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Africa’s Long Road  
Since Independence

The Many Histories of a Continent

Keith Somerville

A new history of post-colonial Africa that delves 
into the legacies of the colonial era in shaping 

the continent’s development in the  
last five decades

Over the last half century, sub-Saharan Africa has 
not had one history, but many  histories that have 
intertwined, converged and diverged. They have 
involved a continuing saga of decolonisation and 
state-building, conflict, economic problems, but 
also progress. This new view of those histories 
looks at the relationship between territorial, eco-
nomic, political and societal structures and hu-
man agency in the complex and sometimes con-
fusing development of an independent Africa.

The story starts well before Ghana’s 1957 in-
dependence, with the pre-colonial societies, slav-
ery and colonial occupation. But the thrust of 
the book looks at Africa in the last few decades. 
While Somerville examines post-colonial con-
flicts within and between new states, he also con-
siders the history of the peoples of Africa—their 
struggle for economic development in the context 
of harsh local environments and the economic 
straitjacket into which they were strapped by co-
lonial rule. The importance of imposed or inher-
ited structures, whether the global capitalist sys-
tem of which Africa is a subordinate part, or the 
artificial and often inappropriate state borders 
and political systems set up by colonial powers, is 
examined in the light of the exercise of agency by 
African peoples, political movements and leaders.

Keith Somerville was a journalist with 
the BBC World Service and BBC News 
for three decades, specialising in Africa. 
He now writes and lectures on African 
affairs and is Senior Research Fellow at 

the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, 
University of London.  

September 2015 • 500pp

Hardback • 9781849045155 • £25.00

Africa / History

September 2015   £25.00
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Why States Recover

Changing Walking Societies into Winning 
Nations, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe

Greg Mills

October 2014   £20.00

‘Failed state’ has become an all-too-common 
political label, but little attention is given to those 
states that manage to turn themselves around. 
Greg Mills asks: how do states recover, and what 
can be done to help them?

State failure takes many forms. Somalia offers 
one extreme: a collapse of central authority as the 
outcome of a prolonged civil war, where authority 
descends into competing factions—headed by war-
lords—around the spoils of local commerce, pow-
er and international aid. At the other end of the 
scale is Malawi. During President Bingu’s second 
term in office, the country’s economy collapsed 
as a result of poor policies and personalised poli-
tics. On the surface, save the petrol queues, it was 
stable; underneath, the polity was fractured, the 
economy broken.

Between these two extremes of state failure are 
all manner of examples. Drawing on research in 
more than thirty countries, incorporating inter-
views with a dozen leaders, Mills disaggregates 
state failure and identifies instances of recovery 
in Latin America, Asia and Africa. All the while 
he returns to his key questions: how do countries 
recover, and what roles ought insiders and outsid-
ers play to aid that process?

‘This brilliant, heart-felt book is a 
blueprint to improve people’s lives. Read 
it, and learn.’ — Ron Suskind, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author of The One Percent 
Doctrine and The Way of the World

‘The key reason behind economic failure 
is, Greg Mills illustrates, politics. But he 
also convincingly shows how they can 
be fixed … led by those with the most at 
stake: locals.’ — Paul Collier, author of 
The Bottom Billion

Greg Mills is Director of the  
Johannesburg-based Brenthurst  
Foundation. He is widely published on 
international affairs, development and  
security, an adviser to African govern-
ments, a regular columnist for local and 
international newspapers, and the author 
of the best-selling book Why Africa is  
Poor—and what Africans can do about it.

October 2014 • 688pp

Paperback • 9781849044615 • £20.00 
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What Fanon Said

A fresh look at the thought of the Afro- 
Caribbean philosopher whose works pervade 

post-colonial studies, critical theory,  
and post-Marxism

Anti-black racism avows reason is white while 
emotion, and thus supposedly unreason, is 
black. Challenging this notion, Gordon offers 
a portrait of Martinican-turned-Algerian revo-
lutionary psychiatrist and philosopher Frantz 
Fanon as an exemplar of ‘living thought’ against 
forms of reason marked by colonialism and rac-
ism. Working from his own translations of the 
original French texts, Gordon critically engages 
in Fanon from dialectics, ethics, existentialism, 
and humanism to philosophical anthropology, 
phenomenology, and political theory as well as 
psychiatry and psychoanalysis.

Gordon takes into account scholars from 
across the Global South to address controversies 
around Fanon’s writings on gender and sexuality 
as well as political violence and the social under-
class. In doing so, he confronts the replication of 
a colonial and racist geography of reason, allow-
ing theorists from the Global South to emerge as 
interlocutors alongside northern ones in a move 
that exemplifies what, Gordon argues, Fanon 
represented in his plea to establish newer and 
healthier human relationships beyond colonial 
paradigms.

‘With devotion and probing insight, 
Gordon illuminates Fanon’s words, spo-
ken on behalf of those whom we do not 

recognise as beings, whom we do not even 
see. Fanon’s words and life remain power-
fully relevant today.’ — Anjan Sundaram, 

author of Stringer: A Reporter’s Journey  
in the Congo

Lewis R. Gordon is Professor of Philoso-
phy and African Studies at the University 

of Connecticut; and Nelson Mandela Dis-
tinguished Visiting Professor at Rhodes 

University, South Africa. 

September 2015 • 216pp

Paperback • 9781849045506 • £14.99

Biography

A Philosophical Introduction to 
His Life and Thought  

Lewis R. Gordon

September 2015   £14.99



4

G
EN

ER
A

L 
IN

TE
RE

ST ‘Eat the Heart of  
the Infidel’
The Harrowing of Nigeria and 
the Rise of Boko Haram

Andrew Walker

September 2015   £16.99

A deeply researched and gracefully written 
history of Boko Haram’s cultural and religious 
hinterland in northern Nigeria

Boko Haram’s appetite for violence and kidnap-
ping women has thrust them to the top of the 
global news agenda. In a few years, they have all 
but severed parts of Nigeria, Africa’s most popu-
lous state and largest economy, from the hands of 
the government. When they speak the world sees 
a grimacing ranting demagogue who taunts view-
ers claiming he will ‘eat the heart of the infidel’ 
and calling on Nigerians to reject their corrupt 
democracy and return to a ‘pure’ form of Islam. 
Thousands have been slaughtered in their cam-
paign of purification which has evolved through 
a bloody civil war. Civilians are trapped between 
the militants and the military and feel preyed 
upon by both. 

Boko Haram did not emerge fully formed. In 
Northern Nigeria — which has witnessed many 
caliphates in the past — radical ideas flourish and 
strange sects are common. For decades Nigeria’s 
politicians and oligarchs fed on the resources of 
a state buoyed by oil and turned public institu-
tions into spoons for the pot. When the going 
was good it didn’t matter. Now a new ravenous 
force threatens Nigeria. 

Andrew Walker has been writing about 
Nigeria since 2006. He worked in Abuja 
for The Daily Trust and reported from 
there for the BBC.

September 2015 • 248pp

Paperback • 9781849045582 • £16.99

Africa / Current Affairs
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Boko Haram

‘Virginia Comolli’s book, lucid and well informed, 
has to be considered the standard work on 

Boko Haram, a movement of fast-growing 
importance.’ — Stephen Ellis, Desmond Tutu 

Professor, Free University, Amsterdam

Northern and central Nigeria have been en-
gulfed in a violent insurgency campaign waged 
by Jama’atu Ahlis Sunnah Lidda’awati w’al Jihad, 
a.k.a. ‘Boko Haram’, and, for a time, its splinter 
group ‘Ansaru’. From its inception an inward-
looking, almost parochial, movement, Boko Har-
am, and even more so Ansaru, have now shown 
clear signs of regionalisation, expanding their 
operations across West Africa and forging links 
with al-Qaeda-affiliated groups. Boko Haram’s 
stated aim is to Islamise Africa’s most populous 
country. Like earlier Nigerian Islamist groups, of 
which there is a long tradition in the Sahel, the 
discontent prompting young Nigerians and other 
young West African Muslims to join the insurgen-
cy is rooted in more than just religious orthodoxy 
and cannot be disentangled from their economic, 
social and political marginalisation.

The Federal Government’s response has been 
a militarised one. But what is the real magnitude 
of the threat? What can foreign partners do to 
support Abuja? How effective is the current gov-
ernment’s strategy in tackling the insurgency? 
And, more importantly, are the root causes of the 
insurgency being addressed and the foundations 
for a durable peace being established?

‘Virginia Comolli’s book, lucid and well 
informed, has to be considered the stand-
ard work on Boko Haram, a movement of 
fast-growing importance.’ — Stephen Ellis, 
Desmond Tutu Professor, Free University, 

Amsterdam, and author of  External  
Mission: The Anc in Exile, 1960-1990

‘Combines detailed research with rigorous 
analysis. ... Virginia Comolli traces the 

origins and evolution of Boko Haram as a 
local, regional and transnational security 
threat, conveying in clear and accessible 

terms the complexities of this poorly un-
derstood phenomenon.’ — Nigel Inkster, 

Director of Transnational Threats and 
Political Risk, IISS

Virginia Comolli is Research Fellow for 
Security and Development at the Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) 

in London.

May 2015 • 256pp

Hardback • 9781849044912 • £20.00

Africa / Politics

Nigeria’s Islamist Insurgency

Virginia Comolli

May 2015   £20.00
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Police in Africa

The Street Level View

Edited by Jan Beek, Mirco Göpfert,  
Olly Owen and Jonny Steinberg

December 2015   £30.00

Often overlooked by journalists and scholars, 
the police forces of the African continents are 
a significant and little-studied phenomenon. This 
book seeks to redress that lacuna

State police forces in Africa are a curiously ne-
glected subject of study, even within the frame-
work of security issues and African states. This 
book brings together criminologists, anthropolo-
gists, sociologists, historians, political scientists 
and others who have engaged with police forces 
across the continent and the publics with whom 
they interact to provide street-level perspectives 
from below and inside Africa’s police forces. The 
contributors consider historical trajectories and 
particular configurations of police power within 
wider political systems, then examine the ‘inside 
view’ of police forces as state institutions – the 
challenges, preoccupations, professional ethics 
and self-perceptions of police officers – and fi-
nally look at how African police officers go about 
their work in terms of everyday practices and en-
gagements with the public.

The studies span the continent, from South 
Africa to Sierra Leone, and illustrate similarities 
and differences in Anglophone, Francophone 
and Lusophone states, post-socialist, post-military 
and post-conflict contexts, and amid both cen-
tralisation and devolution of policing powers, 
democratic transitions and new illiberal regimes, 
all the while keeping a strong ethnographic focus 
on police officers and their work.

Jan Beek is a researcher at 
AFRASO, Frankfurt.  

Mirco Göpfert has a PhD in 
anthropology from Johannes 
Gutenberg University, Mainz. 

Olly Owen is research fellow at 
Oxford University’s Department of 
International Development.

Jonny Steinberg is 
Associate Professor in African 
Criminology at Oxford University. 

December 2015 • 336pp

Paperback • 9781849045773 • £30.00

Politics / Africa
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Guinea-Bissau

Micro-State to ‘Narco-State’

Edited by Patrick Chabal  
and Toby Green

A feeble nation, scarred by colonialism, which it 
struggled heroically to defeat, now exploited  

by narco-traffickers, this arresting book recounts 
the history of an overlooked small state in  

West Africa

Since 1998 Guinea-Bissau has suffered a series 
of coups which outside analysts have linked to 
its emergence as West Africa’s first ‘narco-state’. 
Yet what does this mean for the country and the 
nature of the state in postcolonial Africa? What 
links Guinea-Bissau’s instability with questions of 
wider regional and global security? What would 
a stable government look like in Guinea-Bissau, 
and what are the conditions for its achievement?

The book constitutes the first synthetic at-
tempt to grasp the consequences of the crisis in 
Guinea-Bissau. It fills a void in scholarship and 
policy analysis with a synthesis of both what has 
happened in the country and the wider implica-
tions for postcolonial African nation-building. 
With the current crisis in Mali, and rising interest 
among geopolitical actors in the region’s stabil-
ity, the contributors offer timely reflections on 
the causes and consequences of instability in one 
of Africa’s most fragile states. Together they dem-
onstrate how the undermining of the ideological 
construction of post-colonial African states de-
rives from the historical fragilities and geopoliti-
cal conflicts which are acted out there. This is also 
the last book that Patrick Chabal, a significant 
scholar in contemporary political theory related 
to Africa, worked on.

Patrick Chabal was for many years a Pro-
fessor at King’s College London, latterly 
as Chair of African History and Politics. 

He wrote many key works including Amil-
car Cabral: Revolutionary Leadership and 

People’s War, Africa Works (with Jean-Pascal 
Daloz) and Africa: The Politics of Suffering        

and Smiling. He died in January 2014. 

Toby Green is Lecturer in Lusophone 
African History and Culture at King’s 
College London. He has written and 

edited many works about the history of 
Guinea-Bissau and the wider sub-region, 

most recently (as editor), Brokers of 
Change: Atlantic Commerce and Cultures in 

Pre-Colonial Western Africa.

October 2015 • 288pp

Paperback • 9781849045216 • £25.00

Politics / Development Studies

October 2015   £25.00
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Sahel

A Short History of Mali, Niger and the 
Lands in Between

Thomas L. Miles

December 2015   £25.00

A history of the African states and societies 
along the southern edge of the Sahara and how 
they are responding to new pressures linked to 
the intrusion of global capital.

The Sahel, where the southern edge of the Sahara 
meets the land in between it and the savannah, is al-
ternately ignored and misunderstood. In the 1970s it 
was synonymous with drought and famine, yet crops 
and herds flourish along its riverbanks and fears of 
‘desertification’ have been debunked.

After a century of colonialism and military rule 
the Sahelian nations of Mali and Niger built democ-
racies fortified by long political traditions and Islam, 
though challenged by recurring violence, especially in 
Niger, which also witnessed a return of famine. Yet it 
was Mali that nearly collapsed, in 2012, and there was 
talk of it becoming an al-Qaida safe haven, which pre-
cipitated French military intervention. Once again 
the Sahel is a political and environmental faultline, 
invoked as an ‘arc of instability’, yet while the portents 
seem gloomy, Niger has uranium, Mali is Africa’s 
third largest gold producer and new partners, like 
China, are rushing in.

In his entwined history of Mali and Niger, Thomas 
Miles contends that today’s crises are neither inevitable 
nor permanent. The Sahel has long exchanged goods 
and ideas with the wider world and the presence there 
of French soldiers and American drones is only one 
moment in a long and distinguished trajectory.

Thomas L. Miles is an independent 
scholar who lives in New York. This  
is his first book.

December 2015 • 240pp

Hardback • 9781849044738 • £25.00

Sahel
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Who Killed 
Hammarskjöld?

The UN, the Cold War and  
White Supremacy in Africa

Susan Williams

‘A startling, meticulous, convincing book,  
written in the understated prose of a  

Scandinavian crime thriller.’ — Simon Kuper,  
The Financial Times

One of the outstanding mysteries of the twentieth 
century, and one with huge political resonance, is 
the death of Dag Hammarskjöld and his UN team in 
a plane crash in central Africa in 1961. Just minutes 
after midnight, his aircraft plunged into thick forest 
in the British colony of Northern Rhodesia (Zambia), 
abruptly ending his mission to bring peace to the 
Congo. Many around the world suspected sabotage, 
accusing multinationals and the governments of Brit-
ain, Belgium, the USA and South Africa of involve-
ment in the disaster. These suspicions have never 
gone away.

Susan Williams argues that the official inquiry by 
the Rhodesian government was a massive cover-up that 
suppressed and dismissed a mass of crucial evidence 
pointing to foul play. Who Killed Hammarskjöld? 
follows the author on her intriguing and often 
frightening research, which unearthed a mass of new 
and hitherto secret documentary and photographic 
evidence.

At the heart of this book is Hammarskjöld 
himself—a courageous and complex idealist, who 
sought to shield the newly independent nations of the 
world from the predatory instincts of the Great Powers. 
It reveals that the conflict in the Congo was driven not 
so much by internal divisions, as by the Cold War and 
by the West’s determination to keep real power from 
the hands of the post-colonial governments of Africa. 
It shows, too, that the British settlers of Rhodesia 
would maintain white minority rule at all costs.

Susan Williams has published widely 
on Africa, decolonisation and the global 

power shifts of the twentieth century, 
receiving widespread acclaim for Colour 

Bar, her book on the founding President 
of Botswana. She is a Senior Research 

Fellow at the Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies, University of London.

September 2013 • 312pp

Paperback • 9781849043687 • £12.99

Cold War 

September 2013   £12.99
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‘[Williams] has done a fine job of marshal-
ling new evidence and painting a vivid 

picture of a past era of Rhodesian colonists 
in long socks and white shorts, and  

of cold war politics played out through  
vicious proxy wars in Africa.’ — Sunday Times

‘Part detective, part archivist, part journal-
ist, Williams schmoozed spies, befriended 

diplomats and mercenaries and won the 
trust of Hammarskjöld’s still grieving rela-

tives and UN colleagues to get her tale. She 
unwinds each thread of the narrative with 

infinite patience, leading us carefully down 
the tortuous paths of Cold War intrigue.’  

— The Spectator



10

A Short History  
of  Modern Angola

David Birmingham

November 2015   £55.00 / £17.99

For such a vast, wealthy and important  
African country,  Angola is woefully served in 
English historiography: this book seeks to  
remedy that omission

This history by celebrated Africanist David  
Birmingham begins in 1820 with the Portuguese 
attempt to create a third, African, empire after the 
virtual loss of Asia and America. In the nineteenth 
century the most valuable resource extracted from 
Angola was agricultural labour, first as privately 
owned slaves and later as conscript workers. The 
colony was managed by a few marine officers, 
by several hundred white political convicts, and 
by a couple of thousand black Angolans who 
had adopted Portuguese language and culture. 
The hub was the harbour city of Luanda which 
grew in the twentieth century to be a dynamic 
metropolis of several million people. The export 
of labour was gradually replaced when an agrarian 
revolution enabled white Portuguese immigrants 
to drive black Angolan labourers to produce 
sugar, cotton, maize and above all coffee.

During the twentieth century this wealth was 
supplemented by Congo copper, by diamonds, 
and by off-shore oil. Although much of the coun-
tryside retained its dollar-a-day peasant economy, 
new wealth generated conflict which pitted white 
against black, north against south, coast against 
highland, American allies against Russian allies. 
The war finally ended in 2002 when national re-
construction could begin on Portuguese colonial 
foundations.

David Birmingham’s first book, on the 
Portuguese conquest of Angola, was pub-
lished by Oxford University Press in 1965. 
Since then he has written a dozen other 
works, including the Cambridge History of 
Portugal, and co-edited the three-volume  
History of Central Africa with Phyllis Mar-
tin. He taught in African universities and 
at SOAS before being appointed to the 
chair of modern history at the  
University of Kent.

November 2015 • 176pp

Hardback • 9781849045148 • £55.00

Paperback • 9781849045193 • £17.99

History / Africa

G
EN

ER
A

L 
IN

TE
RE

ST



11

Magnificent and  
Beggar Land

Angola since the Civil War

Ricardo Soares de Oliveira

‘A lucid, clear and remarkably well-informed 
look at a particularly complex and so often 
absurd country, served by writing of a rare  

literary quality. Brilliant!’ — José Eduardo  
Agualusa, Angolan novelist

Based on years of research in and extensive first-hand 
knowledge of Angola, Magnificent and Beggar Land is 
the definitive account of the fast-changing dynamics 
of this important yet misunderstood African state; a 
major exporter of oil, minerals and other raw materi-
als and a growing power in the region. It documents 
the rise of a major African economy and its insertion 
in the international system.

The government, backed by a strategic alliance 
with China and working hand in glove with hun-
dreds of thousands of expatriates, many from the for-
mer colonial power, Portugal, has pursued an ambi-
tious agenda of state-led national reconstruction. This 
has resulted in double-digit growth in Sub-Saharan 
Africa’s third largest economy and a state budget in 
excess of total western aid to the entire continent.

Scarred by a history of slave trading, colonial plun-
der and war, Angolans now aspire to the building of a 
decent society. Soares de Oliveira’s book charts the re-
markable course the country has taken in recent years.

Ricardo Soares de Oliveira is University 
Lecturer in Comparative Politics, Univer-

sity of Oxford, fellow of St Peter’s College, 
Oxford, and fellow of the Global Public 
Policy Institute, Berlin. He is the author 

of Oil and Politics in the Gulf of Guinea and 
co-editor of China Returns  

to Africa, both of which are published  
by Hurst.

March 2015 • 288pp

Paperback • 9781849042840 • £25.00
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‘[T]his little-studied kleptocracy is an accept-
ed part of the western system. Expat western 

workers keep Angola ticking. Angolan oli-
garchs inhabit the global luxury economy of 
British public schools, Swiss asset managers, 

Hermès stores, etc. In fact, argues the Oxford 
political scientist Ricardo Soares de Oliveira 
in his marvellous new book, Magnificent and 

Beggar Land: Angola Since the Civil War, we 
live in “an oligarch’s ideal world”. Western 

countries barely even pretend to disapprove 
of kleptocrats any more.’ — Financial Times

March 2015  £25.00
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‘Essential reading … Hansen focuses on the complex ideo-
logical detours and military tactics of the Shabaab from 
its inception … a succinct and definitive history.’  
— The Economist

‘Exceptional … Deserve[s] a broad readership.’  
— Nicholas van de Walle, Foreign Affairs

‘Al-Shabaab in Somalia is a judicious and timely study of 
a poorly understood militant Islamist group. A brave at-
tempt to both historicize and scrutinize Al-Shabaab, it is a 
must-read for anyone wishing to understand a group that 
has unleashed havoc in parts of Africa.’ — African Affairs

August 2015 • 208pp 

Paperback • 9781849045100   

£14.99 • Somalia / East Africa

Al-Shabaab in Somalia
The History and Ideology of a Militant  
Islamist Group, 2005-2012

Stig Jarle Hansen

‘The real message of Stephen Ellis’s history of the African 
National Congress (ANC) in exile—painfully and palpably 
obvious between the lines—is how the conspiratorial 
past affects the ruling party to the present day. It makes 
uncomfortable reading, for it goes some way towards 
explaining why President Jacob Zuma, a former head of 
the ANC’s intelligence service in exile, and his comrades 
now running South Africa find it so hard to embrace the 
notion that a diversity of opinion and tolerance of dissent 
must be at the heart of any functioning, decent  
democracy.’ — The Economist 

March 2015 • 384pp 

Paperback • 9781849045063   

£14.99 • South Africa / History

NEW IN PAPERBACK

External Mission

The ANC in Exile, 1960-1990

Stephen Ellis
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Songs and Secrets

‘Gilder tells his long, complex and, in fact,  
quite extraordinary story with much verve, 

zipping between revelatory anecdotes and a 
staccato outline of the bigger picture.’  

— Mail & Guardian, South Africa

A decade into its hard-won democracy, South Africa 
and its ruling party, the ANC, have been through tur-
bulent times. Confrontation between Thabo Mbeki 
and his then deputy, Jacob Zuma; the dismissal of 
Zuma as Deputy; Zuma’s defeat of Mbeki in ANC 
presidential elections and the recall of Mbeki as 
South African president are events that left many 
ANC cadres politically and emotionally aghast. Were 
these events the result of personal enmity? Was it 
the beginning of the break-up of the broad church 
that the ANC had become to unite all forces in the 
struggle against apartheid? Or did the roots lie in the 
global dynamic that allowed South Africa its freedom 
as the Cold War cooled? Written in an anecdotal and 
cinematic style, Songs and Secrets explores these ques-
tions through the viewfinder of a former high-ranking 
member of the ANC’s secret intelligence wing. It fol-
lows the author into the ANC’s military camps in 
Angola; to Moscow for spycraft training; to the under-
ground in Botswana and into leadership positions in 
the administration of the new government. Gilder’s 
frank memoir explores the personal, political, psycho-
logical and historical realities that gave birth to the 
new South Africa, in particular the oft-ignored con-
ditions in which the ANC government tried to turn 
apartheid around.

Barry Gilder was born in South Africa 
in 1950. He went into exile in 1976, 
composed and sang struggle songs at 

anti-apartheid events in Europe and else-
where, and served in the ANC’s intelli-

gence structures until his return to South 
Africa in 1991. He later became deputy 

head of the South African Secret Service. 

November 2012 • 360pp

Hardback • 9781849042376 • £20.00

South Africa

Barry Gilder

South Africa from Liberation  
to Governance
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November 2012   £20.00

‘Honest, insightful and humorous’  
— Jessie Duarte, Spokesperson for the 

African National Congress 

‘A personal reflection on his involvement  
in the ANC abroad … Gilder’s account 

of his political journey will provide acute 
insights into the role played by one white 
member of the ANC.’ — Patrick Chabal,  

International Affairs

‘A memoir rich in anecdotes, told with 
verve and humour … Songs and Secrets 

captures the dreams and tragedies shared 
by many ANC militants, their joy and 
disillusionment.’ — Politique Africaine
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Kumasi Realism, 1951-2007

An African Modernism

Atta Kwami

December 2013   £30.00

‘To describe this as an essay in art history misses 
the point. It is instead a magical celebration 
of the visual worlds which illuminate Ghana’s 
idiosyncratic second city.’ — Richard Rathbone, 
Professor of African History, School of  
Oriental and African Studies

Western approaches to Africa’s visual culture 
have until recently separated ‘traditional’ 
from ‘modern’ as if the two categories had no 
common ground, and as if only the former was 
authentically African. Yet ‘tradition’ is also an 
active process of handing on, one subject to 
evolution, development and history. This book 
explores a burgeoning body of West African 
artistic production that draws upon photography, 
advertising, graphic design, European art history 
and Ghanaian history and culture. As such it 
constitutes an envisioning of a local modernity 
centred upon Kumasi, a vibrant trading city at 
the centre of local, national and international 
networks, whether historical, economic, political, 
educational, religious or aesthetic. The art 
described here, whatever its immediate purpose, 
reflects and interprets this intense and unique 
local context. Among the Ghanaian painters 
discussed are E.V. Asihene, Grace Kwami, E.K.J. 
Tetteh, Ablade Glover, Ato Delaquis, B. Offei 
Nyako, Atta Kwami, kari’kacha seid’ou, Bob 
Acheampong and many others whose practice 
was college based. 

‘A brilliant and engrossing investigation 
into one of the more recent phenomena 
in the artistic heritage of one of Africa’s 
great cities. Atta Kwami’s systematic—yet 
deeply affectionate—documentation of 
an African modernism as it developed in 
Kumasi from the mid-twentieth century 
is both an intellectual tour de force and 
a visual feast. Kumasi Realism will help 
to ensure that the Black Star takes its 
rightful place in the world’s artistic firma-
ment.’ — Chris Spring, artist and curator 
of the Sainsbury African Galleries at the 
British Museum

Atta Kwami is a painter, printmaker, in-
dependent art historian and curator. His 
work appears  in a number of major col-
lections including the National Museums 
of Ghana and Kenya; the V&A Museum, 
London; and The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, New York.

December 2013 • 424pp

Hardback • 9781849040877 • £30.00 
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Reporting Disasters

‘This fascinating book is a must-read for anyone 
with an interest in the enduring effects on the 

aid industry of the nexus of global politics, celeb-
rity and the media.’ — Leigh Daynes, Executive 

Director of Médecins du Monde in the UK

The media reporting of the Ethiopian Famine in 
1984-5 was an iconic news event. It is widely be-
lieved to have had an unprecedented impact, chal-
lenging perceptions of Africa and mobilising pub-
lic opinion and philanthropic action in a dramatic 
new way. The contemporary international config-
uration of aid, media pressure, and official policy 
is still directly affected and sometimes distorted 
by what was—as this narrative shows—also an inac-
curate and misleading story. In popular memory, 
the reporting of the Ethiopian famine and the 
resulting humanitarian intervention were a great 
success. Yet alternative interpretations give a radi-
cally different picture of misleading journalism 
and an aid effort which did more harm than good. 
    Using privileged access to BBC and Govern-
ment archives, Reporting Disasters examines and re-
veals the internal factors which drove BBC news 
and offers a rare case study of how the media can 
affect public opinion and policymaking. It con-
structs the process that accounts for the immen-
sity of the news event, following the response at 
the heart of government to the pressure of public 
opinion. And it shows that, while the reporting 
and the altruistic festival that it produced trig-
gered remarkable and identifiable changes, the 
ongoing impact was not what the conventional 
account claims it to have been.

‘Incorporating internal government and 
BBC documents with a wealth of inter-

views with key players, Franks highlights 
the changing relationship between aid 

charities and the media, the internal 
wrangles between broadcasters, and the 

effect of famine reporting on govern-
ment policy. The result is a meticulously 

researched and grippingly written correc-
tive to a widely accepted fallacy.’  

—Times Higher Education

Suzanne Franks was for many years  
a news and current affairs journalist  
with BBC TV. She left to found an  

independent production company and 
also completed a PhD. She is now  

Professor of Journalism at City University 
in London and has published widely  

on the coverage of international news  
and the history of broadcasting.

August 2013 • 240pp

Paperback • 9781849042888 • £20.00
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The Petro-Developmental 
State in Africa
Making Oil Work in Angola, Nigeria  
and the Gulf of Guinea

Jesse Salah Ovadia

November 2015   £40.00

Local initiatives, local control and local ownership 
are increasingly characteristic of Africa’s petro-
leum sector, as Ovadia sets out in his book.

Focusing on local content in the oil and oil ser-
vice sectors and the changing accumulation strat-
egies of the domestic elite, this book questions 
what kinds of development are possible through 
natural resource extraction and argues that a new 
form of developmental state—the ‘petro-develop-
mental state’—may now be emerging in the Gulf 
of Guinea, allowing states to capitalise on a re-
source that has traditionally been thought of as a 
‘curse’. In a new moment for the extraction of oil 
created by changed domestic contexts in Angola 
and Nigeria and changed geopolitical realities, 
new possibilities exist for state-led economic and 
social development and capitalist transformation.

Ovadia contends that ultimately whether de-
velopment or underdevelopment results from the 
transformation depends not only on historical 
conditions, but also on power relations and strug-
gles at the level of civil society. Local content is 
perhaps the single most important innovation in 
energy policy in the Global South in recent dec-
ades. Expanding debates about state-led develop-
ment and the developmental state, the concept of 
a petro-developmental state offers an explanation 
for how some of the most strategically significant 
countries in Africa can achieve meaningful eco-
nomic and social progress.

Jesse Salah Ovadia is a Lecturer in  
International Political Economy at  
Newcastle University. 

November 2015 • 288pp

Hardback • 9781849044769 • £40.00 

Development / Political Economy

W
ES

T 
A

FR
IC

A
 /

 S
A

H
EL



17

A History of  Borno

A history of an ancient Sahelian kingdom  
whose hinterland is now being laid waste by  

the Boko Haram insurgency.

Borno (in northwest Nigeria) is notorious to-
day as the home of an Islamist terrorist group, 
Boko Haram, whose insurgency is a major secu-
rity threat, but it was once the heartland of the 
Kanuri-speaking royal empire of Kanem-Borno, 
renowned throughout Africa and beyond, which 
in its later incarnation, the Bornu Empire, lasted 
from 1380 to 1893. This book offers the reader 
the first modern history of Borno, drawing 
upon sources in London, Berlin, Paris, Kaduna 
and Maiduguri and recently released ‘migrated  
archives’.

As its longevity suggests, what is particularly 
remarkable about Borno is the permanence of its 
boundaries—its territorial integrity—which dates 
back centuries, and the political and social identi-
ties that such borders framed in the minds of its 
inhabitants.

Vincent Hiribarren is Lecturer in World 
History at King’s College London.

December 2015 • 320pp

Hardback • 9781849044745 • £45.00
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Trans-Saharan African Empire  
to Failing Nigerian State

Vincent Hiribarren
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Rebels in a Rotten State

Understanding Atrocity in  
Sierra Leone

Kieran Mitton

September 2015   £40.00 / £17.99

Offers a fresh analysis of the role of exemplary 
violence and its psychological impact.

The atrocities of civil wars present us with many 
difficult questions. How do seemingly ordinary 
individuals come to commit such extraordinary 
acts of cruelty, often against unarmed civilians? 
Can we ever truly understand such acts of ‘evil’? 
Based on a wealth of original interviews with per-
petrators of violence in Sierra Leone’s civil war, 
this book provides a detailed response. Moving 
beyond the rigid bounds of political science, the 
author engages with sociology, psychology and 
social psychology, to provide a comprehensive 
picture of the complex individual motives behind 
seemingly senseless violence in Sierra Leone’s 
war. Highlighting the inadequacy of current ex-
planations that centre on the anarchic nature of 
brutality, or conversely, its calculated rationality, 
this book sheds light on the critical but hitherto 
neglected role played by the emotions of shame 
and disgust. Drawing on first-hand accounts of 
strategies employed by Sierra Leone’s rebel com-
manders, it documents the manner in which 
rebel recruits were systematically brutalised and 
came to perform horrifying acts of cruelty as rou-
tine. In so doing, it offers fresh insight into the 
causes of extreme violence that holds relevance 
beyond Sierra Leone to the atrocities of contem-
porary civil wars.

Kieran Mitton is a lecturer in Interna-
tional Relations in the Department of 
War Studies, King’s College London. He 
has conducted extensive fieldwork on civil 
war atrocities in Sierra Leone and has 
published various articles on the  
reintegration of ex-combatants and  
electoral violence. 

September 2015 • 240pp 

Hardback • 9781849044233 

Paperback • 9781849044226
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Sierra Leone

‘This is the first general history of Sierra Leone 
to take account of the civil war of 1991-2002. 

Clearly written and well organised, it is the best 
single introduction to its subject now available.’ 

— Stephen Ellis, author of Season of Rains:  
Africa in the World

Sierra Leone came to world attention in the 
1990s when a catastrophic civil war linked to the 
diamond trade was reported globally. This fleet-
ing and particular interest, however, obscured 
two crucial processes in this small West African 
state. On the one hand, while the civil war was 
momentous, brutal and affected all Sierra Leone-
ans, it was also just one element in the long and 
faltering attempt to build a nation and state given 
the country’s immensely problematic pre-colonial 
and British colonial legacies. On the other, the 
aftermath of the war precipitated a huge interna-
tional effort to construct a ‘liberal peace’, with 
mixed results, and thus made Sierra Leone a labo-
ratory for post-Cold War interventions.

Sierra Leone examines 225 years of its history 
and fifty years of independence, placing state-
society relations at the centre of an original and 
revealing investigation of those who have tried to 
rule or change Sierra Leone and its inhabitants 
and the responses engendered. It interweaves the 
historical narrative with sketches of politicians, 
anecdotes, the landscape and environment and 
key turning-points, alongside theoretical and oth-
er comparisons with the rest of Africa. It is a new 
contribution to the debate for those who already 
know Sierra Leone and a solid point of entry for 
those who wish to know.

‘Harris weaves a story of fascinating 
detail – vivid sketches of key figures 
in the country’s political history, and 
of the topography and personality of 
its capital Freetown – alongside big 

political themes of state building, war 
and regional power politics. This is a rich 

introduction not only to Sierra Leone 
but to the politics of Africa and its place 

in the world.’ — Julia Gallagher, Lecturer 
in International Politics, Royal Holloway, 

University of London

David Harris is Lecturer in African  
Studies at Bradford University and  
specialises in West African politics.

November 2013 • 232pp

Paperback • 9781849043236 • £19.99
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Guinea

Masks, Music and Minerals

Bram Posthumus

An affectionately written portrait of the 
mineral-rich but little known West African state 
that voted for independence from France in 
1958.

Guinea is rich, both materially and culturally, with 
the world’s largest bauxite reserves, gold, diamonds 
and iron ore. It abounds in culture and traditions 
and has a remarkable, if often turbulent, history. 
Guinea is also exceptional in that it was the first 
French colony proudly to declare its independence, 
in 1958. Thereafter, the country suffered under the 
tyranny of Sekou Toure. Today, headed for the first 
time by an elected president, Guineans are trying to 
put their troubled past behind them and fulfill the 
promise of a decent life for all.

It will not be easy. Tens of thousands perished in 
the years of chaos and even more human potential 
continues to go to waste. Guinea is the classic para-
dox: there are vast mineral reserves, its peoples are 
resourceful and the earning potential of agriculture 
and tourism is evident. And yet, most citizens are des-
perately poor and lack even the most basic services. 
Governance lies at the heart of this problem.

Posthumus touches on all these themes, while tak-
ing the reader to all corners of Guinea, which is cap-
tivating and exasperating in equal measure. He also 
highlights Guinea’s remarkable cultural accomplish-
ments, most notably its globally renowned music. 

Bram Posthumus is a journalist who first 
visited Guinea in 1995, the beginning of 
an enduring fascination with the country, 
its people and its cultures. Based in  
Dakar, he reports on political, cultural 
and economic events in West Africa for 
the Dutch and other European media.

October 2015 • 240pp

Paperback • 9781849043694 • £25.00
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Interlopers of  Empire

The first comprehensive history of the  
Lebanese migrant communities of colonial 

French West Africa.

This work is the first comprehensive history of 
the Lebanese migrant communities of colonial 
French West Africa, a vast expanse that covered 
present-day Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, Guinea, 
Benin and Mauritania. Where others have con-
centrated on the commercial activities of these 
migrants, casting them as archetypal middlemen, 
this work reconstructs not just their economic 
strategies, but also their social and political lives. 
Moreover, it examines the fraught responses of 
colonial Frenchmen to the unsettling presence 
of these interlopers of empire—responses which, 
with their echoes of metropolitan racism, helped 
to shape the ways in which Lebanese migrants 
represented themselves and justified their place 
in West Africa. This is a work which attempts 
not just to reshape broader understandings of di-
asporic life—of Janus-like existences lived in tran-
sit between distant locales, and dependent on the 
constant to-and-fro of people, news, and goods—
but also to challenge the way we think about em-
pires, and the relations between their constituent 
territories and diverse inhabitants.

Shortlisted for the 2014  
Gladstone Prize in History

‘This book is a major contribution not 
only to the growing literature on migra-

tion and diasporic communities, but 
also to the history of Africa. More than 

this, Andrew Arsan takes the story of 
these migrants back to Lebanon, adding 

a Middle Eastern dimension to this 
fascinating study.’ — C.A. Bayly, author 
of The Birth of the Modern World, 1780-

1914: Global Connections and Comparisons

Andrew Arsan is a British Academy Post-
doctoral Fellow in the Faculty of History, 
University of Cambridge, and a Fellow of 
Corpus Christi College. He has previous-
ly held positions at Princeton University 

and Birkbeck, University of London.

April 2014 • 344pp

Hardback • 9781849042970 • £30.00
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A Dirty War in West Africa charts, in gripping detail based 
on first-hand experience, the decade long civil war that 
brought Sierra Leone to its knees from 1991-2001. The 
R.U.F (Revolutionary United Front) is today a spent 
force, politically, although some claim it has retained 
its arms in the hope of one day relaunching a military 
campaign. But where did it spring from? Was it a move-
ment driven by criminal acquisitiveness that adopted 
the rhetoric of politics? Was it another example of Sierra 
Leone’s tradition of subaltern uprisings by disaffected 
youths, often manipulated by wily political operators? Or 
was the R.U.F. an inchoate uprising of the people?

October 2005 • 224pp 

Paperback • 9781850657422   

£16.50 • War & Conflict

A Dirty War in West Africa

The R.U.F. and the Destruction of Sierra Leone

Lansana Gberie

‘No one interested in the continent can afford to miss 
this book.’ — Sunday Telegraph

‘Cogently argued and supported by a wealth of  
observation.’ — Times Literary Supplement

‘Outstanding. … A fascinating and profound exploration 
of what Ellis sees as Liberians’ deep spiritual anarchy, 
manifested during the war in extreme brutality, incidents 
of cannibalism, and the fighters’ bizarre sartorial affecta-
tions. … A model of lucid writing, thorough research, and 
penetrating interpretation, this is one of the best books 
on Africa in recent years.’ — Foreign Affairs

November 2007 • 356pp 

Paperback • 9781850654179   

£16.50 • Civil War
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The Mask of  Anarchy
The Destruction of Liberia and the Religious 
Dimension of an African Civil War

Stephen Ellis
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June 2011 • 240pp 

Paperback • 9781850658160   

£20.00 • Political Economy

Ricardo Soares de Oliveira

Soares de Oliveira    Oil and Politics in the Gulf of Guinea

COLUMBIA

The Gulf of Guinea, on Africa’s Atlantic 
coast, supplies fifteen per cent of America’s 
oil and has recently experienced an 
immense inflow of investment. But why 
are American, European, and Asian oil 
companies enthusiastically committing tens 
of billions of dollars of long-term investment 
to the Gulf of Guinea’s failing states, which 
are characterized by ruthless elites, 
recurrent warfare, and some of the world’s 
most detrimental development practices?

The answer is the Gulf’s large petroleum 
reserves, which allow the elites of Angola, 
Equatorial Guinea, and Nigeria to reap 
the benefits of international investment 
and expertise regardless of their reckless 
conduct. While the populations of these 
countries suffer and starve, the macabre 
partnership between importers, producers, 
and oil companies remains immune to 
political tragedy. Corrupt regimes can 
essentially behave how they want, joining 
with groups that guarantee protection and 
dominance, and the edifice of the state, 
while largely moribund, is sustained in 
order to keep oil flowing to investors.

Based on his extensive experience 
Ricardo Soares de Oliveira analyzes the 
political economy of oil in this strategically 
vital region and writes a conceptually 
sophisticated and empirically rich account 
of the Gulf’s “successful failed states.” His 
study of the largest inflow of investment 
into Africa in recent history provides insight 
into the flawed relationship between these 
third world regimes and their people, who 
continue to be robbed of a great economic 
benefit.

RiCARdO SOARES dE OlivEiRA is Austin 
Robinson Research Fellow at Sidney 
Sussex College, Cambridge, and associate 
of the Centre of international Studies, 
Cambridge University. He is also a fellow of 
the Global Public Policy institute (GPPi) in 
Berlin.

Cover photo
Gas flares at an Agip installation. Oil and 
gas flares cause air pollution and acid rain 
affecting surrounding communities. Niger 
delta, Rivers State, Ebocha, NiGERiA.
© Tim A. Hetherington / Panos Pictures

“A remarkable and extraordinarily ambitious book. it is not only clearly but 
also attractively written, and makes absorbing reading. Oil and Politics in the 
Gulf of Guinea represents a significant contribution to knowledge, both in the 
extraordinary amount of material that the author has unearthed and in his 
ability to integrate this material into an original and coherent whole.” 
—Chris Clapham, former editor, African Affairs 

“A path-breaking study of an important part of the world. Oil and Politics in the 
Gulf of Guinea also represents a sophisticated theoretical statement on the 
phenomenon of states in which massive corruption and the privatization of 
central functions of governance have become routine. This book’s theoretical 
originality and lucidity places it in a unique position in the English-language 
literature.”—Stephen Ellis, University of leiden

Columbia University Press / New York
www.columbia.edu/cu/cup

Oil and Politics in 
the Gulf of Guinea

March 2007 • 380pp 

Hardback • 9781850658573   

Paperback • 9781850658580   

£45.00 • £20.00

West Africa / Politics

‘With the craft of an expert anthropologist who knows 
something about political science and sociology, Mike 

McGovern explains how local customs, burning political 
issues, and the economies of patronage and privilege fuel 
the politics of violence, showing how conflicts are made, 
not just how they happen. McGovern is at the forefront 

of the study of the empirical conditions and processes 
that lead to wars in the more troubled parts of Africa. 

Even readers who know or care little about Côte d’Ivoire 
will gain insights into the intersection of patronage  

politics, state collapse, and conflict.’  
— William Reno, Northwestern University

Making War in Côte d’Ivoire

Mike McGovern

‘Soares de Oliveira has written an important study of the 
impact of oil on the region’s politics. Oil, he shows, has 

had a powerfully negative effect on the quality of govern-
ment. Even as the oil economy thrives thanks to high oil 
prices and significant new investment from Western oil 
companies, governments in the region have increasingly 
failed to provide welfare or security to their citizens and 

have instead used their states’ oil revenues to protect 
their hold on power and enrich small elites. … Soares de 
Oliveira’s study provides a rich political sociology of the 

oil curse in West Africa.’ — Foreign Affairs

Oil and Politics in  
the Gulf  of  Guinea

Ricardo Soares de Oliveira

WEST AFRICA / SAHEL
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Although the term ‘natural disaster’ applies to the 
December 2004 tsunami, the images of huge devastation 
that were televised after the tragedy probably seemed a 
good deal less ‘natural’ to us than those of starving Afri-
can children we saw seven months later, from Niger. But 
while the tsunami provoked an immediate and unprec-
edented international response, it took many months for 
the story of a new famine in the Sahel to make headlines.

The contributors to this volume show how the deaths 
caused by malnutrition were anything but a ‘natural’ phe-
nomenon, shedding new light on a multifaceted crisis.

July 2009 • 228pp 

Paperback • 9781850659549   

£17.95 • War / Humanitarianism

A Not-so Natural Disaster
Niger ‘05

Edited by Jean-Hervé Jézéquel  
and Xavier Crombé

‘Alpern draws together the available material on this pe-
culiar institution into an interesting and readable book. 
The author’s meticulous literary and archival research 
indicates that these females were indeed formidable war-
riors in the turbulent nineteenth-century era of the slave 
trade and subsequent European colonial conquest … 
Alpern’s work is an informative study.’ — Choice

‘Alpern does very well in assembling the evidence about 
these intimidating women whose courage impressed even 
the Foreign Legion. He produces a very detailed picture 
from a wide variety of European and African sources 
[and] provides a readable narrative of Dahomean military 
history from the state’s origins to its defeat by France in 
1892.’ — Richard Rathbone, The Times

April 2011 • 280pp 

Paperback • 9781849041089   

£12.95 • History

WEST AFRICA / SAHEL

Amazons of  Black Sparta
The Women Warriors of Dahomey

Stanley B. Alpern
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America’s Covert  
War in East Africa

A tough-minded investigation of how legal  
process and human rights have been ignored  

in the search for often non-existent  
terrorists in Africa.

Clara Usiskin has spent eight years investigating 
the ‘War on Terror’ and its effects in East Africa, 
documenting hundreds of cases of rendition, se-
cret detention and targeted killings. As a result of 
her work exposing abuses carried out by regional 
governments and their international partners, 
Clara was deported from Kenya and Uganda and 
is currently persona non grata in both countries.

Her book sets out the historical background 
to today’s covert war, including the early Somali 
jihads and British repression in colonial Kenya, 
through to the 1998 US Embassy Bombings in 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, and President Clin-
ton’s early rendition programme. America’s Covert 
War in East Africa then looks at the US Military’s 
new Africa Command, with its emphasis on 
counterterrorism, alongside increasing use of tar-
geted killings by security forces in the region, and 
continued renditions and secret detention.

Finally, Usiskin investigates the shorter and 
longer term consequences of such intensive mili-
tarisation, and the proliferation of surveillance 
and other technologies of control in East Africa 
and its surrounding waters, focussing in particu-
lar on their impact on vulnerable ethnic and reli-
gious groups in a highly volatile region.

Clara Usiskin is a human rights investi-
gator who documents national security-
related abuses around the world, with a 
particular focus on East Africa. She was 

formerly a national security fellow at 
the Open Society Justice Initiative and 
Deputy Director of the Secret Prisons 

team at Reprieve.

December 2015 • 224pp

Paperback • 9781849044134 • £17.99
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The New Kings of  Crude

China, India, and the Global Struggle 
for Oil in Sudan and South Sudan

Luke Patey

January 2014   £25.00

‘To grasp the new world of oil, you must plumb 
China’s role in Africa. Only, no one has pen-
etrated it—until Luke Patey in his very welcome 
new book.’ — Steve LeVine, author, The Oil and 
the Glory

The need for oil in Asia’s new industrial powers, 
China and India, has grown dramatically. The 
New Kings of Crude takes the reader from the dusty 
streets of an African capital to Asia’s glistening 
corporate towers to provide a first look at how the 
world’s rising economies established new interna-
tional oil empires in Sudan, amid one of Africa’s 
longest-running and deadliest civil wars.

For over a decade, Sudan fuelled the inter-
national rise of Chinese and Indian national oil 
companies. But the political turmoil surrounding 
the historic division of Africa’s largest country, 
with the birth of South Sudan, challenged Asia’s 
oil giants to chart a new course. Luke Patey weaves 
together the stories of hardened oilmen, powerful 
politicians, rebel fighters, and human rights activ-
ists to show how the lure of oil brought China 
and India into Sudan—only later to ensnare both 
in the messy politics of a divided country. His 
book also introduces the reader to the Chinese 
and Indian oilmen and politicians who were will-
ing to become entangled in an African civil war in 
the pursuit of the world’s most coveted resource. 
It offers a portrait of the challenges China and 
India are increasingly facing as emerging powers 
in the world.

‘…an intricately researched book … Patey’s 
mastery of the subject is clear, and this 
long-form analysis is a welcome addition 
to a surprisingly empty bookshelf on the 
subject. … The New Kings of Crude is writ-
ten in a personable and character-driven 
style, making it accessible to the general 
reader and those with an academic inter-
est. Its greatest strength, however, is that 
it provides a comprehensive history to the 
never-ending complexities of Sudanese 
politics which continue to dictate events 
to this day.’ — Think Africa Press

Luke Patey is a senior researcher at  
the Danish Institute for International  
Studies. He has written for The Guardian 
and The Hindu, and is co-editor of Sudan 
Looks East: China, India, and the Politics  
of Asian Alternatives. 

January 2014 • 356pp

Paperback • 9781849042949 • £25.00 
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A Poisonous Thorn  
in Our Hearts

‘A first-hand account [that] offers an even-
handed, insightful perspective on the creation 
of South Sudan and a bleak assessment of its 

future.’ — Financial Times

What happened after Africa’s biggest country 
split in two? When South Sudan ran up its flag 
in July 2011, two new nations came into being. 
In South Sudan a former rebel movement faces 
colossal challenges in building a new country. 
At independence it was one of the least devel-
oped places on earth, after decades of conflict 
and neglect. The ‘rump state’, Sudan, has been 
debilitated by devastating civil wars, including in 
Darfur, and lost a significant part of its territory, 
and most of its oil wealth, after the divorce from 
the South. In the years after separation, the two 
Sudans dealt with crippling economic challenges, 
struggled with new and old rebellions, and fought 
each other along their disputed border.

Benefiting from unsurpassed access to the 
politicians, rebels, thinkers and events that are 
shaping the Sudans, Copnall draws a compel-
ling portrait of two misunderstood countries. A 
Poisonous Thorn in Our Hearts argues that Sudan 
and South Sudan remain deeply interdepend-
ent, despite their separation. It also diagnoses 
the political failings that threaten the future of 
both countries. The author puts the turmoil of 
the years after separation into a broader context, 
reflecting the voices, hopes and experiences of Su-
danese and South Sudanese from all walks of life.

‘A new internal war in South Sudan, now 
in its fifth month, has forced hundreds of 

thousands of people to flee their homes. 
… These unfolding events are deftly 

forecast by James Copnall in his new 
book A Poisonous Thorn in Our Hearts. 

… Copnall gives a clear-headed and 
compassionate account of events leading 

up to and after the creation of South 
Sudan a year earlier, and what it means 

for what remains of Sudan. … Measured 
and understated.’ — The Economist

James Copnall was the BBC Sudan 
correspondent from 2009-12, covering 

South Sudan’s independence, the Darfur 
war, rebellions, and clashes between the 

Sudans. He has reported from over  
twenty African countries.

March 2014 • 320pp

Paperback • 9781849043304 • £19.99
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Sudan and South Sudan’s Bitter and 
Incomplete Divorce

James Copnall

March 2014   £19.99
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‘The privileged access that the authors have gained as a 
result of their time spent in South Sudan, and the respect 
both earned from Government officials, former fighters, 
international officials and most importantly citizens of 
South Sudan, enriches this book with knowledge that 
cannot be found in other seminal pieces of literature on 
conflicts in the region. … This is an essential piece of 
reading for scholars, policymakers and practitioners with 
an interest in the Horn of Africa.’ — LSE Review  
of Books

July 2012 • 336pp 

Paperback • 9781849041959   

£19.99 • Current Affairs

South Sudan

From Revolution to Independence

Matthew LeRiche and Matthew Arnold

‘A passionate and highly readable account of the current 
tragedy that combines intimate knowledge of the region’s 
history, politics, and sociology with a telling cynicism 
about the polite but ineffectual diplomatic efforts to end 
it. It is the best account available of the Darfur crisis.’  
— Foreign Affairs

‘A fierce logic at the service of a powerful moral purpose’. 
— The Guardian

‘Rightly treats with scorn the monumental humbug dis-
played by the outside world towards this tragedy’.  
— The Telegraph

July 2005 • 264pp 

Hardback • 9781850657705   

£20.00 • Genocide Studies
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January 2009 • 576pp 

Paperback • 9781850656654 

£16.50 • Politics

May 1998 • 424pp 

Paperback • 9781850653721

£14.95 • History / Genocide

‘This remarkable book sets out to explain the way in 
which the 1994 Rwandan genocide triggered what is 

sometimes termed “Africa’s first world war”.’  
— The Sunday Times 

‘If Gerard Prunier did not exist already, there would 
be an urgent need for him to be created. The maverick 
French historian is a genuine rarity, someone who has 

criss-crossed Africa for 37 years, who can deliver a histori-
cal sweep but masters the details. He has battled at times 

alone to clear the foggy lens through which the continent 
is viewed.’ — The Financial Times

From Genocide  
to Continental War

The ‘Congolese’ Conflict and the Crisis  
of Contemporary Africa

Gérard Prunier

‘Prunier’s elucidation of [Rwanda’s history] seems to me 
to be beyond praise. He has reconstructed the entire pro-
cess by which a thorough modern genocide was planned. 
He has read all the documents. He has interviewed both 
perpetrators and survivors. He has anatomized the cold 

process of mass murder in both theory and practice.’  
— Christopher Hitchens, Washington Post

‘The most thorough treatment of the background to the 
massacres. … [Prunier] presents his balanced and pains-
taking research with clarity and skill, and he shows how 
the ideological, political, and economic components of 

Rwanda’s human time bomb slowly assembled.’  
— Foreign Affairs

The Rwanda Crisis

Gérard Prunier

EAST AFRICA

History of a Genocide
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Transitional Justice, Post-Conflict Reconstruction 
and Reconciliation in Rwanda and Beyond

PHIL CLARK and ZACHARY D. KAUFMAN (eds)

AFTER 
GENOCIDE

‘This book should be labelled “for the mature individual only”. But for that 
mature individual it is of extreme interest. It shows, far from any Manichean 
stereotyping, the many facets of having to try to live in an impossibly complex 
social and human situation. Highly recommended.’ Gérard Prunier, author, The 
Rwanda Crisis: History of a Genocide (1995), and From Genocide to Continental War: 
The ‘Congolese’ Confl ict and the Crisis of Contemporary Africa (2009), both published 
by Hurst.

In After Genocide, leading scholars and practitioners 
analyse the political, legal and regional impact of 
events in post-genocide Rwanda within the broader 
themes of transitional justice, reconstruction and rec-
onciliation. Given the forthcoming fi fteenth anniver-
sary of the Rwandan genocide, and continued mass 
violence in Africa, especially in Darfur, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and northern Uganda, this volume 
is unquestionably of continuing relevance.

The book includes chapters from leading schol-
ars in this fi eld, including William Schabas, René 
Lemarchand, Linda Melvern, Kalypso Nicolaïdis and 
Jennifer Welsh, along with senior government and 
non-government offi cials involved in matters related 
to Rwanda and transitional justice, including Hassan 
Bubacar Jallow (Prosecutor of the UN International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda), Martin Ngoga (Pros-
ecutor General of the Republic of Rwanda) and Luis 
Moreno Ocampo (Prosecutor of the International Crim-
inal Court). The book also contains an unprecedented 
debate between Rwandan President Paul Kagame 
and René Lemarchand on post-genocide memory and 
governance in Rwanda.

Because Rwandan voices have rarely been heard 
internationally in the aftermath of the genocide, 
this anthology incorporates chapters from Rwandan 
academics and practitioners, such as Tom Ndahiro, 
Solomon Nsabiyera Gasana and Jean Baptiste Kay-
igamba—all of whom are also survivors of the 1994 
genocide—and draws on their personal experiences. 
After Genocide constitutes the most comprehensive 
survey to date of issues related to post-genocide 
Rwanda and transitional justice.

Phil Clark is a Research Fellow at the 
Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, University 
of Oxford, and co-founder of Oxford 
Transitional Justice Research. 
Zachary D. Kaufman is an Olin Fellow 
at Yale Law School, where he is Editor-in-
Chief of the Yale Law & Policy Review.

HURST & COMPANY, LONDON
www.hurstpub.co.uk

HURST 
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In After Genocide, leading scholars and practitioners 
analyse the political, legal and regional impact of events 
in post-genocide Rwanda within the broader themes of 
transitional justice and reconciliation. 

‘Readers concerned about Rwanda’s future should read 
this book . . . Essential.’ — Choice 

‘This anthology will be a vital tool for individuals study-
ing the genocide, assessing its legal, psychological, and 
sociological impact, or examining transitional justice 
frameworks.’ — Stephanie Wolfe, H-Genocide

March 2009 • 352pp 

Paperback • 9781850659198   

£20.00 • Genocide Studies

After Genocide

Transitional Justice, Post-Conflict Reconstruction 
and Reconciliation in Rwanda and Beyond

Edited by Philip Clark and Zachary D. Kaufman

Daniela Kroslak

THE ROLE OF FRANCE 
IN THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE

‘...a superb job of looking systematically and analytically at French responsibility in the 
Rwanda Genocide. From a research point of view, Kroslak provides the best analysis I 
have read of the motivations behind Operation Turquoise. The book also provides key 
insights into French policies at the United Nations in New York and during the Arusha 
negotiations. The argument is strong, well presented and unbreakable. But this book 
also goes much further than just explaining the disaster of French policy and proving 
French responsibility. It presents a fundamental set of questions regarding international 
responsibility and action against mass murder which are still relevant twelve years later. 
It is not an anti-French diatribe, and that’s why it is so strong. It is balanced, and also 
highlights in conclusion the contradictions and inadequacies of America and Britain’s 
post-genocide policies.’  
François Grignon, former Head of the Joint Mission Analysis Cell with the UN 
Mission to the DRC and former Central Africa Director, International Crisis Group

After the Holocaust, the victorious Allies pledged ‘never again’ to genocide. This 
promise, enshrined in the UN Convention on Genocide, stipulates a responsibility 
to try to prevent genocide or mitigate the suffering of its victims. Daniela Kroslak’s 
book analyses what this responsibility might entail in relation to the Rwanda 
genocide of April to July 1994. To what extent can external actors, such as the 
French government, be held responsible for not preventing or not suppressing 
genocide in Rwanda, and how can this responsibility be evaluated? Why, almost 
fifty years after the Genocide Convention, did the outside world remain passive 
while Hutu extremists perpetrated genocide against the Tutsi minority and Hutu 
moderates in Rwanda? And what was France’s role? 

Kroslak explores the historical and contextual background of the Rwandan 
genocide and French involvement in Africa before elaborating on the following: 
what advance knowledge did Paris have of preparations for genocide? Was it 
aware of the scale of the potential disaster? And was the French diplomatic and 
military establishment capable of stopping the preparations for, and commission 
of, the genocide? She concludes by arguing that the ‘never again’ pledge not 
only incorporates a duty in terms of prevention and suppression of genocide; 
it also encompasses responsible policies towards a post-genocidal regime which 
might manipulate the guilt of previously passive external actors to defend its 
own atrocities, such as those that occurred during Rwanda’s campaign in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

DANIELA KROSLAK is Africa Research Director of the International Crisis Group, 
based in Nairobi, Kenya. 

HURST & COMPANY, LONDON
www.hurstpub.co.uk

Cover photo
Orphaned peasant children using hoes to prepare the soil on farmland 
which had been abandoned during the civil war. Gisenyi, RWANDA
© Fernando Moleres/Panos Pictures HURST
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‘Kroslak has done a superb job looking systematically and 
analytically at the French responsibility in the Rwanda Gen-
ocide. … the best analysis I have read.’ — François Grignon

The book explores the historical and contextual background 
of the Rwandan genocide and French involvement in 
Africa, elaborating on three key themes: the extent of the 
French government’s information about the preparation 
of the genocide and its awareness of the scale of the 
potential disaster; the degree of involvement by the French 
government during and before the genocide; and the level of 
French diplomatic and military capability to halt or suppress 
both the preparations for genocide and the genocide itself.

September 2007 • 256pp 

Paperback • 9781850658825   

£16.99 • Genocide Studies

The Role of  France in  
the Rwandan Genocide

Daniela Kroslak
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August 2015 • 224pp 

Paperback • 9781849045094 

£15.99 • East Africa

The Recurring
GREAT LAKES

CRISIS

JEAN-PIERRE CHRÉTIEN 
AND RICHARD BANÉGAS

editors

Identity, Violence
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From the early 1990s, the African Great 
Lakes region has been the scene of a series of 
overlapping traumas which have profoundly 
disrupted its geopolitical, economic, social 
and demographic stability. Despite numerous 
peace accords, local political compromises 
and various international interventions, it 
has yet to fi nd stability. Tensions regularly 
re-ignite into mortal hatred and violence. 
Understanding the genealogy and history of 
these forms of impassioned violence is the 
central thrust of this volume.

HURST & COMPANY, LONDON
www.hurstpub.co.uk

9 781850 658221

ISBN 978-1-85065-822-1

JEAN-PIERRE CHRÉTIEN is on the staff 
of the NRS in Paris. RICHARD BANÉGAS 
is at the University of Paris-1. Both are 
experts on Central African affairs.

Cover photo

Landscape, with the Virunga volcanoes in 

the distance, Gikongoro, RWANDA.

© Chris Sattlberger, Panos Pictures

‘This trans-disciplinary volume (with contributions from historians, 
sociologists, anthropologists and political scientists) takes as its purpose 
the need to account for omnipresent “metastases of hatred and violence” 
in the Great Lakes Region. Through a series of detailed case studies, it 
explores the genealogy and historicity of forms of violence in the region 
while maintaining a detailed concern with the singular, contingent 
experience of each implicated country. The Introduction contains a 
rich, critical analysis of six ‘explanatory prisms’ through which existing 
literature and observers have sought to explain events in the region 
(“ethnicity”; “failed states”; “war economies” etc.). The book is principally 
a commentary on these themes. For example, it challenges prevalent 
analyses regarding “failed states” (a perception central to donor policies), 
recognising that violence is anchored in the historical, contingent trajectory 
of each nation and that violence has, in fact, led to the transformation and 
strengthening of certain state organs/functions in Rwanda, Uganda and 
the re-affi rmation of national identity in DRC. ... In the context of the 
Great Lakes Region, a volume that challenges (through rich, case-studies of 
micro-processes drawing on in-depth fi eldwork) many of the illusions that 
continue to plague external commentary is to be welcomed.’ 
— Nigel Eltringham, University of Sussex, author, Accounting for Horror: 
Post-Genocide Debates in Rwanda

Banegas Hurst.indd   1 3/7/08   11:03:59

September 2008 • 256pp 

Paperback • 9781850658221

£35.00 • Politics

NEW SECOND EDITION

Little known in the English-speaking world, Burundi is 
Rwanda’s twin, a small Central African country with a 

complex history of ethnic tension between its Hutu and 
Tutsi populations that has itself experienced traumatic 
events, including mass killings of over 200,000 people. 

Nigel Watt’s book discusses the troubled political for-
tunes of this beautiful yet disturbed country in the heart 
of Central Africa. He traces the origins of its political cri-

ses, sheds light on Burundi’s recent history by means of 
interviews with leading participants and those whose lives 
have been affected by horrific events, and helps demystify 

the country’s ‘ethnic’ divisions.

Burundi

Biography of a Small African Country

Nigel Watt

‘Readers—graduate students, researchers, policy makers 
and journalists—who take the time to read this collection 

will be aptly rewarded in rich micro-level analyses from 
some of the best minds working to understand and ex-

plain the conflicts that continue to plague Africa’s Great 
Lakes region.’ — International Journal of African  

Historical Studies 

The Recurring Great 
Lakes Crisis

Edited by Jean-Pierre Chrétien 
and Richard Banégas

EAST AFRICA

Identity, Violence and Power
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‘A longtime observer of Christianity in Africa, Gifford 
has written a keen survey of the ideas and actions of 
Christian organisations and their leaders in Kenya. Gif-
ford writes convincingly about the nature of Kenyan the-
ology and various doctrinal issues, but the more notable 
contribution of this first-rate study derives from his focus 
on churches as social and political actors’. — Foreign Affairs

August 2009 • 296pp 

Paperback • 9781850659358   

£17.99 • Religion

Christianity, Politics and  
Public Life in Kenya

Paul Gifford

‘The great merit of Paul Henze’s new history of Ethiopia, 
Layers of Time, is that it makes you dream even as it stays 
very firmly in the realm of verifiable facts.’
— Washington Times

This volume traces the country’s expansion southward 
during medieval times, its resistance to Muslim invasion 
and, under energetic leaders, its defence of its independ-
ence during the European scramble for Africa. Paul 
Henze’s history of Ethiopia is not only concerned with 
kings, princes and politicians but includes insights into 
daily life, art, architecture, religion, culture, customs and 
the observations of travellers, and is enlivened by the 
personal reminiscences of Ethiopians.

September 2000 • 387pp 

Paperback • 9781850655220   

£20.00 • History

EAST AFRICA

Layers of  Time

A History of Ethiopia

Paul B. Henze
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Understanding  
Contemporary Ethiopia

Moving beyond the cliches so pervasive in 
coverage of Ethiopia, this volume presents a 

measured and detailed account of the history, 
politics and culture of this unique country.

When we think of Ethiopia we tend to think in 
clichés: Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, the 
Falasha Jews, the epic reign of Emperor Haile 
Selassie, the Communist Revolution, famine 
and civil war. Among the countries of Africa it 
has a high profile yet is poorly known. All clichés 
contain within them a kernel of truth, and oc-
clude much more. Today’s Ethiopia (and its pain-
fully liberated sister state of Eritrea) are largely 
obscured by these mythical views and a secondary 
literature that is partial or propagandist. Moreo-
ver there have been few attempts to offer readers 
a comprehensive overview of the country’s recent 
history, politics and culture that goes beyond the 
usual guidebook fare. Understanding Contemporary 
Ethiopia seeks to do just that, presenting a meas-
ured, detailed and systematic analysis of the main 
features of this unique country, now building on 
the foundations of a magical and tumultuous past 
as it struggles to emerge in the modern world on 
its own terms.

Gérard Prunier is a renowned historian 
of contemporary Africa and author of 

the acclaimed The Rwanda Crisis: History 
of a Genocide and Darfur: The Ambiguous 

Genocide, both published by Hurst.

Éloi Ficquet is an anthropologist and
historian, working on religions, ethnicities 

and powers in Ethiopia and the Horn 
of Africa. He is assistant professor at the 

School for Advanced Studies in the Social 
Science (EHESS) in Paris, and member of 

the CéSor research team on religions.

September 2015 • 416pp

Paperback • 9781849042611 • £19.99

Politics

EA
ST A

FRIC
A
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the Legacy of Meles Zenawi

Edited by Gérard Prunier and Éloi Ficquet
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This book presents Darfur’s story from the beginnings 
of its recorded history to the present. Three themes 
dominate: Darfur’s complex history and its equally 
complex ethnic and ecological issues. The various phases 
of Darfur’s history are given appropriate weight, under 
the sultans (c. 1650-1916), under the British (1916-56) and 
since independence (1956). An understanding of all three 
periods is the key to an understanding of the present. 

‘[A] masterful and timely study.’ — Jay Spaulding,  
The International Journal of African Historical Studies

June 2008 • 360pp 

Hardback • 9781850658535   

£35.00 • History

The Darfur Sultanate

A History of Contested Identities

R. S. O’Fahey

This volume presents annotated selections from the 
British records that were copied in situ by the author in 
al-Fashir and Kutum in 1970 and 1974, and of which the 
originals were subsequently destroyed by accident. 

The British were in Darfur for only forty years (1916-56). 
Their most important role was in recording and codifying 
the customary law and administrative practice under 
the sultans. Darfur was unique in a Sudanese colonial 
context in that in 1916 the British conquered a function-
ing multi-ethnic African Muslim state. Their policy in 
the forty years of their rule was largely to maintain the 
system they had inherited from the sultans. The material 
described here, a combination of administrative practice 
and ethnographic reporting, is far from simply academic 
in importance.

December 2015 • 288pp 

Hardback • 9781850659488   

£65.00 • History
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Little Mogadishu

This portrait of Somali life in Nairobi counters 
much of the recent media hype about Eastleigh’s 
role as a safe haven for Al-Shabaab and focuses 

instead on its function as an African  
economic hub.

Nairobi’s Eastleigh estate has undergone pro-
found change over the past two decades. Pre-
viously a quiet residential zone, the arrival of 
vast numbers of Somali refugees catalysed its 
transformation into ‘Little Mogadishu’, a global 
hub for Somali business. Dozens of malls and 
hotels have sprouted from its muddy streets, at-
tracting thousands of shoppers. Nonetheless, 
despite boosting Kenya’s economy, the estate 
and its residents are held in suspicion over al-
leged links to Islamic terrorism, especially after 
the 2013 Westgate Mall attack, while local and 
international media have suggested with little 
evidence that its economic boom owes much 
to capital derived from Indian Ocean piracy. 
     In contrast to such sensationalised reporting, 
Little Mogadishu is based on detailed historical and 
ethnographic research and explores the social and 
historical underpinnings of this economic boom. 
It examines how transnational networks con-
verged on Eastleigh in the wake of the collapse of 
the Somali state, attracting capital from the Soma-
li diaspora, and bringing goods—especially clothes 
and electronics—from Dubai, China and else-
where that are much in demand in East Africa. In 
so doing, Little Mogadishu provides a compelling 
case-study of the developmental impact diasporas 
and transnational trade can have, albeit in a coun-
try where many see this development as suspect. 

Neil Carrier is Departmental Lecturer 
in African Anthropology, University of 

Oxford, and author of Kenyan Khat:  
The Social Life of a Stimulant.

December 2015 • 256pp

Paperback • 9781849044752 • £22.00
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‘Somalia: The New Barbary? Piracy and Islam in the Horn of 
Africa is the first book to comprehensively study Somali 
piracy within the unique cultural, historical, political and 
economic contexts from which the phenomenon arose in 
challenge to the prevailing global order of the twenty-first 
century. A veteran naval analyst and recognised expert on 
piracy, Martin Murphy brings both nuance and insight 
to bear on this important security concern, but does 
so in a manner accessible to the general reader. Highly 
recommended.’ — J. Peter Pham, Senior Vice President, 
National Committee on American Foreign Policy

October 2010 • 176pp 

Hardback • 9781849040426

Paperback • 9781849040433   

£45.00 / £20.00 • Security

Somalia, the New Barbary?

Piracy and Islam in the Horn of Africa

Martin N. Murphy

‘This book sets the standard for future serious works on 
piracy and maritime terrorism.’ — Claude Berube, Naval 
War College Review

‘There have been a number of books on modern piracy, 
yet no work compares to Martin N. Murphy’s comprehen-
sive and scholarly research. His will stand as the definitive 
reference on the subject for years to come.’ — John S. 
Burnett, author of Dangerous Waters: Modern Piracy and 
Terror on the High Seas

‘A valiant effort . . . its sobriety and scope should make 
it essential for professionals in shipping, insurance, risk 
management, and security.’ — Stephen Fidler, Financial 
Times

February 2009 • 288pp 

Paperback • 9781849040792   

£15.99 • Security

EAST AFRICA

Small Boats, Weak States, 
Dirty Money
Piracy and Maritime Terrorism in  
the Modern World
Martin N. Murphy
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Understanding Somalia 
and Somaliland

A succinct introduction to the history and 
culture of Somalia and the Somali people.

Ioan Lewis details the history and culture of the 
Somali people, providing a unique window into 
this little-known culture and its increasingly pub-
lic predicaments. He provides insight into the 
complex social, historical and cultural hinter-
land that is the Somali heritage and pays close 
attention to the pervasive influence of traditional 
nomadism, especially its extremely decentralised 
nature. Lewis also addresses developments in the 
Somali political region since the collapse of the 
Republic in 1991, including the formation and 
steady development of the democratic state of 
Somaliland. Though it has grown into a de facto 
personality, this self-governing outpost of democ-
racy is still officially unrecognised internationally. 
Lewis concludes with a discussion of the Islamist 
movement that brought a brief but astonishing 
period of stability to much of Southern Somalia 
in late 2006. Ioan M. Lewis FBA was Emeritus Profes-

sor of Anthropology at the LSE, and was  
recognised internationally as the leading 

academic authority on the history and 
cultures of the Somali people, on which 

he wrote dozens of books and articles.

August 2008 • 176pp

Paperback • 9781850658986 • £16.99
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‘A sober guide to all this, and to why 
Somalia is much more complicated than 

most foreigners and diplomats pretend, is 
Professor Ioan Lewis of the LSE – Brit-

ain’s, if not the world’s, foremost expert 
on that country. His recently updated 

Understanding Somalia and Somaliland 
is an excellent short introduction to 
the tribal, geographic and historical 

complexities of a place he has studied, 
lived in and visited for several decades’. 

–– Carne Ross, New Statesman
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A Story of Collaboration and Betrayal in 
the Anti-Apartheid Struggle

Jacob Dlamini

October 2015   £16.99

A beautifully written account of collaboration, 
complicity and remorse in apartheid South Africa

‘Comrade September’, of the ANC’s military 
wing, MK, was abducted by South African secu-
rity forces in August 1986, interrogated and tor-
tured. Soon he began to talk, betraying his ANC 
comrades, and underwent changes that marked 
the rest of his life: from resister to collaborator, 
insurgent to counter-insurgent, revolutionary to 
counter-revolutionary and, to his former com-
rades, hero to traitor.

Askari is about these changes and about the 
larger, neglected history of betrayal and collabo-
ration in the struggle against apartheid. It offers 
a history of the grey zones in which South Afri-
cans — combatants and non-combatants — lived, 
rather than the black-and-white bifurcation that 
still dominates South Africa’s politics and society.

This, then, is not a morality tale. Dlamini does 
not claim that the competing sides in the fight 
against apartheid were moral equivalents; rather 
he seeks to elaborate a denser, richer and more 
nuanced account of South Africa’s modern po-
litical history. By looking at a death squad, he 
attempts to understand how the apartheid bu-
reaucracy worked; and, more importantly, to un-
derstand the social, moral and political universe 
in which apartheid collaborators like September 
lived and worked.

‘Askari is one of the most important, 
probing and virtuosic works of non-
fiction published in South Africa this 
decade. In ambition he is rivalled by only 
a handful of writers; in doggedness and 
audacity, even fewer.’ — Nick Mulgrew, 
The Sunday Times (SA)

Jacob Dlamini is currently a Visiting 
Fellow at Harvard University. He was 
formerly political editor of Business Day 
in Johannesburg.

October 2015 • 320pp

Paperback • 9781849045605 • £16.99
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How Long Will South 
Africa Survive?

A trenchant assessment of the ANC’s politi-
cal elite in power and their role in dashing the 

hopes and aspirations of the post-apartheid 
generation

In 1977, Johnson’s best-selling How Long Will 
South Africa Survive? offered a controversial and 
highly original analysis of the survival prospects 
of apartheid. Now, after more than two decades 
of the ANC in government, he believes the ques-
tion must be posed again. 

‘The big question about ANC rule,’ Johnson 
writes, ‘is whether African nationalism would 
be able to cope with the challenges of running 
a modern industrial economy. Twenty years of 
ANC rule have shown conclusively that the party 
is hopelessly ill-equipped for this task. Indeed, 
everything suggests that South Africa under the 
ANC is fast slipping backward and that even the 
survival of South Africa as a unitary state can-
not be taken for granted. The fundamental rea-
son why the question of regime change has to be 
posed is that it is now clear that South Africa can 
either choose to have an ANC government or it 
can have a modern industrial economy. It cannot 
have both.’

Johnson’s analysis is strikingly original and 
cogently argued. He has for several decades now 
been the senior international commentator on 
South African affairs, known for his lucid analysis 
and complete lack of deference towards the con-
ventional wisdom.

R.W. Johnson is Emeritus Fellow of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, and was the 

only South African Rhodes Scholar to 
return home after the fall of apartheid. 
He has published twelve books, scores 
of academic articles and innumerable 

articles for the international press. 

August 2015 • 288pp

Hardback • 9781849045599 • £25.00
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The Looming Crisis

R.W. Johnson

August 2015   £25.00

‘This book will undoubtedly be met with 
outrage among South Africa’s political 

and intellectual elite. If so, it will not be 
because of any great deficiencies in the 

text, but because of the grip of ideology 
on the country’s elite. By the same token, 
it will be hailed by some people in opposi-

tion circles simply because of the vigour 
with which it criticises not only South Af-
rica’s current government, but the entire 
history of the ANC since the late 1950s, 

as well as for its devastating critique of 
African nationalism more generally.’ — 

Professor Stephen Ellis, Free University 
of Amsterdam, author of External Mission: 

The ANC in Exile, 1960-90 (Hurst, 2013) 
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From Liberation to Authoritarianism 
and Beyond

Sara Rich Dorman

January 2016   £65.00 / £17.99

There is more to Zimbabwe than Robert 
Mugabe, as this book demonstrates by analysing 
alternative histories of the nation’s politics from 
independence to the present

Zimbabwe’s recent history has been shaped by 
battles about who speaks for the nation, one 
fought out in struggles for control of political 
institutions, the media, and civil society. In her 
book Sara Rich Dorman examines the interac-
tions of social groups — churches, NGOs, and 
political parties — from the liberation struggle, 
through the independence decades, as they en-
gaged the state and ruling party.  Her empirically 
rich account reveals how strategies of control and 
co-option were replicated and resisted, shaping 
expectations and behaviour. 

Dorman tracks how the relationship between 
Mugabe’s ruling party and activists was deter-
mined by the liberation struggle, explaining how 
electoral machinery, the judiciary, and other insti-
tutions of state control ensured ZANU-PF hegem-
ony, even as other forces in Zimbabwean society 
demanded accountability and representation.

This is a story of ambiguity and complexity in 
which the state and civil society mimic and learn 
from each other. We learn how both structural 
and direct violence are deployed by the regime, 
but also how ad-hoc and unplanned many of their 
interventions really were. Even as the liberation 
war generation reluctantly exits the Zimbabwean 
political stage, their influence continues to shape 
interaction between citizens and the state.

Sara Rich Dorman is Lecturer in  
Politics, University of Edinburgh.

January 2016 • 224pp

Hardback • 9781849045827 • £65.00

Paperback • 9781849045834 • £17.99
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Understanding Namibia

A frank account of an African state that shook 
off colonial rule but has yet to see the fruits 

of independence distributed evenly among its 
people.

Since independence in 1990, Namibia has wit-
nessed only one generation with no memory of 
colonialism—the ‘born frees’, who voted in the 
2009 elections. The anti-colonial liberation move-
ment, SWAPO, dominates the political scene, 
effectively making Namibia a de facto one-party 
state dominated by the first ‘struggle generation’.

While those in power declare their support 
for a free, fair and just society, the limits to lib-
eration are such that emancipation from foreign 
rule has only been partially achieved. Despite its 
natural resources Namibia is among the world’s 
most unequal societies and indicators of wellbe-
ing have not markedly improved for many among 
the former colonised majority, despite a constitu-
tion enshrining human rights, social equality and 
individual liberty.

This book analyses the transformation of 
Namibian society since Independence. Melber 
explores the achievements and failures and con-
trasts the narrative of a post-colonial patriotic 
history with the socio-economic and political 
realities of the nation-building project. He also 
investigates whether, notwithstanding the relative 
stability prevailing to date, the negotiation of con-
trolled change during Namibia’s decolonisation 
could have achieved more than simply a change 
of those in control.

 Henning Melber joined SWAPO as the 
son of German immigrants in 1974. He 

was Director of the Namibian Economic 
Policy Research Unit (NEPRU) in Wind-

hoek, Research Director of The Nordic 
Africa Institute and Executive Director 

of The Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation, 
both in Uppsala. He is Senior Adviser to 

the Foundation and Extraordinary Profes-
sor at the Universities of Pretoria and of 

the Free State in Bloemfontein.

December 2014 • 304pp

Hardback • 9781849044127 • £40.00

Paperback • 9781849044110 • £17.99
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The Trials of Independence

Henning Melber

December 2014   £17.99

‘Henning Melber has provided us with 
the most substantial report on Namibia 

that we have had since the country be-
came independent in 1990. A significant 

gap in scholarly knowledge has been 
filled.’ — Stephen Ellis, Desmond  

Tutu Professor at the Free University,  
Amsterdam and author of External  

Mission: The ANC in Exile, 1960-1990



42

Creating Africas

Struggles Over Nature,  
Conservation and Land

Knut G. Nustad

April 2015   £25.00

A trenchant reassessment of colonial and post-
colonial conservation policies in Africa and their 
impact on local inhabitants.

In Africa, conflicts between protected areas for 
fauna and flora and their surrounding human 
populations continue despite years spent trying 
to find an accommodation between the needs of 
both parties. Creating Africas investigates the roots 
of the current conservation boom, demonstrates 
that it is part of a struggle over definitions of reali-
ties, and examines the global effects of this strug-
gle. The book discusses the first UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in South Africa, the Isimangaliso (St 
Lucia) Wetland Park. Here, conservation interests 
are pitted against those of industrial forestry, com-
mercial farming, and the local communities strug-
gling to have their land returned to them. They 
all seek to define and create their own realities 
but do so with very different resources at their 
disposal. These realities are treated not as differ-
ent representations but rather as multiple, often 
competing, realities that involve a wide range of 
actors, both human and non-human. The book 
argues that to avoid being accused of neo-colonial 
land grabbing, the conservation lobby will need 
to find a way of imagining nature and protection 
that includes people.

‘Drawing on a lucid synthesis of current 
anthropological debates about ontology, 
materiality, and enactment, Knut Nustad 
offers an acute ethnography of the history 
and politics of the Dukuduku Forest in 
South Africa. This is an intensely used 
and contested landscape, where sugar 
farmers, small holders, and conservation-
ists enact different natures and forms of 
politics. Creating Africas helps us think 
about how we might live differently in 
the natural world, and in so doing, begin 
to craft a more hopeful environmental 
politics.’ — Andrew S. Mathews, Associate 
Professor of Anthropology, University of 
California, Santa Cruz

Knut G. Nustad is an Associate Professor 
in the Department of Social Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Oslo and a Senior 
Researcher at the Norwegian Institute of 
International Affairs. 

April 2015 • 192pp

Paperback • 9781849042581 • £25.00 
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The Afrikaners

‘A book to welcome . . . it includes an account 
of the origins and demise of apartheid that must 

rank as the most sober, objective and compre-
hensive we have.’ — J. M. Coetzee, winner of the 

Nobel Prize for Literature

The Afrikaners: Biography of a People, the first com-
prehensive history of the Afrikaner people based 
on—and critical of—the most recent scholarly 
work, draws on the author’s own research and in-
terviews conducted with leading political actors. 
Hermann Giliomee weaves together life stories 
and interpretation to create a highly readable nar-
rative history of the Afrikaners.

This revised and expanded edition also offers 
a fresh contextualisation of apartheid, its para-
doxes and its complex effects, and of the increas-
ingly fraught relationship between the ANC gov-
ernment and the powerless Afrikaner minority. 
Giliomee revises current orthodoxies on white 
supremacy in South Africa in important ways. 
The result is not only a magisterial history of the 
Afrikaner people, but also a fuller understanding 
of that history, which for good or ill resonates far 
beyond the borders of South Africa.

Hermann Giliomee, Professor of History 
at the University of Stellenbosch, South 

Africa, is the editor or author of thirteen 
books, including Negotiating South Africa’s 

Future, Awkward Embrace: One-Party 
Domination and Democracy in Industrialis-

ing Countries, From Apartheid to Nation-
Building, and The Shaping of South African 

Society. In 1984 he founded Die Suid-
Afrikaan, an Afrikaans journal of opinion, 

and he has been a regular columnist for 
the Cape Times.

January 2012 • 698pp

Paperback • 9781849041485 • £16.95

History

Biography of a People

Hermann Giliomee

January 2012   £16.95

‘There can be no more experienced or 
honest guide than Hermann Giliomee.’ — 

Charles Van Onselen, winner  
of the Alan Paton Award

‘For anyone wanting to understand the 
fascinating history of this people, continu-

ously facing the existential question of 
survival for 350 years, this is and will 

remain the indispensable work.’  
— R.W. Johnson, Sunday Times
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‘Perceptive, multi-layered and judicious, Marion Wal-
lace’s comprehensive A History of Namibia is a veritable 
tour de force. Based on a deep knowledge of the existing 
historiography but also of the most recent research in Na-
mibia itself, over two-thirds of the volume deals with the 
history of the region and its peoples since 1870, and ends 
with a deft summary of the period since independence. 
Yet Wallace—and the archaeologist, John Kinahan, who 
contributes the first chapter —are also to be congratulated 
on their decision to root this account in the far deeper 
history of south-west Africa. The volume will surely prove 
indispensable to anyone with an interest in Namibian, 
southern African, and, indeed, African history more 
widely.’ — Shula Marks, Emeritus Professor and Hon.  
Fellow, School of Oriental and African Studies,  
University of London

April 2011 • 288pp 

Hardback • 9781849040914   

£30.00 • History

A History of  Namibia

From the Earliest Times to 1990

Marion Wallace

After almost three decades of civil war, abundant natural 
resources and a booming oil sector now lay the groundwork 
for long-term economic prosperity in Angola. But are these 
hopes realistic? Angola provides a thorough introduction to 
the country’s history and analyses its economic, political 
and social evolution since independence. Its contributors 
offer incisive, original and contemporary interpretations of 
one of the most complex countries in Africa. 

‘This book’s great strength is to put the contemporary, post-
war condition of Angola into a historical context and to 
show how the present cannot be understood without this 
highly particular past.’ — Chris Cramer, School of Oriental 
and African Studies

October 2007 • 352pp 

Paperback • 9781850658849   

£25.00 • History

Angola

The Weight of History

Edited by Patrick Chabal and Nuno Vidal

SOUTHERN AFRICA
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April 2009 • 288pp 

Paperback • 9781850659471 

£15.99 • History

SPINE 45 gusset 8mm Each side 

What does it mean to be Zulu today? Is this different from what it has meant in the 

past? Zulu Identities wrestles with these and many other related questions to show 

how the characteristic traditions of a pre-industrial people have evolved into different 

cultural expressions of ‘Zulu-ness’ in modern South Africa.

This unique volume examines the legacies of Shaka, the intrigues of Zulu royalty, 

gender and generational struggles, cultural and symbolic projections, and spirituality. 

It highlights the debates in contemporary South Africa over the manipulation of Zulu 

heritage, whether deployed for party political purposes or exploited to promote eco- 

and battlefield-tourism. And finally the book contemplates the future of Zulu identity in 

a unitary South Africa seeking to embrace the forces of globalisation.

Benedict Carton is an Associate Professor of History at George Mason University, 

Virginia, USA. John Laband is Professor of History at Wilfrid Laurier University, 

Ontario, Canada. Jabulani Sithole  is a Lecturer in Historical Studies at the University 

of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.
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Edited by
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‘Stephen Ellis and Solofo Randrianja have spent a life-
time studying Madagascar and have written a definitive 

history. Authoritative and readable, this book is the per-
fect introduction for those who know little about this vast 
island and, for those who do, they challenge the accepted 

versions of its past.’ — Richard Dowden, Director of the 
Royal Africa Society.

‘This is an excellent general history of Madagascar. It is 
an enjoyable, erudite and excellent study of the world’s 

most fascinating and enigmatic island.’ — Luke Freeman, 
London School of Economics

Madagascar

A Short History

Stephen Ellis and Solofo Randrianja 

What does it mean to be Zulu today? Does being Zulu 
today differ from what it meant in the past? Zulu Identities 

wrestles with these and many other related questions to 
show how the characteristic traditions of a pre-industrial 

people have evolved into different cultural expressions of 
‘Zulu-ness’ in modern South Africa.  

Zulu Identities

Edited by Benedict Carton,  
Jabulani Sithole and John Laband 

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Being Zulu, Past and Present
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‘Sarah LeFanu first visited Mozambique as a solidarity 
worker soon after its 1975 independence. Now, so many 
years later, she has returned to the subject. In a very 
personal way, S is for Samora combines what LeFanu sees 
today with the memory of what she experienced in the 
late seventies. Vivid and clear-eyed, it tells the exciting 
story of the “Birth of a Nation” — a story that should be 
of interest to more than just those who have their own 
direct experience of Mozambique. Profoundly interesting 
and highly recommended.’ — Henning Mankell, bestsell-
ing author and Maputo resident

October 2012 • 224pp 

Paperback • 9781849041942   

£16.99 • History

S is for Samora

A Lexical Biography of Samora Machel  
and the Mozambican Dream

Sarah LeFanu

‘A brave and innovative political history of Mozambique.’  
— The Times Literary Supplement 

‘Those concerned with the fate of Mozambique will turn 
with profit to Newitt’s magisterial and monumental A  
History of Mozambique, an in-depth and lucid account of  
the history of the past 500 years of the region now known 
as the country of Mozambique. What the author has 
achieved here is not just the most detailed history of  
Mozambique extant but also, and perhaps more impor-
tantly, an exposition of the main trends in the historical 
developments of that region.’ — International Affairs

December 1994 • 679pp 

Paperback • 9781850651727   

£16.50 • History

A History of  Mozambique

Malyn Newitt
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Emigration and the Sea

Noted historian of the Lusophone world Malyn 
Newitt offers an expansive account of how 

exploration, imperialism and migration shaped 
the Portuguese and their global diaspora.

Today Portuguese is the seventh most widely spo-
ken language in the world and Brazil is a new eco-
nomic powerhouse. Both phenomena result from 
the Portuguese ‘Discoveries’ of the 15th and 16th 
centuries, and the Catholic missions that plant-
ed Portuguese communities in every continent. 
Some were part of the Portuguese empire but 
many survived independently under other rulers 
with their own Creole languages and indigenised 
Portuguese culture. In the 19th and 20th centu-
ries these were joined by millions of economic 
migrants who established Portuguese settlements 
in Europe, North America, Venezuela and South 
Africa – and in less likely places, including Ber-
muda, Guyana and Hawaii.

Interwoven within this global history of the 
diaspora are stories of the Portuguese who left 
mainland Portugal and the islands, the lives of 
the Sephardic Jews, the African slaves import-
ed into the Atlantic Islands and Brazil and the 
Goans who later spread along the imperial high-
ways of Portugal and Britain. Much of Portugal’s 
contribution to science and the arts, as well as its 
influence in the modern world, can be attributed 
to the members of these widely scattered Portu-
guese communities, and these are given their due 
in Newitt’s engrossing volume.

Malyn Newitt is Professor of History in 
the Department of Portuguese and Brazil-

ian Studies, King’s College London and 
author of A History of Mozambique (Hurst)          
                             and Portugal  in Africa. 

April 2015 • 256pp

Paperback • 9781849044165 • £17.99

History / Politics

An Alternative History of Portugal  
and the Portuguese

Malyn Newitt

April 2015   £17.99

‘An impressive piece of work. Written 
in a lucid, economical style, Newitt 

offers a thorough survey of the history 
of Portuguese emigration to Europe, 

the Americas, the Atlantic islands, 
Africa and Asia. His book has many 
virtues: clarity in tackling a complex 
and contentious topic, an impressive 

amount of research into printed sources, 
a mastery of statistics, and well-argued 
theses about big questions such as the 

much debated contrast between creative 
forces in Portugal’s scattered, overseas 

empire vs. stagnation and decadence 
in continental Portugal.’ — Douglas 

Wheeler, Professor Emeritus of History 
at the University of New Hampshire
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A History of  Libya

REVISED AND UPDATED EDITION

John Wright

May 2012   £12.99

The culmination of the author’s long involvement 
in Libya, this book traces its history from the 
prehistoric Sahara to Gadafi’s bloody overthrow 
and the emergence of a ‘new’ Libya in 2011.

John Wright’s concise history of Libya begins 
in the prehistoric Sahara and concludes with 
the bloody overthrow of the Gadafi regime and 
the emergence of a ‘new’ Libya in 2011. After 
surveying the story of the central Sahara’s early 
hunter-gatherers and its Garamantian civiliza-
tion, Wright briskly recounts the land’s succes-
sion of foreign invaders, the semi-independent 
Karamanli regime in 1711 and the return of the 
Turks in 1835. Wright’s modern history assesses 
the controversial Italian era (1911-43), describing 
in detail the long, harsh conquest while giving 
due credit to the material achievements of the co-
lonial regime. This fair and comprehensive over-
view provides a clearer understanding of Libya’s 
subsequent history, covered in four final chapters. 
These start with the World War Two campaigns 
that ended Italian rule; the fairly easy ride to an 
early UN-supervised independence under the 
Sanussi monarchy in 1951; the discovery and 
exploitation of oil in the 1950s and 1960s; and 
Moammar Gadafi’s 1969 coup bringing to power 
a bizarre revolutionary regime that was to last for 
forty-two years. Wright’s final chapter summarises 
the main events of 2011—the successful popular 
uprising; the NATO air intervention; the end of 
Gadafi and his regime; and the emergence of a 
‘new’ and perhaps rather different Libya.

‘John Wright’s original study of Libya 
was a unique and masterly survey of the 
country’s history. This updated edition 
possesses all the virtues of the original, 
together with an acute and perceptive 
analysis of both the Libyan Jamahariyah 
of Colonel Gadafi and its humiliating 
end in 2011, to provide us with the most 
complete study of Libya’s complex history 
to date. It is the essential companion for 
any scholar, journalist or interested reader 
anxious to understand this unusual and 
important Mediterranean state.’ — George 
Joffe, University of Cambridge

John Wright was chief political com-
mentator and analyst of the BBC Arabic 
Service, specialising in Libya, the Sahara 
and the international oil industry.

May 2012 • 288pp

Paperback • 9781849042277 • £12.99 
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The Libyan Revolution 
and its Aftermath

‘Written almost entirely by foreign experts, 
some of whom know the different factions 

intimately, it is the most detailed account I have 
read of the old forces shaping new Libya.’ 

— Nicholas Pelham, New York Review of Books

This book offers a novel, incisive and wide-rang-
ing account of Libya’s ‘17 February Revolution’ 
by tracing how critical towns, communities and 
political groups helped to shape its course. Each 
community, whether geographical (e.g. Misrata, 
Zintan), tribal/communal (e.g. Beni Walid) or 
political (e.g. the Muslim Brotherhood) took its 
own path into the uprisings and subsequent con-
flict of 2011, according to their own histories and 
relationship to Muammar Qadhafi’s regime.

The story of each group is told by the authors, 
based on reportage and expert analysis, from the 
outbreak of protests in Benghazi in February 2011 
through to the transitional period following the 
end of fighting in October 2011. They describe 
the emergence of Libya’s new politics through the 
unique stories of those who made it happen, or 
those who fought against it.

The Libyan Revolution and its Aftermath brings 
together leading journalists, academics and spe-
cialists, each with extensive field experience 
amidst the constituencies they depict, drawing 
on interviews with fighters, politicians and civil 
society leaders who have contributed their own 
account of events to this volume.

Peter Cole was a Senior Analyst on Libya 
with the International Crisis Group 

(ICG) during the revolution and the ensu-
ing transitional government.

Brian McQuinn is currently completing a 
PhD in anthropology on the 2011  

uprising in Libya, as a Guggenheim  
Foundation Dissertation Fellow at the  

University of Oxford.

January 2015 • 320pp

Hardback • 9781849043090 • £30.00
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Edited by Peter Cole  
and Brian McQuinn

January 2015   £30.00

‘This is an important book that deserves 
a wide readership. With more than a 

dozen books published on the Libyan 
revolution, this is the first in which the 

contributors share extensive professional 
experience, a thorough knowledge of the 
literature, and recent fieldwork in Libya. 
The result is a detailed, nuanced account 

of the revolution and its aftermath.’  
— Ronald Bruce St John, author of 

Libya: From Colony to Revolution
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The Violence of   
Petro-Dollar Regimes

Algeria, Iraq and Libya

Luis Martinez

October 2012   £35.00

CHOICE OUTSTANDING  
ACADEMIC  TITLE 2013

During the 1970s, owing to their oil ‘rents’,  
Algeria, Iraq and Libya all seemed engaged in a 
swift modernisation process. Oil was the godsend 
that would enable these states to catch up eco-
nomically. Algeria was a ‘Mediterranean dragon,’ 
Libya an ‘emirate’ and Iraq ‘the rising military 
power’ of the Arab world. From a political per-
spective, progressive socialism suggested that pro-
found changes were underway: women’s libera-
tion, urbanisation, education for all, longer life 
expectancy and so on.

A few decades later, the disillusion is a cruel 
one. A sense of wealth led these countries to 
undertake political, economic and military 
experiments that would lead to impasses with 
disastrous consequences which they are still 
trying to overcome.

How did it all happen? Can these countries 
dispense with far-reaching reforms? Can the EU 
export its norms and values and protect its gas 
supply? This book offers the first global approach 
to the subject.

‘A cogent, intelligent analysis of the perils 
and pitfalls of hydrocarbon wealth in 
these troubled states, adding much fuel to 
the “oil curse” debate and examining the 
structures that are seemingly its result.’  
— Christopher Davidson, author of After 
the Sheikhs: the Coming Collapse of the  
Gulf Monarchies

Luis Martinez is a Senior Research Fellow 
at CERI Sciences Po in Paris. He has been 
Visiting Professor at Columbia University, 
New York and at the University  
of Montréal.

October 2012 • 224pp

Hardback • 9781849041744 • £35.00 
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Algeria Modern

Buffeted by the Arab spring,  Algeria stands out 
as a more stable exception to broader trends in 

the Middle East.  Will this endure?

Spared by the Arab revolts, Bouteflika’s Algeria 
continues to intrigue observers. How does its 
political system function? Who really governs? 
Who are behind the protests? How strong are the 
Islamists? Are there alternatives to dependence on 
hydrocarbons? And how will the regime securitise 
its vast and unstable Sahara hinterland?  

Algeria has been depicted for many years as 
politically opaque, incomprehensible, and under 
the control of powerful, occult-like intelligence 
agencies. While these caricatures are all partly 
true, they understate how much the country has 
changed since the 1990s. Algeria today is com-
plex, and challenging to comprehend; but it is no 
longer opaque. 

Algeria Modern analyses the complexity of state 
and society and the strategies that social and po-
litical actors employ. It demonstrates how interest 
groups that constitute the core of the regime are 
linked to both the security and business sectors, 
which while defending their turf and united by 
shared values are in perennial competition.

Luis Martinez is Senior Research Fellow, 
CERI/Sciences Po and author of several 

books on the Maghreb published by 
Hurst.

Rasmus Alenius Boserup is Senior 
Researcher, Foreign Policy, at the Danish 

Institute for International Studies.

October 2015 • 192pp

Hardback • 9781849045872 • £45.00
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From Opacity to Complexity

Edited by Luis Martinez and  
Rasmus Alenius Boserup

October 2015   £45.00

COMPARATIVE POLITICS AND  
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES SERIES  

CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT (EDITOR)
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This short history of the Maghreb surveys its develop-
ment from the coming of Islam to the present day, but 
with greatest emphasis on the modern period from the 
early nineteenth century onwards. It follows the French 
protectorates, Morocco and Tunisia, and how their 
nationalist movements forged the independent states that 
followed; and it chronicles the wars of resistance and lib-
eration in Algeria and Libya, and how these conflicts also 
marked their independence, with a long-running civil war 
in the former and the recent uprising against the Gaddafi 
regime in the latter.

October 2012 • 256pp 

Paperback • 9781849042017  

£16.99 • History

The Maghreb Since 1800

A Short History

Knut S. Vikør

‘Luis Martinez is one of the very few international scholars 
who can venture informed answers. He has followed 
domestic Libyan politics closely for more than two decades, 
throughout the American embargo and during the United 
Nations sanctions, and he brings an intimate familiarity 
with the country to his analysis. He has seen first hand the 
domestic impact of half a century of oil revenues, nearly 
four decades of permanent revolution, twenty-five years 
of American hostility and more than a decade of interna-
tional isolation, and he is eloquent in describing what this 
poisonous combination has created.’ —  From the preface 
by Professor Lisa Anderson, Columbia University

July 2007 • 196pp 

Hardback • 9781850658351   

£25.00 • Politics

The Libyan Paradox

Luis Martinez

NORTH AFRICA
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Politics and Power in  
the Maghreb

‘It is the best book on the subject by far, and 
confirms Willis’s reputation as the foremost 

authority on the comparative politics of North 
Africa in the English-speaking world.’ — Eugene 

Rogan, author of The Arabs:  A History

The overthrow of the regime of President Ben Ali 
in Tunisia on 14 January 2011 took the world by 
surprise. The popular revolt in this small Arab 
country and the effect it had on the wider Arab 
world prompted questions as to why there had 
been so little awareness of it up until that point. 
It also revealed a more general lack of knowledge 
about the surrounding western part of the Arab 
world, or the Maghreb, which had long attracted 
a tiny fraction of the outside interest shown in 
the eastern Arab world of Egypt, the Levant and 
the Gulf.

This book examines the politics of the three 
states of the central Maghreb—Algeria, Tunisia 
and Morocco—since their achievement of inde-
pendence from European colonial rule in the 
1950s and 1960s. It explains the political dynam-
ics of the region by looking at the roles played by 
various actors such as the military, political par-
ties and Islamist movements and addresses issues 
such as Berber identity and the role played by eco-
nomics, as well as how the states of the region in-
teract with each other and with the wider world.

Michael J. Willis is King Mohamed VI 
Fellow in Moroccan and Mediterranean 
Studies at St Antony’s College, Oxford 

University. Prior to this he taught politics 
for seven years at Al Akhawayn University 

in Ifrane, Morocco. His research focuses 
on the politics, modern history and inter-

national relations of the Maghreb. 

May 2014 • 320pp

Paperback • 9781849043922 • £16.99
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Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco from  
Independence to the Arab Spring

Michael J. Willis

May 2014  £16.99

‘Willis succeeds brilliantly in the task [of 
producing] a much needed introductory 

text to the region … providing an ac-
curate, comprehensive and readable study 

of the modern history and politics of 
Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco. Accessible 
in style to a broad readership [this book] 
… does much to expand our knowledge 

of the Maghreb and its importance to 
the wider world.’ — Ronald Bruce St 

John, International Affairs 
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Why Occupy a Square?

People, Protests and Movements in the 
Egyptian Revolution

Jeroen Gunning & Ilan Zvi Baron

November 2013   £20.00

‘This is the most rigorous explanation currently 
available of the unforgettable mass mobilizations 
in Cairo which helped topple the Mubarak dicta-
torship.’ — Jeff Goodwin, Professor of Sociology, 
New York University

On 25 January 2011, tens of thousands of Egyp-
tians came out on the streets to protest against 
emergency rule and police brutality. Eighteen 
days later, Mubarak, one of the longest sitting 
dictators in the region, had gone. How are we to 
make sense of these events? Was this a revolution, 
a revolutionary moment? How did the protests 
come about? How were they able to outmanoeu-
vre the police? Was this really a ‘leaderless revo-
lution,’ as so many pundits claimed, or were the 
protests an out- growth of the protest networks 
that had developed over the past decade? Why did 
so many people with no history of activism partic-
ipate? What role did economic and systemic crises 
play in creating the conditions for these pro- tests 
to occur? Was this really a Facebook revolution? 
Why Occupy a Square? is a dynamic exploration 
of the shape and timing of these extraordinary 
events, the players behind them, and the tactics 
and protest frames they developed. Drawing on 
social movement theory, it traces the interaction 
between protest cycles, regime responses and 
broader structural changes over the past decade. 
Using theories of urban politics, space and power, 
it reflects on the exceptional state of non-sover-
eign politics that developed during the occupa-
tion of Tahrir Square.

‘An outstanding and lively analysis of this 
episode that will likely stand the test of 
time. It also helps to throw light on sub-
sequent events as Egyptians follow their 
uncertain course into the future.’  
— Charles Tripp, Professor of Middle East 
Politics, SOAS, University of London

‘This well-crafted and comprehensive 
study — a useful combination of social 
movement theory and international 
relations — proves how revolution is and 
remains possible in the Arab world.’ 
 — Jean-Pierre Filiu, Professor of Mid-
dle East Studies, Sciences Po (Paris) and 
author of The Arab Revolution: Ten Lessons 
From the Democratic Uprising

Jeroen Gunning is Reader in Middle East 
Politics at the University of Durham. 

Ilan Zvi Baron is Lecturer in the School 
of Government and International Affairs, 
University of Durham. 

November 2013 • 256pp

Paperback • 9781849042659 • £20.00 
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Edited by Ziauddin Sardar

09 | The Maghreb

Robin Yassin-Kassab has an enlightening sojourn in Morocco; 
Hicham Yezza examines the role of the Berbers in the Arab 

Spring; Marcia Lynx Qualey is dazzled by the transformative 
power of Maghrebi poetry; Louis Proyect spends some time 
with the Jews of the Maghreb; Cécile Oumhani provides a 

daily account of the Tunisian revolution; Paul Mutter tangles 
with al-Qaeda in Mali; Robert Irwin wonders if Ibn Khaldun 

had a mystical vision of history; Julia Melcher explores the 
absurd world of exiled western writers in Tangiers; John 

Liechty attempts to get a US visa for his Moroccan wife; Jamal 
Bahmad watches some revolutionary films; Arie Amaya-

Akkermans admires Algerian art; and Anissa Helou tastes 
some Moroccan street food.

January 2014   £14.99

Paperback  256pp

9781849043946

Critical Muslim is a quarterly magazine of ideas and issues, presenting Muslim perspec-
tives on the great debates of our times. We aim to emphasise the plurality and diversity 
of Islam and Muslims and to promote dialogue, cooperation and collaboration between 
‘Islam’ and other cultures, including ‘the West’.

We look at everything critically and challenge traditionalist, modernist, fundamentalist 
and apologetic versions of Islam as well as the established conventions and orthodoxies 
of dominant cultures. We seek new readings of religion, culture and politics with the 
potential to transform the Muslim world and beyond.

More info and subscriptions: 
criticalmuslim.hurstpublishers.com
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The EU and Africa

From Eurafrique to Afro-Europa

Edited by Adekeye Adebajo  
and Kaye Whiteman

July 2012   £25.00

‘A welcome and vibrant guide to the EU’s most 
enduring and guilt-inducing set of external 
relationships. It is required reading for all those 
interested in what Europe means to Africa, and 
vice versa.’ — Professor Christopher Hill,  
University of Cambridge

This book offers a holistic and comprehensive 
assessment of the European Union’s relations 
with Africa, focusing on their historical, political, 
socio-economic and cultural dimensions. In the 
high imperial period from the nineteenth cen-
tury, some in Europe advocated the idea of ‘Eura-
frique’—a formula for putting Africa’s resources at 
the disposal of Europe’s industries. After tracing 
Europe’s historical attempts to remodel relations 
following African independence from the 1960s, 
this book examines the strategic dimensions of 
the relationship, especially the place of Africa in 
Europe’s own need for global partnerships. The 
volume concludes by examining the important 
issues of migration and identity, especially in 
view of Europe’s controversial immigration poli-
cies and complex relations with the Maghreb and 
Mediterranean, as well as perceptions of past and 
current European identity.

This book argues that Africa and Europe still 
appear not to have fully escaped the burdens of 
history, and examines the feasibility of elaborat-
ing and practising, in future, an ‘Afro-Europa’: a 
new relationship of genuine equality, partnership, 
and mutual self-interest between both continents 
that sheds the baggage of the ‘Eurafrique’ past.

‘This edited collection of studies covering 
the relationship between Europe and 
Africa over the past 50 years is good, 
timely and rare. For all those involved in 
African affairs, development issues, the 
global economy, conflict resolution or the 
evolution of the European Union’s rela-
tions with the rest of the world, it offers 
a number of valuable insights through 
some excellent contributions from those 
closely involved.’ — International Affairs

Adekeye Adebajo is Executive Director 
of the Centre for Conflict Resolution 
(CCR) in Cape Town, South Africa.

Kaye Whiteman was a journalist/writer 
on African affairs. He was a London-
based editorial adviser to Business Day 
(Nigeria) and wrote for The Guardian, The 
Annual Register, Afrique Asie and  
Geopolitique Africaine.

July 2012 • 536pp

Paperback • 9781849041713 • £25.00 
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China Returns to Africa

‘An impressive and balanced study of one of the 
most important developments in the modern 

world.’ — Max Hastings, The Sunday Times

The geopolitical landscape of contemporary 
China-Africa relations has provoked wide media 
interest. After being conspicuously overlooked 
during the G8’s purported ‘Year of Africa’, the 
topic generated wider debate in the build-up to 
the China-Africa Summit in Beijing in 2006. De-
spite this, China’s deepening re-engagement with 
the African continent has been relatively neglect-
ed in academic and development policy circles. In 
particular, the concrete ways in which different 
Chinese actors are operating in different parts 
of Africa, their political dynamics and implica-
tions for African development as well as Western 
views of this phenomenon, have yet be explored 
in depth. China Returns to Africa responds to this 
need by addressing the key issues in contempo-
rary China-Africa relations. Taking its cue from 
the widely touted ‘Chinese Scramble for Africa’ 
and the accompanying claim of a ‘new Chinese 
imperialism’, the book moves beyond narrow 
media-driven concerns to offer one of the first 
far-ranging surveys of China’s return to Africa, 
examining what this new relationship holds for 
diplomacy, trade and development.

Chris Alden is reader in International 
Relations at the LSE.

Daniel Large is a researcher at SOAS, 
University of London.

Ricardo Soares de Oliveira is University 
Lecturer in Comparative Politics,  

University of Oxford.

June 2008 • 400pp

Paperback • 9781850658863 • £25.00
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A Rising Power and  
a Continent Embrace

Edited by Chris Alden, Daniel Large 
and Ricardo Soares de Oliveira

June 2008   £25.00

‘This collection [provides] a much needed 
antidote to the hysteria that grips a great 

deal of recent writing about China’s 
re-engagement with the continent … the 
breadth of subject matter is matched by 
the wide array of writers … This volume 
offers an atlas to those steering through 

the crosscurrents of the relationship.’  
— The Africa Report
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At the 1884-5 Conference of Berlin a cartel of largely 
European states effectively set the rules for the partition 
of Africa, an event whose historical and structural impor-
tance continues to affect and shape Africa’s contempo-
rary international relations. This ‘Curse’ is a recurring 
theme in Adebajo’s trenchant historical analysis, even 
though its main focus is on contemporary African issues 
after the Cold War. 

‘A new paradigmatic frontier in our understanding of 
Africa’s international relations by an African scholar who 
is as passionate as he is meticulous about his subject.’ 
 — Africa Review of Books

August 2010 • 384pp 

Paperback • 9781849040969  

£16.95 • History

The Curse of  Berlin

Africa After the Cold War

Adekeye Adebajo

CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title for 2009

In this compelling history, Jonathan Derrick recounts the 
opposition to British and French rule practised both by 
Africans living on the continent and by European anticolo-
nialists and members of the Black Diaspora. 

‘[Done] with such thoroughness and skill that, henceforth, 
this work will have to be the foundation reading for anyone 
beginning to venture into the field of African nationalism 
and modern politics.’ — Choice

October 2008 • 496pp 

Paperback • 9781850659365   

£17.99 • History

Africa’s ‘Agitators’

Jonathan Derrick

COMPARATIVE

Militant Anti-Colonialism in Africa and the West, 
1918-1939
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Christianity, 
Development and  

Modernity in Africa

Contemporary African Christianity encompasses 
at least two profoundly different conceptions of 

religion, with important implications for develop-
ment and modernity on the continent.

There is an important if largely unremarked diver-
sity within African Christianity; on the one hand, 
an enchanted Christianity that views the world as 
pervaded by spiritual forces, and on the other a 
disenchanted Christianity that discounts them.

An enchanted Christian sees his glorious 
destiny threatened by witches, spirits and an-
cestral curses. This enchanted imagination, 
along with the prosperity gospel, and emphasis 
on the pastor’s ‘anointing’, are the principal 
characteristics of much African Pentecostalism. 
  Gifford argues that the enchanted religious 
imagination militates against development by 
encouraging fear and distrust, and diminishing 
human responsibility and agency. The prosperity 
gospel of ‘covenant wealth from tithes and offer-
ings’ is the antithesis of Weber’s Protestant ethic; 
and to magnify the person of the pastor is to per-
petuate the curse of the ‘Big Man’.

Official Catholicism, totally disenchanted, 
long associated with schools and hospitals, is now 
involved in development, from microfinance to 
election monitoring, from conflict resolution 
to human rights. This ‘NGO-isation of Catholi-
cism’, made almost inevitable by funding from 
secular donors like the EU and the UN, even 
if defended theologically, comes at the price of 
failing to address the ‘religious’ needs of so many 
African Christians.

Paul Gifford is Emeritus Professor of 
SOAS, University of London. He is 

the author of several works on African 
Christianity, including African Christian-
ity: Its Public Role, Ghana’s New Christian-
ity: Pentecostalism in a Globalising African 

Economy and Christianity, Politics and Public 
Life in Kenya, all of which were  

published by Hurst.

April 2015 • 256pp

Paperback • 9781849044776 • £18.99
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‘Anyone interested in Christianity in 
Africa should read this book. But beware: 

you will never be comfortable generalis-
ing about the subject again. Drawing on 

a lifetime of research, reflection, and rich 
first-hand experience, it is a consummate 

survey of subjects that go right to the 
heart of the angst that many Africans feel 

in adapting to the modern world.’  
— Robert Calderisi, former International 

Spokesman on Africa for the World Bank 
and author of Earthly Mission: the Catho-

lic Church and World Development
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Africa has an immensely rich culinary history and a huge 
variety of foodstuffs are consumed there. Outsiders are 
often surprised to learn this, given the association of the 
continent with famine, drought and other hardships. Stir-
ring the Pot describes how the ingredients, methods and 
varieties of African cuisine comprise a repository of tried 
and tested household and farming knowledge, mostly 
preserved by women.

‘In most of the West, attitudes toward food on the Afri-
can continent tend to be more about need, NGOs, and 
necessity than about food history. James McCann’s engag-
ing and important Stirring the Pot: A History of African 
Cuisine aims to change all of that. ... a must-have for any 
student of the food and culture of the African continent.’ 
—  African Affairs

July 2010 • 320pp 

Paperback • 9781849040365   

£12.99 • Food

Stirring the Pot

A History of African Cuisine

James C. McCann

‘Nobody understands the background to African soccer 
better than Peter Alegi. African Soccerscapes crams daunting 
erudition, gleaned over many years of study of African foot-
ball, into under 200 pages of history.’ — Financial Times

‘An outstanding piece of scholarship which gives real 
insight into the development of African football, past and 
present. This is of great value not just to an academic  
audience, but to anyone with an interest in this subject.’  
— Kevin Moore, Director, National Football Museum

May 2010 • 320pp 

Paperback • 9781849040389   

£12.99 • Sport

African Soccerscapes

How a Continent Changed the World’s Game

Peter Alegi

COMPARATIVE
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March 2004 • 288pp 

Paperback • 9781850657347 

£20.00 • Religion

December 2007 • 400pp 

Paperback • 9781850658696

£19.99 • Anthropology

Worlds Of Power shows how 
religious and supernatural 
ideas dominate African pol-
itics and culture, and how 
they shape the ways that 
Africans both rich and poor 
view the world. Ellis and 
Ter Haar maintain that the 
specific content of religious 
thought has to be grasped 
if we are to appreciate the 
political significance of re-
ligion in Africa today, and 
this is what their book sets 
out to do. It also advances 
understanding of the rela-
tion between religion and 
political action in general.

Worlds of  Power

Religious Thought and 
Political Practice  

in Africa

Stephen Ellis  
and Gerrie Ter Haar

Struggling  
With History

COMPARATIVE

The Indian Ocean

Islam and  
Cosmopolitanism in  

the Western Indian Ocean

Oceanic Connections and 
the Creation of  
New Societies

Edited by Edward  
Simpson and Kai Kresse

Edited by Abdul Sherriff 
and Enseng Ho

This volume compares and 
contrasts anthropological 
and historical approaches 
to the study of the Indian 
Ocean by focusing on the 
vexed nature of ‘cosmopoli-
tanism’. The chapters con-
tribute to current debates 
on the nature of cosmo-
politanism, the comparative 
study of Muslim societies, 
and the study of colonial 
and post-colonial contexts. 
There are few books on 
the market that combine 
serious interdisciplinary 
scholarship and regional 
ethnographic expertise with 
comparable ambition.

June 2014 • 256pp 

Hardback • 9781849044271

Paperback • 9781849044264

£50.00 / £19.99

This volume explores two 
inter-related themes. The 
first, on oceanic linkages, 
presents the diversity of the 
peoples who have traversed 
it and their relationships by 
tracing their tangible move-
ments and connections. 
The second, on the creation 
of new societies, revisits bet-
ter-known socio-historical 
phenomena such as slavery, 
the Swahili language and 
Muslim charity, which tie 
the genesis of these social 
formations to the seascape 
of an interconnected, 
transcultural ocean.
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