fellow, Hutchins Center 
for African and African American Studies, Harvard 
University

Thula Simpson is Associate Professor of History at the 
University of Pretoria. 

2022 | 9781787387996

234mm x 156mm | 632pp | £22 | PB

Winner of the National Institute for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences Non-Fiction Book Award (South Africa)

NEW 
IN PB

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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African Arguments is a series of short books about contemporary Africa and the critical 
issues and debates surrounding the continent. The books are scholarly and engaged, 
substantive and topical.

The series is owned by the International African Institute and published in association 
with the Royal African Society, and the World Peace Foundation at Tufts University. In 
2005–20, more than 30 books were published in the series, on topics including questions 
of justice, rights and citizenship; politics, protests and revolutions; the environment, land, 
oil and other resources; health and disease; economy: growth, aid, taxation, debt and 
capital flight; and both Africa’s international relations and country case studies.

Since 2021, the series has been published by Hurst, with titles co-published or distributed 
in North America by Oxford University Press. Where possible, co- editions with African 
publishers will also be arranged.

The International African Institute, hosted at SOAS University of London, promotes 
scholarly understanding of Africa, primarily through a publication programme, including 
the journals Africa, Africa Bibliography and the Journal of African Cultural Studies, 
and various book series. It publishes the blog African Arguments – Debating Ideas in 
association with the book series.

Series editors: 
Adam Branch
Alex de Waal
Alcinda Honwana
Ebenezer Obadare
Carlos Oya
 Nicholas Westcott
Managing Editor
Stephanie Kitchen

Forthcoming October 2023

Africa's Infrastructure Globalities	
How Transnational Practices Are (Re)made 
in South–South Relations	

Jana Hönke, Eric Cezne  & Yifan Yang (eds)

ISBN: 9781805260226 / £25 pb /  256 pp

www.hurstpublishers.com       7

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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OLÚF  MI TÁÍWÒ

Against Decolonisation
Taking African Agency 
Seriously

‘We need a more sophisticated analysis of the 
continuity of ideas between Africa and the 

western world, and Táíwò’s book provides this. 
[Against Decolonisation] makes a powerful case 

for how Africans can get out of their malaise: 
not by being trapped in a psychological state of 

victimhood, but by reclaiming their agency.’

 — Tomiwa Owolade, Financial Times

‘Both in Africa and far beyond, academics, 
disciplines, universities and nations are being 
urged to face up to their dark histories and 
to decolonise many aspects of the ways they 

operate. Táíwò is an urgent and eloquent voice 
in suggesting that they need to think harder 

about whether and how that should be done.’

 — Times Higher Education

Decolonisation has lost its way. Olúfẹḿi Táíwò 
fiercely rejects the indiscriminate application of 
‘decolonisation’ to everything from literature, 
language and philosophy to sociology, psychology 
and medicine. He argues that the decolonisation 
industry, obsessed with cataloguing wrongs, is 
seriously harming scholarship on and in Africa. 
He finds ‘decolonisation’ of culture intellectually 
unsound and wholly unrealistic, conflating 
modernity with coloniality, and groundlessly 
advocating an open-ended undoing of global 
society’s foundations. Worst of all, today’s 
movement attacks its own cause: ‘decolonisers’ 
themselves are disregarding, infantilising and 
imposing values on contemporary African thinkers. 
This powerful, much-needed intervention questions 
whether today’s ‘decolonisation’ truly serves 
African empowerment.

June 2022

9781787386921

190mm x 126mm

368pp

£14.99 Paperback

Olúfẹ́mi Táíwò is 
Professor of African 
Political Thought 
and current Chair at 
the Africana Studies 
and Research Center, 
Cornell University. His 

book How Colonialism Preempted Modernity in 
Africa won the Frantz Fanon Award in 2015. 

Selected as one of 100 
Notable African Books of 

2022 in Brittle Paper
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2021 | 9781787385740 | 216mm x 138mm | 264pp | £22 | PB

Paula Cristina Roque PhD is a founding member of the 
South Sudan Center for Strategic and Policy Studies.

‘Roque shines a light on Angola’s decades-long 
“armed peace” and identifies securitisation—as 
discourse, strategy and infrastructure—at its 
shadowed heart. A deeply researched picture of 
an unaccountable, secretive machinery, justified 
by a “permanent crisis” that it both imagines 
and makes all too real.’ — Jocelyn Alexander, 
Professor of Commonwealth Studies, Department 
of International Development, University of 
Oxford

PAULA CRISTINA ROQUE

Governing in the Shadows
Angola's Securitised State

WILLOW BERRIDGE, ALEX DE WAAL & 
JUSTIN LYNCH

Sudan's Unfinished Democracy

‘An outstanding analysis of politics in modern 
Sudan, providing readers with behind-the-scenes 
details of the 2019 revolution and the struggles 
that Sudan continues to face.’ — Mark Fathi 
Massoud, Professor of Politics and Legal Studies 
at UC Santa Cruz

The Promise and Betrayal of a People's 
Revolution

2022 | 9781787385351 | 216mm x 138mm | 280pp | £22 | PB 

Willow Berridge is a lecturer at Newcastle University. 
Justin Lynch is a writer and researcher. Raga Makawi 
is an editor and Sudanese democracy activist. Alex 
de Waal is Executive Director of the World Peace 
Foundation.

LESLIE BANK & NELLY SHARPLEY

Covid & Custom in Rural South Africa

‘Bank and Sharpley show how the pandemic 
exacerbated inequality, cultural conflicts, 
power discrepancies and contested leadership in 
South Africa. An excellent book, well written 
and convincing in its analysis, and the detailed 
ethnography from the Eastern Cape is simply 
magnificent.’ — Thomas Hylland Eriksen, 
Professor of Social Anthropology, University of 
Oslo

Leslie Bank is Professor and Deputy Executive Director 
at the Human Sciences Research Council in South 
Africa. Nelly Sharpley is a medical sociologist.

2022 | 9781787385733 | 216mm x 138mm | 320pp | £22 | PB

Culture, Healthcare and the State
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ASNAKE KEFALE & FANA GEBRESENBET (EDS)

Youth on the Move
Views from Below on Ethiopian International 
Migration

‘A tour de force from some of the most important 
scholars working in and on the Horn of Africa 
today. Clearly written and drawing from a wide 
range of original empirical data, this is a key 
contribution to the literatures of migration, 
displacement, youth and development.’ — Laura 
Hammond, Professor of Development Studies, 
SOAS University of London

2021 | 9781787385702 | 216mm x 138mm | 304pp | £22 | PB 

Asnake Kefale is Associate  Professor of Political Science and 
IR at Addis Ababa University. Fana Gebresenbet is Assistant 
Professor at Addis Ababa University's Institute for Peace 
and Security Studies.

ADRIAAN VAN KLINKEN & EZRA CHITANDO

Reimagining Christianity and Sexual 
Diversity in Africa

‘The authors draw on the teachings of African 
Christian theologians to underscore the message 
that the radical inclusivity of the Christian Gospel 
both embraces sexual minorities and that sexual 
minorities have always had a place in African 
history and culture.’ — The Rev. Canon Mpho 
Tutu van Furth, priest, author, artist, and CEO 
of the Tutu Teach Foundation

2021 | 9781787385719 | 216mm x 138mm | 264pp | £20 | PB

Adriaan van Klinken is Professor of Religion and 
African Studies at the University of Leeds. Ezra 
Chitando is Professor of Religious Studies at the 
University of Zimbabwe.

SHOBANA SHANKAR

An Uneasy Embrace
Africa, India and the Spectre of Race

‘[A] must-read for all scholars interested in 
histories of Africa-India connections and those 
who seek evidence that ideas from the past 
continue to exist with the potential to forge 
pathways toward solidarity and progress in the 
Global South.’

2021 | 9781787385696 | 216mm x 138mm | 256pp | £22 | PB 

Shobana Shankar is Associate Professor of History at 
Stony Brook University.

Shortlisted for the International Studies 
Association’s Global Development Section Book 
Award

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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TOBIAS HAGMANN & FINN STEPPUTAT (EDS)

Trade Makes States
Governing the Greater Somali Economy

April 2023 | 9781787387058 | 312pp | £22 | PB

Tobias Hagmann is a research consultant and Associate 
Professor at Roskilde University. Finn Stepputat is a senior 
researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies.

Trade Makes States highlights how trade and the 
circulation of goods are central to Somali societies, 
economies and politics. Drawing on multi-site 
research from across East Africa’s Somali-inhabited 
economic space–which includes areas of Kenya, 
Djibouti, Uganda and Ethiopia–this volume 
highlights the interconnection between trade and 
state-building after state collapse. It scrutinises the 
‘politics of circulation’ between competing public 
administrations, which seek to generate revenue 
and to control infrastructures along major trade 
corridors.

Sept 2023 | 9781787389441 | 296pp | £20 | PB

Francis Mangeni is the Coordinator of Regional Advisors on 
the African Continental Free Trade Area. Andrew Mold is 
Senior Economist at the UN Economic Commission for Africa.

Borderless Africa makes the case for the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) in an 
accessible and compelling way, without shying 
away from technical and academic debates. 
Francis Mangeni and Andrew Mold take us on 
a journey through the different dimensions and 
implications of the AfCFTA, the largest free-trade 
zone in the world, starting with its underlying 
economic rationale. 

FRANCIS MANGENI & ANDREW MOLD

Borderless Africa
A Sceptic's Guide to the Continental Free
Trade Area

Jan 2024 | 9781787389434 | 408pp | £22 | PB

Paula Cristina Roque PhD is a founding member of the 
South Sudan Center for Strategic and Policy Studies.

Over two separate twelve-year periods, two 
opposing ‘states’ governed in parallel in Angola 
(1979–1991) and Sudan (1990–2002). Deeply 
dividing communities with their counter-nationalist 
programmes, rebel parties UNITA in Angola and 
the SPLM/A in Sudan built political and military 
enterprises in opposition to the established 
governments. Insurgent Nations unpacks the 
complexities of these movements, exploring the 
charisma of their leaders, the ruthlessness of their 
military operations, their political manoeuvrings, 
and their multiple transformations in war and 
peace. 

Rebel Rule in Angola and South Sudan
Insurgent Nations
PAULA CRISTINA ROQUE
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DAVID B. MOORE

Mugabe's Legacy

Coups, Conspiracies, and the Conceits of 
Power in Zimbabwe

‘Moore’s deft and dramatic political history 
of Mugabe’s rise and humiliating fall unpacks 
a tragic and continuing Animal Farm legacy. 
Comprehensive in its treatment of Zimbabwe’s 
major political events and actors, this is an 
intriguing and timely read.’ — NoViolet 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwean novelist

David B. Moore is a professor of Development Studies at 
the University of Johannesburg.

2022 | 9781787387713 | 216mm x 138mm | 304pp | £22 | PB

CHRISTOPH N. VOGEL

Conflict Minerals Inc. 

War, Profit and White Saviourism in Eastern 
Congo

2022 | 9781787387065 | 216mm x 138mm | 224pp | £20 | PB

Christoph N. Vogel is an award-winning investigator of 
conflicts in Central Africa. He is Research Director of 
the Insecure Livelihoods project at Ghent University.

‘An unflinching examination of how even the 
best intentions can lead to perverse outcomes. A 
devastating critique of “white saviourism”, Vogel 
provides a necessary and grounded obituary 
for a dead paradigm. Lucid, compassionate and 
personal, a must-read for those interested in 
Africa’s forever war.’ — Zachariah Mampilly, 
Marxe Endowed Chair of International Affairs, 
City University of New York

‘Everyone interested in people and wildlife should 
read this book. Every parliamentarian in the 
Congo Basin should read this book. Some may 
disagree with the author, but each of his chapters 
is excellent. Together they are a masterpiece.’ 
— David Wilkie, Director of Conservation 
Measures, Wildlife Conservation Society

THEODORE TREFON

Bushmeat

Culture, Economy and Conservation in Central 
Africa

Theodore Trefon is a senior researcher at the Royal 
Museum for Central Africa, Belgium, and a lecturer at 
ERAIFT, Kinshasa.

Mar 2023 | 9781787388147 | 216 x 138mm | 256pp | £20 | PB

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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‘The most authoritative account to date of this much-
neglected atrocity.’ — Financial Times

‘Campbell’s extraordinary research (which has 
spanned a quarter of a century) maps out the massacre 
. . . in exemplary fashion. It is a horrific tale, told with 
verve and a sense of moral passion, but also with the 
meticulous skill of a detective and a historian.’
 – Times Literary Supplement

‘[A] masterly history . . . Ian Campbell has performed a 
tremendous service by rescuing from historical neglect 
and European propaganda the stories of the victims of 
20th-century Italy’s homicidal push for greatness.’ 
— The National

IAN CAMPBELL

The Addis Ababa Massacre
Italy's National Shame

2019 | 9781787382237

216mm x 138mm | 440pp | £19.99 | PB

Sept 2023 | 9781805260240

216mm x 138mm | 336pp, 8 illus b&w | £18.99 | PB 

‘This stunning book explores the Catholic Church’s 
support for and encouragement of Mussolini’s campaign 
against the Ethiopian Orthodox Church during Italy’s 
invasion and occupation of Ethiopia from 1935 to 
1943. … Eloquent and based on authoritative archival 
research in both Ethiopia and Italy, Campbell’s book 
sheds new light on a key episode in African history.’
 — Foreign Affairs

‘Holy War is one of the most significant—and most 
chilling—books you are likely to read on global 
Christian history.’ — The Christian Century 

The Untold Story of Catholic Italy's Crusade 
Against the Ethiopian Orthodox Church

Holy War

IAN CAMPBELL

A Foreign Affairs Best Book of 2022

Ian Campbell is an independent scholar and international 
consultant. 

A Financial Times History Book of the Year

2021 | 9781787384774

216mm x 138mm | 336pp, 8 illus b&w | £30 | HB
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‘A powerful and thoughtful exploration of the deep 
history behind the looting of some of Africa’s greatest 
artistic treasures. If you want to understand why the 
Benin Bronzes must be returned to Nigeria, read this 
book.’ — David Olusoga, historian, broadcaster, and 
author of Black and British

‘A stark exploration of the blood-soaked British raid 
that plundered the treasures of Benin.’ — BBC History 
Magazine

‘This compelling account of the plunder of Benin 
provides a deeply disquieting snapshot of the workings 
of the British Empire in Africa and beyond. There 
is a manifestly powerful case for restitution and 
reparation.’ — Priyamvada Gopal, Professor of 
Postcolonial Studies, University of Cambridge, and 
author of Insurgent Empire.

OLIVETTE OTELE

‘Fascinating … though this is a work of synthesis, it’s 
an unusually generous and densely layered one.’ 
— The Guardian

‘A brilliant, important and beautifully written book 
that forces us to think about the past differently.’ 
— Peter Frankopan, History Today Books of the Year 
2020

‘This is a book I have been waiting for my whole life. 
It goes beyond the numerous individual black people 
in Europe over millennia, to show us the history of the 
very ideas of blackness, community and identity on the 
continent that has forgotten its own past. A necessary 
and exciting read.’ — Afua Hirsch, author of Brit(ish)

African Europeans
An Untold History

2020 | 9781787381919 | 

216mm x 138mm  |  288pp | £25 | HB

PADDY DOCHERTY

Blood and Bronze
The British Empire and the Sack of Benin

2021 | 9781787384569 

216mm x 138mm | 240pp | £20 | HB

Shortlisted for the LA Times Book Prize 2022
Shortlisted for The Orwell Prize for Political Writing 2021
A Guardian Best Book of 2020

Olivette Otele is Distinguished Professor of the Legacies and 
Memory of Slavery at SOAS, University of Londo nand Vice-
President of the Royal  Historical Society.

Paddy Docherty is a historian of empire, with a particular 
interest in the British Empire, anticolonial resistance, and 
the cultural impact of imperialism.

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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‘Few histories of natural landmarks capture the ebbs 
and flows of the economic, political and social life 
they engender like this history of the Zambezi. A 
remarkable tale of a river whose story may come to an 
end in the face of increased human pressure and global 
warming.’ — Benedito Machava, Assistant Professor 
of History, Yale University

‘A meticulously researched and nuanced longue-durée 
history of the Zambezi River, which, as Newitt points, 
has directly or indirectly shaped the destiny of Central 
Africa. This is an engaging elegy for grandeur of the 
river’s diverse natural environment and the peoples 
who lived along its shores in rhythms of history.’ 
— Liazzat Bonate, Lecturer in African History, 
University of the West Indies

MALYN NEWITT

The Zambezi
A History

2022 | 9781787387003 | 216mm x 138mm 

424pp, 16pp colour illus | £25 | HB

2022 | 9781787386976 

216mm x 138mm | 296pp | £16.99 | PB

Malyn Newitt was deputy vice-chancellor of the University 
of Exeter, and the first holder of the Charles Boxer Chair, 
King's College London.   

Kwasi Konadu is John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Endowed Chair and Professor at Colgate University, teaching 
worldwide African histories and cultures.

‘Konadu, an outstanding historian of his generation, 
presents a lucid, riveting and transformative portrait 
of gender and politics in the face of the violence of 
European empires at the dawn of modernity.’ — Toby 
Green, Professor of Precolonial and Lusophone African 
History and Culture, King’s College London 

‘A fascinating picture of the entangled early modern 
world. Using the rich archival material found in 
inquisition records, this book provides an important 
new window onto the daily lives of three Black 
women in sixteenth-century coastal West Africa, and 
in Europe.’ — Bronwen Everill, Lecturer in History, 
University of Cambridge

KWASI KONADU

Many Black Women of this 
Fortress
Graça, Mónica and Adwoa, Three Enslaved Women 
of Portugal’s African Empire
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[Williams] has done a fine job of marshalling new 
evidence and painting a vivid picture of a past era of 
Rhodesian colonists in long socks and white shorts, 
and of cold war politics played out through vicious 
proxy wars in Africa.’ — Sunday Times

‘A startling, meticulous, convincing book, written in 
the understated prose of a Scandinavian crime thriller.’ 
— Simon Kuper, The Financial Times

‘This engaging book marks a concerted effort to 
explore the historical mysteries that shroud the UN 
Secretary-General’s death. … This is a fascinating, 
meticulously researched, and easy-to-read study of the 
events surrounding the episode.’ — African Affairs

2018 | 9781849049528 

198mm x 138mm  |  400pp | £16.99 | PB

SUSAN WILLIAMS

Who Killed Hammarskjöld?
The UN, The Cold War and White Supremacy 
in Africa

2016 | 9781849048026

216mm x 136mm | 320pp | £17.99 | PB

‘To have found in the history of the Second World War 
a million square miles of unfamiliar territory— the 
Congo— is an achievement in itself. On top of that, 
her story is thrilling. Even the mundane details are 
delightful.’ — The Sunday Telegraph

‘Williams pieces together her history in forensic 
fashion. The result is a gripping work that uncovers 
a world long cast in shadow … A little-known story, 
but one with a terribly familiar ring—and ultimately 
devastating consequences.’ — The Economist

‘[Williams’s] new, meticulously researched book has 
shades of Graham Greene, a hint of Conrad, even 
echoes of Indiana Jones … truly a thriller, in which 
Williams paints clear and sympathetic pictures of 
characters thrust into a totally unfamiliar territory.’
 — The Guardian

SUSAN WILLIAMS

Spies in the Congo
The Race for the Ore that Built the Atomic 
Bomb

Dr Susan Williams is a senior research fellow in the School 
of Advanced Study, University of London. 
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MAX SIOLLUN

What Britain did to Nigeria

A Short History of Conquest and Rule

‘Brings [a] much needed African viewpoint to 
[Nigeria’s] colonial history.’ — Financial Times

‘[A] fascinating new study… offering a cogent 
analysis of the development of slavery and the 
lucrative trade in rubber, in palm oil… and the 
wholesale exploitation involved.’ — RTÉ Culture 
Online

‘Siollun’s evenhanded assessment of the roughly 
60 years of colonial rule that followed is … 
absorbing’. — Foreign Affairs

Max Siollun is a historian and author who specialises 
in Nigeria's history. He has written some of the most 
acclaimed books on Nigeria's history.

2021 | 9781787383845 
216mm x 138mm | 408pp | £20 | HB

2019 | 9781787382022 
 216mm x 138mm | 320pp | £27.50 | PB

A Foreign Affairs Best Book of 2020

‘Sharply written and well-informed.’ — Foreign 
Affairs

‘Riveting, [with] crisp, disciplined sentences and 
an engaging pace plus expert descriptions of 
colourful characters. This is how history should be 
written. [Each chapter] is virtually a stand-alone 
booklet offering entertaining and informative 
insights.’ — Ikhide R. Ikheloa, Brittle Paper

MAX SIOLLUN

Nigeria's Soldiers of Fortune
The Abacha and Obasanjo Years
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Biafra in the News

The Nigerian Civil War Seen from a London 
News Desk

‘A timely account of the civil war, whose shadow 
still falls on a dysfunctional Nigeria, and another 
Federal commander’s term in the presidency 
is ending. Derrick’s vantage point at West 
Africa, then the authoritative London weekly, 
is strengthened by research since, and detailed, 
argued analysis.’ — Richard Bourne, author of 
Nigeria: A New History of a Turbulent Century

2022 | 9781787386860 | 216mm x 138mm | 280pp | £19.99 | PB

Jonathan Derrick is a freelance editor and scholar 
who served twenty years on the editorial staff of West 
Africa magazine.

2018 | 9781787380271 | 216mm x 138mm | 336pp | £19.99 | PB

Stephen Ellis was Desmond Tutu Professor at the 
Faculty of Social Sciences at the VU University, 
Amsterdam.

‘Ellis [is] one of Britain’s most accomplished 
Africanists … this is the most deeply researched 
book yet on the nature and origins of Nigerian 
organised crime.’ — Financial Times

‘For decades Nigeria has suffered a doubly 
dubious reputation … This state of affairs is ably 
documented and explained by Stephen Ellis … in 
an excellent history of Nigerian organised crime.’ 
— The Economist

A History of Nigerian Organised Crime
This Present Darkness

STEPHEN ELLIS

2019 | 9781787380042 | 216 x 138mm | 184pp | £35 | HB

Henning Melber is Director Emeritus of The Dag 
Hammarskjöld Foundation and Senior Research 
Fellow at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, 
University of London.

‘[Melber] has produced a nuanced defence of 
Hammarskjöld’s tenure at the UN … Regarding 
the plane crash, [Melber] suggests convincingly 
that forces hostile to decolonisation, including 
southern African white settlers, caused the crash.’ 
— Foreign Affairs

Dag Hammarskjöld, the United Nations 
and the Decolonisation of Africa

HENNING MELBER

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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OLIVIER VAN BEEMAN

Heineken in Africa
A Multinational Unleashed

‘[This] critical account of the brewer goes to the 
heart of doing business in challenging markets . 
. . [a] provocative book.’ — The Financial Times

‘Precisely and rigorously ticks off Heineken’s 
excesses and tribulations in Africa.’ — Le Monde

‘This book it is an important window into how 
careless corporate behaviour can impede Africa’s 
development.’ — African Business

Olivier van Beemen is a Dutch investigative journalist 
specialising in Africa.

2021 | 9781787384880 | 198 x 130mm | 328pp | £11.99 | PB

June 2023 | 9781787389359 | 328pp, 50 illus | £30 | HB

Sara Byala PhD (Harvard) is Senior Lecturer in Critical 
Writing, University of Pennsylvania. 

Travel to virtually any African country and you 
are likely to find a Coca-Cola, often a cold one 
at that. Bottled asks how this carbonated drink 
became ubiquitous across the continent, and what 
this reveals about the realities of globalisation, 
development and capitalism. Bottled is the 
first assessment of the social, commercial and 
environmental impact of one of the planet’s 
biggest brands and largest corporations, in Africa.

Bottled

SARA BYALA

How Coca-Cola Became African

2020 | 9781787382053 | 216mm x 138mm | 208pp | £45 | HB

Odile Goerg is Full Professor of Modern African 
History at CESSMA, Université Paris Diderot.

'Goerg’s book takes us from the early 20th 
century to the rise of African nationalism. Her 
interests range widely … [which] provides a vivid 
and memorable impression of Africans in both 
urban and rural settings in the process of rapid 
self-transformation.’ — History Today

‘A well-researched account of the introduction of 
cinema in the British and French colonies in West 
Africa.’ — Chartist

Cinema in Colonial West Africa

Tropical Dream Palaces

ODILE GOERG
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DAVID HARRIS

Sierra Leone
A Political History

‘Harris weaves a story of fascinating detail — vivid 
sketches of key figures in the country’s political 
history, and of the topography and personality 
of its capital Freetown — alongside big political 
themes of state-building, war and regional power 
politics. This is a rich introduction not only to 
Sierra Leone but to the politics of Africa and its 
place in the world.’ — Julia Gallagher, Lecturer in 
International Politics, Royal Holloway, University 
of London

David Harris is Senior Lecturer in African Studies at 
Bradford University and specialises in West African 
politics.

2020 | 9781787384125 | 216mm x 138mm | 256pp | £22 | PB

2020 | 9781787384040 | 216mm x 138mm | 256pp | £30 | PB

Charles van Onselen is an acclaimed historian of Southern 
Africa and Research Professor at the University of Pretoria. 

‘The great master of social history, van Onselen, 
provides us an unsurpassable lesson in the 
commodification and disposal of human life.’ 
— James C. Scott, Sterling Professor of Political 
Science & Anthropology, Yale University

‘Van Onselen’s dazzling study of just one train 
route is about journeys loaded with fear, loathing 
and contempt. . . a devastating account of human 
burden and wreckage.’ — Gordon Pirie, African 
Centre for Cities, UCT

Moving Mozambican Miners to and from the 
Witwatersrand Mines, 1902–1955

The Night Trains

CHARLES VAN ONSELEN

1998 | 9781850653721 | 230mm x 140mm | 424pp | £19.99 | PB

Gérard Prunier is a renowned historian of 
contemporary Africa.

History of a Genocide

The Rwanda Crisis, 1959-1994

GÉRARD PRUNIER

‘Prunier’s elucidation of [Rwanda’s history] 
seems to me to be beyond praise. He has 
reconstructed the entire process by which a 
thorough modern genocide was planned. He 
has read all the documents. He has interviewed 
both perpetrators and survivors. He has 
anatomized the cold process of mass murder 
in both theory and practice.’ — Christopher 
Hitchens, Washington Post

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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 2021 | 9781787381445 | 216mm x 138mm 272pp | £30 | HB

António Tomás is Associate Professor in the Graduate 
School of Architecture at the University of Johannesburg.

‘This is a beautiful book. It is elegant. It is 
elegiac. It is exciting: readers are on the verge 
of historical unearthings and historiographical 
revelations every time the pages turn.' 
— Theoria

‘Figures like Amílcar Cabral… helped us to imagine 
the horizons of freedom in far broader terms than 
were available to us through what we now call “civil 
rights discourse.”’ — Angela Davis

Amílcar Cabral

ANTÓNIO TOMÁS

May 2023 | 9781787389601 | 448pp | £16.99 | PB

Robert Gaudi is a freelance writer and historian. He is 
a graduate of the University of Virginia.

‘If all military histories were as thrilling and 
well written as African Kaiser, I might give up 
reading fiction and literary biography. … Gaudi 
writes with the flair of a latter-day Macaulay. He 
sets his scenes carefully and describes naval and 
military action like a novelist. His sentences are 
models of clarity and vivacity, sometimes further 
enlivened with wry authorial comments.’ 
— Washington Post

General Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck and the 
Great War in Africa

African Kaiser
ROBERT GAUDI

2023 | 9781787386068 | 216 x 138mm | 320pp | 16.99 | PB

Danell Jones is a writer and scholar. She has a PhD in 
literature from Columbia University.

‘The richness and wider implications of 
Merriman-Labor’s life and sojourn in England 
come out vividly in [this] book because of Jones’ 
careful research, analytical rigor, and lively 
writing.’ — Journal of African History

‘A must read.’ — The Sierra Leone Telegraph

The Indomitable Life of A. B. C. Merriman-
Labor

An African in Imperial London

DANELL JONES

Winner of the High Plains Book Award for Nonfiction

The Life of a Reluctant Nationalist
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Oct 2023 | 9781805260233 | 216mm x 138mm | 320pp | £45 | HB

Haggai Erlich is professor emeritus at Tel Aviv 
University. He is the Landau Prize recipient for 2010 
in African Studies.

This book offers an analytic history of the role 
Tigrinya speakers played and are still playing 
in the history of Ethiopia and Eritrea,  from 
its  very ancient incipience to today’s tragical 
fratricidal war.  Drawing from his huge corpus 
of publications on the Horn of Africa, Haggai 
Erlich readdresses and sheds new light on major 
formative turning points,  as well as on patterns 
of continuity. 

And the Mysterious Magnetism of Ethiopia

Greater Tigray

HAGGAI ERLICH

Mulugeta Gebrehiwot Berhe is a senior fellow at 
the World Peace Foundation. He was a founder and 
director of Addis Ababa University’s Institute for 
Peace and Security Studies.

‘A sharp and ultimately excruciating critique of 
the party to which [Mulugeta Gebrehiwot Berhe] 
once dedicated his life.’ — Foreign Policy

‘Will become required reading for academics 
studying rebellion, institutional development, 
transitions, and Ethiopian history and politics.’ 
— African Studies Quarterly

The EPRDF and the Challenges of Ethiopian 
State-Building

Laying the Past to Rest
MULUGETA GEBREHIWOT BERHE

2020 | 97817382916 | 216mm x 138mm | 376pp | £65 | HB

2023 | 9781787388116 | 216mm x 138mm | 392pp | £25 | PB

Martin Plaut, the BBC World Service's former Africa 
Editor is also an adviser to the Foreign Office and the 
US State Department, he is Senior Researcher at the 
Institute of Commonwealth Studies. Sarah Vaughan 
PhD has worked in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa 
since the late 1980s.

‘Timely, forceful and essential. A groundbreaking 
and deeply researched exploration of the war 
still ravaging Tigray. A vital contribution to the 
understanding of a devastating but largely hidden 
conflict, which could well prove to be a defining 
moment, not just for Ethiopia and the Horn of 
Africa, but for the whole continent.’ — Andrew 
Harding, BBC Africa correspondent, and author 
of The Mayor of Mogadishu

Understanding Ethiopia's Tigray War

MARTIN PLAUT & SARAH VAUGHAN

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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African Political Thought

STEPHEN CHAN

An Intellectual History of the Quest for 
Freedom

‘This truly brilliant book is an authoritative 
text on the history of African political 
thought. Historically grounded, distinctively 
interdisciplinary, insightfully diasporic, and 
lucidly analytical, this erudite and engaging work 
will certainly emerge as a major text in African 
political studies.’ — Olufemi Vaughan, Alfred 
Sargent Lee & Mary Ames Lee, Amherst College

2021 | 9781787385504 | 216 x 138mm | 240pp | £18.99 | PB

Stephen Chan OBE is Professor of World Politics at 
SOAS University of London. 

2023 | 9781787387072 | 216mm x 138mm | 320pp | £45 | HB

Samuel Ramani teaches Politics and International 
Relations at the University of Oxford.

‘This is the encyclopedic and nuanced go-to guide 
for everyone interested in Russia’s relations with 
Africa: from students seeking an introduction 
to the topic to experts needing a comprehensive 
reference. Ramani’s language skills and on-the-
ground interviews truly set this book apart.’ 
—  Kimberly Marten, Professor in the Department 
of Political Science, Columbia University, and 
author of Weapons, Culture, and Self-interest: 
Soviet Defense Managers in the New Russia

Resurgent Great Power or Bellicose Pretender?

Russia in Africa
SAMUEL RAMANI

2022 | 9781787383302 | 216mm x 138mm | 368pp | £25 | PB

Tim Kelsall is a senior research fellow at London’s 
Overseas Development Institute.

An engrossing collection of the late Stephen Ellis’ 
key writings on African politics and history, 
gathered together for the first time. The volume 
spans more than three decades of scholarship; 
case studies from six countries; highly-cited and 
lesser-known articles; and a sampling of works 
intended for public engagement as well as an 
academic audience.

The Stephen Ellis Reader

Charlatans, Spirits and Rebels in Africa

TIM KELSALL (ED.)

Afterword by Jean François Bayart
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2020 | 9781787382961 | 216mm x 138mm | 248pp | £35 | HB 

Luis Martinez is a Senior Research Fellow at CERI 
Sciences Po in Paris. 

‘Martinez, one of France’s most reliable analysts 
of North Africa, has crafted a succinct overview 
of politics on the Mediterranean’s southern shore 
since the uprisings that rattled the Arab world in 
2010–11.’ — Foreign Affairs

After the Arab Uprisings

The State in North Africa

LUIS MARTINEZ

2022 | 9781787387249 | 216 x 138mm | 416pp | £18.99 | PB

Catherine Gegout  is Associate  Professor in 
International Relations at the University of 
Nottingham. 

‘An amazingly comprehensive study . . .  
fascinating.’ — Chartist

‘[An] ambitious and prodigiously researched book 
. . . Gegout’s work is compelling and should be of 
significant interest to scholars and practitioners.’ 
— South African Journal of International Affairs

Security, Prestige and the Legacy of 
Colonialism

Why Europe Intervenes in Africa

CATHERINE GEGOUT
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2021 | 9781787384934 | 190 x 130mm | 320pp | £14.99 | PB

Philip Murphy is Director of the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies and Professor of British and 
Commonwealth History at the University of London.

‘In this skilful, witty and deeply-informed book, 
Philip Murphy has punctured the mythology that 
still hangs over the Commonwealth. He shows 
convincingly that inertia rather than shared values 
or common interests has been its main “glue”. A 
brilliant, thought-provoking, and highly readable 
study that should be essential reading for those 
who now guide our affairs.’ — John Darwin, 
Nuffield College, University of Oxford

The Myth of the Commonwealth

The Empire’s New Clothes

PHILIP MURPHY
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Part of the CERI/Sciences Po. series
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2021 | 9781787382039 | 216 x 138mm | 320pp | £45 | HB

Gérard Prunier is a renowned historian of 
contemporary Africa.

‘The Country That Does Not Exist is the book 
on how a post-nation-state world order may 
unfold. A breath of fresh air, it is a must-read 
for academics and policy experts alike, showing 
the elusiveness (and futility) of conventional 
approaches to rebuilding states.’ — Will Reno, 
Professor of Political Science, the Program of 
African Studies, Northwestern University

A History of Somaliland

The Country That Does Not Exist

GÉRARD PRUNIER

2022 | 9781787384743 | 216 x 138mm | 320pp | £45 | HB

Michael J. Willis teaches contemporary Maghreb 
politics at St Antony’s College, University of Oxford. 

‘Willis draws on his deep knowledge of Algeria and 
the entire Maghreb to provide a comprehensive 
view of the Game of Thrones played by Algerian 
elites since independence. It prevented popular 
participation except for periodic outbursts, and 
entrenched an authoritarian and deeply corrupt 
system.’ — Marina Ottaway, former Senior 
Research Associate and Head of the Middle East 
Program, Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace

Politics and Society from the Dark Decade to 
the Hirak

Algeria
MICHAEL J. WILLIS

Dec2023 | 9781787384033 | 216 x 138mm | 216pp | £25 | HB

Khalid Mustafa Medani is Associate Professor 
of Political Science and Islamic Studies at McGill 
University.

In April 2019, following over six months of 
persistent youth-led protests, Sudanese president 
Omar al-Bashir was successfully deposed, 
bringing an end to three decades of authoritarian 
rule in Sudan. In this illuminating volume, Khalid 
Mustafa Medani examines the political and 
socioeconomic factors that led to the revolution 
and diagnoses the challenges that remain for the 
consolidation of democracy.

The Challenges of Democracy After Autocracy

Revolutionary Sudan

KHALID MUSTAFA MEDANI
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The Islamic State in Africa
The Emergence, Evolution, and Future of the Next Jihadist 
Battlefront

JASON WARNER 
WITH R. O'FARRELL, H. NSAIBIA & R. CUMMINGS

‘[A] significant contribution to the academic and policy-
oriented literatures on African studies, terrorism and 
political violence, and rebellion, insurgency, and civil 
wars. The authors have provided a wealth of empirical 
information and theoretical proposals for other 
scholars and foreign policy practitioners to consider 
when pondering how best to address the expanding 
security challenges posed by African IS affiliates as 
well as Al-Qaeda’s own African affiliates.’ — The 
Muslim World Book Review

2021 | 9781787383906 | 216mm x 138mm 288pp | £35 | HB

Jason Warner is Assistant Professor of Social Sciences at the US 
Military Academy (West Point). Ryan O'Farrell is a Senior Analyst 
at the Bridgeway Foundation . Héni Nsaibia is a Senior Researcher 
at ACLED. Ryan Cummings is a director of Signal Risk.

This book explores Boko Haram’s resilience, 
local support and economic networks, and its 
roots in a pre-colonial political order among the 
Kanuri people of Lake Chad. Bukarti is uniquely 
qualified to write this book as many of his friends 
and neighbours went on to join the group, or 
became its victims. He himself was personally 
targeted for recruitment by the notorious 
Abubakar Shekau.

Inside Boko Haram

Unravelling the Myths of an African 
Catastrophe

BULAMA BUKARTI

Aug 2023 | 9781787388109 |216 x 138mm 392pp | £25 | PB

Bulama Bukarti is a Kanuri-speaking senior analyst at the 
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change in London, focusing 
on violent extremist groups in sub-Saharan Africa.

An Economist and Spectator Book of the Year

‘[A] readable, rigorous and important account 
of the tragedy of the world’s youngest nation . . 
Martell’s experience, gained over years of living 
in and reporting on the country, is invaluable . . . 
his writing is powerful and moving.’ 
— The Observer

First Raise a Flag

How South Sudan Won the Longest War but 
Lost the Peace

PETER MARTELL

Peter Martell reports on the Middle East and North 
Africa for AFP. 

2018 | 9781849049597 | 216 x 138mm | 320pp | £27.50 | PB

http://www.hurstpublishers.com
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2021 | 9781849048316 | 216mm x 136mm | 400pp | £25 | PB

Sharath Srinivasan is David and Elaine Potter Lecturer 
at the Department of Politics and International Studies, 
University of Cambridge

‘An essential and timely contribution to the 
peacemaking literature, and a fascinating read.’ 
—International Affairs

‘Sober, mandatory reading for current 
international actors and citizens of both countries 
grappling with transitions, peacemaking, and 
complex politics and conflicts.’ — African 
Conflict & Peacebuilding Review

International Intervention and Unending Wars 
in the Sudans

When Peace Kills Politics

SHARATH SRINIVASAN

2020 | 9781787383289 | 190 x 126mm | 296pp | £27.50 | PB

Richard Reid is Professor of African History at the 
University of Oxford.

‘Shallow Graves offers the reader unparalleled 
access to actors who have witnessed and shaped 
Eritrea’s history. For those seeking context for 
recent developments in the region, it also provides 
an essential background to the 2018 Eritrean-
Ethiopian peace agreement, and the current 
joint Ethiopian-Eritrean offensive in Tigray. This 
engaging, persuasive, and persistently insightful 
book forces us to reconsider the human impact of 
this brutal war afresh and suggests new ways of 
communicating and interrogating history.’ 
— African Studies Review

A Memoir of the Ethiopia-Eritrea War
Shallow Graves
RICHARD REID

2020 | 9781849048804 | 216mm x 138mm | 256pp | £30 | PB

Daniel L. Douek teaches Political Science at McGill 
University and Concordia University in Montreal, 
Canada.

‘A provocative book raising important questions 
about the toxic legacies of dysfunctional states’ 
violent repression of insurgencies: authoritarian 
security elites, urban violence and persistent 
criminal networks. Douek reaches far beyond 
South Africa in his analysis and arguments for 
meaningful security sector reform in post-conflict 
societies.’ — Sue Onslow, Deputy Director & 
Reader in Commonwealth History, Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies, University of London

Insurgency and Counterinsurgency in 
South Africa

DANIEL L. DOUEK
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2021 | 9781787384750 | 216mm x 138mm | 240pp | £25 | PB

Gregory Smith is an economist who analyses and 
overturns commonly held assumptions about investing 
in emerging and frontier markets.

‘A very readable, in-depth look at the history and 
trends of government-issued sovereign debt in 
Africa, giving policy recommendations on how 
African governments can make the best of use of 
debt.’ — African Business

How Africa’s Debt Can Be a Benefit, Not a 
Burden

Where Credit Is Due

GREGORY SMITH

2020 | 9781787384453 | 234mm x 156mm | 336pp | £27.50 | PB

Greg Mills is Director of the Brenthurst Foundation. 
Olusegun Obasanjo was president of Nigeria (1999–2007). 
Hailemariam Desalegn was prime minister of Ethiopia. 
Emily van der Merwe is an economist at the Brenthurst 
Foundation. 

‘Unlike most of the recent books vaunting the 
economic success of East Asia relative to Africa, 
this one does not limit its Asian examples to China, 
South Korea, and Taiwan; the authors also discuss 
poorer countries, such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
Vietnam, whose history and pas economic policy 
failures make their recent successes more instructive 
for African countries.’ — Foreign Affairs

Why and How Africa Should Emulate Asia

The Asian Aspiration

G. MILLS, O. OBASANJO, H. DESALEGN & E. VAN DER 

MERWE

Southern Africa’s varying success is connected 
to its rich natural resources, and yet the region’s 
potential for prosperity remains blocked by 
legacies of the colonial scramble for Africa. South 
Africa still struggles with the trauma of apartheid, 
while World Bank debts have hollowed out the 
financial capacity of countries like Zambia and 
Mozambique. Meanwhile, China is expanding its 
influence through trade and cultural cooperation. 
The contributors lift the lid on an oft-neglected 
region and asks what we can know about 
Southern Africa–past, present and future.

Critical Muslim 49
Southern Africa

ZIAUDDIN SARDAR (ED.)

Ziauddin Sardar is an award-winning, internationally 
renowned writer, futurist and cultural critic. 

Jan 2024 | 9781787389588 | 216 x 138mm | 256pp | £19.99 | PB
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‘The narrative moves along easily from nervous 
excitement at the beginning of each day to exhausted 
relief at the end. Moments of suspense, surprise, joy, 
anger and danger keep the daily round interesting … 
If you would like to know what is involved in crossing 
the vastness at the heart of the African continent with 
a couple of enterprising friends … you will find it here 
in all its mud-splattered glory.’ — Wall Street Journal

Crossing the Congo
Over Land and Water in a Hard Place

MIKE MARTIN, CHLOE BAKER & 

CHARLIE HATCH-BARNWELL

2023 | 9781787389625 | 240pp, 64 illus | £17.99 | PB

Shortlisted for the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Award 
(Wanderlust Adventure Travel Book of the Year)

Mike Martin is Senior Visiting Research Fellow in the 
Department of War Studies at King’s College London. Chloe 
Baker is an anaesthetist working in critical care and emergency 
medicine. Charlie Hatch-Barnwell is a photojournalist.

The Western Sahel’s fragile states face growing 
popular discontent, complicated by both climate 
change and military intervention by France and 
other powers. Mali is the epicentre of the Sahel 
crisis: Morten Bøås charts the history of Mali and 
its fragile neighbours, identifying their current 
frailty as unsettled states, without legitimate 
social contracts or political consensus. What will 
happen if all the ingredients of this perfect storm 
coalesce? What are the ramifications for the Sahel, 
its neighbours, Europe and the wider world?

Sahel
The Perfect Storm
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